
Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Sunday, April 29, 2018: 8:30 am & 11:00 am 

Lord of Life Lutheran Church, Bismarck, ND 
Pastor Nadine Lehr and Pastor Beth Walch 

 
Welcome to worship! This Sunday’s image of how the risen Christ shares his life 
with us is the image of the vine. Christ the vine and we the branches are alive in 

each other, in the mystery of mutual abiding that we read of in the gospel and the first letter of John. 
Baptism makes us a part of Christ’s living and life-giving self and makes us alive with Christ’s life. As 
the vine brings food to the branches, Christ feeds us at his table. We are sent out to bear fruit for the life 
of the world. 

 
Today’s order of service and songs are found in the booklet Let Us Enter In (LUEI). 

 Light type = Presiding and Assisting Ministers;  
Bold type indicates congregational responses. 

 
Gathering Hymn: LUEI #28, “Morning Has Broken”  
 
Invocation and Opening Song, p. 1             
Kyrie, p. 2                                                              
Song of Praise, p. 3 
Salutation, p. 3 
 
Prayer of the Day   
Let us pray…..O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish 
our life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness of your joy, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Welcome and Announcements (please pass the Friendship Pads) 
 
First Reading:  Acts 8:26-40  
26Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, ‘Get up and go towards the south to the road that goes down 
from Jerusalem to Gaza.’ (This is a wilderness road.) 27So he got up and went. Now there was an 
Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire 
treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was 
reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said to Philip, ‘Go over to this chariot and join it.’ 30So 
Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, ‘Do you understand what you are 
reading?’ 31He replied, ‘How can I, unless someone guides me?’ And he invited Philip to get in and sit 
beside him. 32Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this: ‘Like a sheep he was led to 
the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so he does not open his mouth.  33 In his 
humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away from 
the earth.’ 34The eunuch asked Philip, ‘About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about 
himself or about someone else?’ 35Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he 
proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 36As they were going along the road, they came to some 
water; and the eunuch said, ‘Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?’ 38He 
commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and 

 
Philip baptized him. 39When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; 
the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and 
as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to 
Caesarea. 

Second Reading:  1 John 4:7-21  
7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and 
knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9God’s love was revealed 
among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. 10In this 
is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our 
sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen 
God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 13By this we know that we 
abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 14And we have seen and do testify that 
the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 15God abides in those who confess that Jesus is 
the Son of God, and they abide in God. 16So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. 
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 17Love has been 
perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgement, because as he is, so are 
we in this world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with 
punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 19We love because he first loved us. 
20Those who say, ‘I love God’, and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a 
brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 21The commandment 
we have from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also. 
 
Children’s Message 
 
Alleluia, p. 4 
Gospel Reading:  John 15:1-8  
The Holy Gospel, according to St. John, the 15th Chapter. 
(Spoken response):  Thanks be to you, O God. 
1‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. 2He removes every branch in me that bears no 
fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3You have already been cleansed 
by the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear 
fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are 
the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do 
nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are 
gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for 
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit 
and become my disciples. 
(Spoken response): Praise be to you, O Christ.  
 
Sermon:   Pastor Nadine Lehr 
 
Hymn of the Day:  LUEI #24, “Lord of the Dance” 
 
Sacrament of Holy Baptism (11:00 am) 
 
Harrison Steven Bourgois, son of Steven and Kayla Bourgois. Baptismal sponsors are Ashley and 
Kevin LaBanca.  
At the conclusion of the baptism, the pastor and congregation will say: 



Through baptism God has made this new son a member of the priesthood we all share in Christ Jesus, 
that we may proclaim the praise of God and bear God’s creative and redeeming Word to all the world. 
We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share:  join us in giving thanks 
and praise to God and bearing God’s creative and redeeming word to all the world. 
 
