
Second Sunday of Easter 
Sunday, April 28, 2019: 8:30 & 11:00 am 

Lord of Life Lutheran Church, Bismarck, ND 
Pastor Nadine Lehr and Pastor Beth Walch 

 
 

Welcome to worship! In spite of all we have heard and all that we have seen, it is often 
hard to believe. Because it is hard to believe, we will invest ourselves in the Easter 
mystery for fifty days (a week of weeks). Because it is hard to believe, John the 
evangelist will provide sign after sign celebrating Jesus’ victory over death. Because it 
is hard to believe, the Lord Jesus will return to us again and again in the mystery of the 
holy communion, inviting us to touch and taste his presence, and offering us his peace. 

 
Today’s order of service is taken from the booklet, Now the Feast and Celebration 
(NFC).  The hymns are found in the hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW). 

  Light type = Presiding and Assisting Ministers; Bold type = Congregation. 
 

Entrance Hymn: ELW #376, “Thine Is the Glory”  
 
Greeting, NFC, p. 2 
Kyrie, NFC, p. 3 (Psalms 4:1 6:2, 9:13, 25:16, 27:7, 30:10, 31:9, 51:1, 86:16, 123:3)  
Song of Praise, “Now the Feast,” NFC, pp. 4-5 (Revelation 5:12-13)  
 
Salutation and Prayer of the Day, NFC, p. 7 
The Lord be with you 
And also with you. 
Let us pray . . .O God of life, you reach out to us amid our fears with the wounded 
hands of your risen Son. By your Spirit’s breath revive our faith in your mercy, 
and strengthen us to be the body of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
First Reading: Acts 5:27-32  
27When they had brought them, they had them stand before the council. The high priest 
questioned them, 28saying, ‘We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name, yet here 
you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you are determined to bring this man’s 
blood on us.’ 29But Peter and the apostles answered, ‘We must obey God rather than any 
human authority. 30The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by 
hanging him on a tree. 31God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior, so that 

he might give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32And we are witnesses to 
these things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him.’  
 
Second Reading: Revelation 1:4-8 
4John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from him who is 
and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 
5and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the 
kings of the earth. To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, 6and 
made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will 
see him, even those who pierced him; and on his account all the tribes of the earth will 
wail. So it is to be. Amen. 8‘I am the Alpha and the Omega’, says the Lord God, who is 
and who was and who is to come, the Almighty. 

Children’s Message 
 
Gospel Verse, “Alleluia, Alleluia,” NFC, p. 8 (John 6:68)  
 
GOSPEL: John 20:19-31 
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 20th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 20After he said this, he showed them his 
hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to 
them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ 22When he 
had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you 
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are 
retained.’ 24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with 
them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But 
he said to them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the 
mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.’ 26A week later his 
disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were 
shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 27Then he said to 
Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my 
side. Do not doubt but believe.’ 28Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ 
29Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those 
who have not seen and yet have come to believe.’ 30Now Jesus did many other signs in 
the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. 31But these are written 
so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that 
through believing you may have life in his name.  Thanks be to God. 



Sermon:  Pastor Beth Walch 
 
Hymn of the Day: ELW #635, “We Walk by Faith” (vv. 1, 2, 3, & 4) 
 
Prayers, NFC, p. 10 
At the conclusion of each petition, the pastor and the congregation will say: “Lord in 
your mercy:  hear our prayer.” 
 
Sharing of the Peace, NFC, p. 10 (John 20:19)  
We greet one another with the words, “Peace be with you.” 
 
Offering 
 Special Music: (11:00) Lord of Life Choir, “When We Worship God, 
Through Music” 
  
Offertory, “As the Grains of Wheat,” NFC, p. 10 
 
Offertory Prayer, p. 11 

Words of Institution (Matthew 26:26-28)  
Lord’s Prayer, NFC, p. 13 (Matthew 6:9-13)  
 

Distribution 
 “Lamb of God,” NFC, p. 14 (John 1:29)  
 ELW #471, “Let Us Break Bread Together”  
 ELW #474, “Bread of Life from Heaven”  
 ELW #491, “Come, Let Us Eat”  
 
Blessing, NFC, p. 14 
Canticle, “Thanks be to You,” NFC, p. 15 (Psalm 9)  
 
Closing Prayer, NFC, p. 16 
We give you thanks, O God, for the blessings of this table.  May our lives be made new 
by these gifts of grace and may your love be made known through us.  Amen. 
 