Reception of New Members (11:00 am only)  
After the new members have been introduced, the pastor and congregation (bold type) will welcome 
them with the following words:  We welcome you into the Lord’s family.  We receive you as fellow 
members of the Body of Christ, children of the same heavenly Father, and workers with us in the 
kingdom of God. 
 
Prayers for the People of God, p. 5 
At the end of each petition, assisting minister and congregation will say:  “Gracious God, in your 
mercy; hear our prayer.” 
 
Offering, p. 6 
 Special Music: (8:30) Lord of Life Choir, “Children of the Heavenly Father” 
Offertory, “What have we to offer?” p. 6 (Last verse only) 
Offertory Prayer, p. 6 
 
The Great Thanksgiving, p. 7 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, p. 7 
Invitation and Words of Institution, p. 8 
The Prayer of Christ, p. 8 
 
Distribution: 
 Time for Reflection 
 “Lamb of God,” p. 9 

LUEI #4, “Bind Us Together” 
            LUEI #19, “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ” 
 LUEI #27, “Lord Listen To Your Children” 
 
Communion Blessing, p. 9 
Closing Prayer, p. 10 
Silence for Reflection, p. 10 
Blessing & Dismissal, p. 10 
 
Sending Hymn:  LUEI #23, “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing”  
 
Worship Participants:  Preaching: Nadine Lehr; Presiding: Beth Walch; Assisting: (8:30) Steve 
Andrist (11:00) Roxanne Gardner; Communion Assistants: (8:30) Steve & Barbara Andrist (11:00) 
Linda Simmons & Diane Clinton; Ushers: (8:30)  (11:00); Acolyte: (8:30) Macy Lemke (11:00) Emily 
Wahl; Song Leaders: (8:30) Mackenzie Swenson & Cammy Hornbacher (11:00) Cammy Hornbacher; 
Pianist: Nicholas Hornbacher; April Altar Guild: Diane Clinton, Lois Kruger, Diane Chepulis, and 
Barb Wrolstad; Powerpoint: Angie Bolme 
 
Prayers at Lord of Life:  Layne Billings, Jane Guiremand, Judy Swenson, Levi Gartner, Tim Johnson, 
John O’Brien, Les Leno, Roger Thompson, Andre Stephenson, Hugh Gustafson, Judy Sorenson, 
Michelle Parkin-Ellefson, Delayne & Dorothea Halverson, Branden Byrum, LeNor Dollinger, 

Evangeline Sauter, Dale Kolrud, Rev. Richard Beckmen, Brandi Christmann, Shirley Bolme, Sally 
Miller.  
 
Sympathies to Scot and Carrie Streyle and family on the death of Carrie’s father.  
 
Flowers are given today by:  Ron & Barb Koch. Helen Swenson. 
 
Stewardship Info:   
Attendance –Sun.(4-22) 238     Wed.(4-25): 70      Offering: General $12,716.01              
February Expenses: $59,478.02            February Income: $41,673.26 
Annual Expenses through February:  $106,308.52 
Annual Income through February:  $99,878.50 
 
April Service Group Leaders:  Carrie Streyle (391-1786)                       
 
Volunteers: Members with last names starting with “Lov” through “Mus” 
 
Worship Helps:  The Nursery is open, but not regularly staffed.  Parents may use it as needed.  An 
Infant care room is on the south side of the sanctuary.  Large print bulletins, a wheelchair and a 
walker, and personal p.a. devices are available from the ushers’ station. Activity bags for children are 
available on the tree rack in the narthex.  Children’s bulletins are available by the Activity Bags. 
Blended worship music folders (including lyrics and music) are available from the ushers. 
 
Today we will serve Holy Communion in worship. Those who come to receive the gifts of Christ’s 
body and blood for the strengthening of their faith and the forgiveness of their sins are welcome to eat 
and drink. Taste and see that the Lord is good! 
 
For Communion:  Grape juice is always available. Simply indicate “grape juice, please” when you get 
to the server. "Gluten free” communion wafers and wine are available.  Simply indicate “gluten free” to 
the server when you come to the communion station." If you need separate wine or grape juice please 
request that also.  
 