Benediction and Dismissal, NFC, p. 16 (Numbers 6:23-26)  
 
Sending Hymn: ELW #384, “That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright” (vv. 1 & 4) 
 
Postlude 
 (8:30) The Elks Chorus 
 

Worship Participants: Preaching: Beth Walch; Presiding: Nadine Lehr; Assisting: 
(8:30) Linda Simmons (11:00) Cindy Anderson; Communion Assistants: (8:00) HELP 
NEEDED (11:00) Mark & Stephanie Swenson; Ushers: (8:30) Gary Chepulis (11:00) 
Keith & Beth Demke; Acolyte: (8:30) Jenica Twete (11:00) Brianna Feist; Song 
Leaders: Ruby Altringer; Pianist: Becky Salveson; April Altar Guild: Diane 
Chepulis, Mirna Stromme, Barb Koch, and Deb Burke; Powerpoint: Reid Halvorson  
 
Prayers at Lord of Life:  Layne Billings, Judy Swenson, Levi Gartner, Tim Johnson, 
John O’Brien, Andre Stephenson, Rev. Richard Beckmen, Hugh Gustafson, Brad Kjos, 
Diane Chepulis, Steve Schmidt, Shae (Hug) Byrum, Elsie Gilbertson, Karen 
Sprynczynatyk. 
 
Sympathies to Ken & Gloria Snyder on the death of their brother in law, Lester Toman.  
 
Flowers are given today by: Gene & Kathy Wiese in honor of Emmadine and 
Caroline’s birthdays.   
 
Stewardship Info: Attendance–Sun. (4-21): 572  Wed. (4-24): 44  
Offering: General $15,474.03              
 
March expenses:  $44,332.38         March income:  $47,658.01 
Annual expenses through March: $139,444.25 
Annual income through March: $134,279.05 
 
April Service Group Leaders:  Perry & Sheryl Hardy (226-2203)   
             Pat & Larry Klundt (223-8465 
 
Volunteers: Members with last names starting with “Step” through “Ura” 
 
Worship Helps:  The Nursery is open, but not regularly staffed.  Parents may use 
it as needed. An Infant care room is on the south side of the sanctuary.  Large Print 
Bulletins, a wheelchair and a walker, and personal p.a. devices are available from the 
ushers’ station. Activity Bags for children are available on the tree rack in the narthex.  
Children’s Bulletins are available by the Activity Bags.  
 
Today we will serve Holy Communion in worship. Those who come to receive the 
gifts of Christ’s body and blood for the strengthening of their faith and the forgiveness 
of their sins are welcome to eat and drink. Taste and see that the Lord is good! 
 
 
 



For Communion:  Grape juice is always available. Simply indicate “grape juice, 
please” when you get to the server. "Gluten free” communion wafers and wine are 
available.  Simply indicate “gluten free” to the server when you come to the communion 
station." If you need separate wine or grape juice please request that also.  
 
The 2019 Flower Chart is up in the gathering area. You are welcome to take the 
flowers after the last service. Flowers not picked up by Monday morning will be taken 
to shut-ins. If your message does not fit on the line, please contact the church office with 
that information.  

 
FLOWER CHART OPENINGS 

COMMUNION ASSISTANT OPENINGS 
 
 
 
 

 USHER OPENINGS 
 
 
 
 

 
Youth, please plan to join us today, April 28th for pizza and a movie from 5-7pm.  
 
The LOL Women of the ELCA are sponsoring a class to learn how to make 
different kinds of greeting cards today, April 28 from 1-4 pm. You will have the 
option to make 5 cards. The cost is $10 to cover supplies and assist in the mission work 
of the LOL Women of the ELCA. The fee can be paid at the class. Quilt Sunday will be 
on May 5th. Help is needed on Saturday, May 4th at 1:30 pm to place the quilts on 
pews.  
 
Spring Clean Up at Lord of Life: Wednesday, May 1, we will gather from 5 pm to 7 
pm to clean-up the exterior of the church. This will include raking up winter debris, 
trimming trees and bushes, and filling a dumpster with all the leaves, branches, etc.  A 
simple meal will be offered at 5 pm to get us started.  Please bring gloves, rakes, and 
loppers for the outdoor clean-up. On Saturday, May 4, we will gather at 8 am to do 
both indoor clean-up and a reworking of the landscaping in the circle outside the 

May 5 8:30 & 11:00 May 12 8:30 & 11:00 

May 19 11:00 May 26 9:30 

June 30 2 bouquets July 7 2 bouquets 

July 14 2 bouquets August 18 2 bouquets 

May 5 8:30 & 11:00 May 12 11:00 

May 19 8:30 & 11:00 May 26 9:30 

main doors.  Indoor volunteers should bring buckets, cleaning rags, vacuum cleaners, 
brooms, dustpans, and various cleaning solutions (window cleaner, Murphy’s soap to 
wipe down the pews, all-purpose cleaner, and furniture polish).  We will try to cover as 
much of the interior as possible.  For those who wish to work on the landscaping, please 
bring gloves, shovels, buckets and wheelbarrows. We will remove the river rock and 
plantings from the circle, recover the surface with landscaping fabric, plant a new tree 
and replant the perennials, then refill the circle with the rock.  Many strong bodies are 
needed to help complete this project! Quick breads, fruit and coffee will be available all 
morning in Fellowship Hall. Please sign up at the Information Desk if you are able to 
help! 

 
Echoes of Easter, a celebration of music and song at Trinity Lutheran Church on 
Sunday, May 5 at 2:30 pm.  Enjoy beautiful music by Central Dakota Children’s 
Choir, McCabe Chancel Choir, Lord of Life Lutheran Church Choir, Strikepoint – 
Good Shepherd Lutheran, Sister Idelle Badt & Therese Kulas, First Pacific Islander 
Christian Church of ND, NDYCC Graduation Song & Video. Free will offering to 
benefit the ministries of Heart River Bridges of Hope & Ministry on the Margins. 
 
Health Kits: If you have not yet had a chance to bring items for the health kits, you still 
have tine to do so. We will continue to collect items for the kits until May 5. Please 
stop by the display in the narthex for a list of needed items. We are also in need of 
people to help pack the boxes for shipment. We plan to pack the boxes on Tuesday, May 
7 at 7:00 PM. If you are able to help please join us at the church. Thank you. 
 
Join us for Adult Education on May 5 as Kyle Debertin will be assisting us in 
initiating conversations with our aging parents about their future wishes –conversations 
that can be difficult for all of us.  Get tips for starting healthy conversations with parents 
and other family members that can lead to positive outcomes.  Spiritual but not 
religious?  Religious but not Spiritual? Recent research reveals about a quarter of U.S. 
adults identify themselves as spiritual but not religious and only about half of adults in 
the US identify as both religious and spiritual today. What does it mean to identify as 
spiritual but not religious?  Why is this category growing in the U.S.? What might 
congregations learn both from those who are opting to leave organized religion behind 
and from vibrant congregations that are thriving despite their location in communities 
where more and more people are claiming no religious affiliation at all?  Join Deacon 
Beth Anderson in a 2-week session, May 12 and 19 exploring these questions.  Each 
session will also introduce examples of spiritual practices that congregations are 
integrating to deepen their member’s spiritual growth.   
 
 
 



Driver’s License Blessing: Calling all 9th graders who have received their driver’s 
license in the last year, or will be getting their license in the next few months. We want 
to honor you and bless you! Please come to worship on May 5, at either service or on 
May 8, at 6:15.  

 
Coordinators and a date have been found for the church rummage sale!  Please 
mark your calendar for August 23-24, 2019.  Please start saving items to donate.  Stay 
tune for further details as plans are finalized. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Happening this week at Lord of Life 
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 8:00 am-4:00 pm 

Friday 8:00 am-3:00 pm 
Lunch Hour: 11:00 am-12:00 pm 

Church Office: 701-223-2986 
www.lordoflifebismarck.org  

Sun., April 28 
8:30 am: Worship 
9:45 am: Whole Family Sunday School 
9:45 am: Adult Education 
11:00 am: Worship 
1:00 pm: WELCA Card Making Event 
5:00 pm: Youth Movie Day 
Tues., April 30 
9:00 am: Staff Meeting 
7:00 pm: Boy Scouts 
Wed., May 1 
6:15 pm: Worship 
5:00 pm: Church Grounds Cleanup   
7:00 pm: Church School 
7:00 pm: Confirmation Large Group 
Thurs., May 2 
9:30 am: Brunch with Beth 
Bulletin Deadline @ 12:00 pm 
3:00 pm: Executive Team Meeting 
Fri., May 3 
4:00 pm: Boy Scout Badge of Honor Banquet in F.H. 
Sat., May 4 
8:00 am: Spring cleanup (inside and landscaping the circle outside) 
8:30 am: Men’s Bible Study 
1:30 pm: Quilts placed on pews 
Sun., May 5 
Quilt Sunday 
Food Drive for Mother the Camp 
8:30 am: Worship 
9:45 am: Adult Education 
9:45 am: Sunday School 
11:00 am: Worship & Blessing of Driver’s License  
 
 

“We love, serve, and welcome all so each person knows God’s grace in Christ.” 