A short Baptism class will be offered on the second Sunday of each month after the 11:00 service 
(for about 30 minutes) for anyone interested in knowing more about the Sacrament of Baptism. Let the 
church office know if you will be attending one of these sessions.  

 
The 2018 Flower Chart is up. There are still many openings for altar flowers. You are welcome to take 
the flowers after the last service. Flowers not picked up by Monday morning will be taken to shut-ins. 
Please see the flower chart in the gathering area for more information. 

 

Flower Chart Openings 
 

Lord of Life will be hosting the Mission Gala banquet for the Western North Dakota Synod 
assembly on Thursday, May 31.  This is a big event including a sit-down dinner for 200 people and a 

June 17 Both Bouquets  July 1 One bouquet  

July 8 Both Bouquets  July 15 Both Bouquets  



silent auction to raise money for the Ministry Fund of the synod.  Lord of Life members will cook, serve 
and clean-up for the meal.  You can help by donating some of the food items needed for the meal and/or 
by volunteering your time to help during the week of May 28-May31.   Please check out the Mission 
Gala sign-up boards in the church lobby and offer your gifts of time, talent and food today! 
 
LWR: Quilt Sunday is today, April 29th. Help is needed on Monday, April 30th at 9:00 am, to fold, 
pack, label, seal, and moves the boxes. Two men would be very helpful!  The container for donations 
for shipping costs will be available in the narthex today, April 29th. If you aren't a quilter, you may love 
to be able to help in this manner, as it costs $2.25 to ship one quilt overseas.  Also, since the health kits 
will be packed on May 7th at 6:30 pm, you may like to be involved in that manner and those associated 
costs, as shipping is $2.65 for each kit. Last year we sent 181 health kits overseas!  Bath towels and 4 
oz. bars of soap are especially needed before May 6th.  
 
Women and girls at Lord of Life please join us today, April 29th from 2:30 pm – 4:30 pm in 
Fellowship Hall for a Style Show and High Tea Event! We expect to have about 20 models, special 
music, and spectacular treats! This is to help celebrate Lord of Life’s 50th Anniversary. Tickets are for 
sale: Women $3.00, Teens $2.00 and Girls (12 & under) $1.00. 
 
All past members of the Lord of Life choir, please join the choir for a performance of the 
Hallelujah Chorus May 6th during the anniversary celebration.  We will be having a practice the 
morning of May 6th at 8:00 AM in the choir room.  Please contact Nora Salveson with questions 701-
471-1092. 
 
The Altar Guild is seeking members to join us in a meaningful service to our church.  If you are 
interested in helping us out please contact Diane Chepulis (223-1908) for more information on what we 
do!   
 
Join the adult education class between services at 9:45 am today.  Jim Gray will lead an enlightening  
conversation about food waste and world hunger. We will continue to reflect on God’s gifts and our care 
of the earth. Join us on May 13th and 20th as we look at the topic of forgiveness.  
 
Have you volunteered in the last year? Mark your calendars! The volunteerism team would like to 
recognize all of our volunteers who help make Lord of Life run! On Sunday May 20th, and 
Wednesday May 23rd, we would like to honor all of our volunteers. Please come to worship so we can 
recognize you and you will receive a gift. After worship we will celebrate in the Fellowship Hall with 
cake and cupcakes.  
 
Church grounds clean up! All confirmation students, and anyone willing to help are encouraged to 
help with the spring cleaning of the church. Please meet on May 16th at 5:30pm with gloves and rakes 
ready to work! Many hands make light work!  

 
Graduates’ Sunday will be held Sunday, May 20th where we recognize the accomplishments of the 
graduating class of 2018.  The 8:30am and 11:00am services on Sunday and the 6:15pm service on 
Wednesday May 23rd will be led by the senior class. There will be a basket in the Fellowship Hall to 
collect cards for the seniors. The 2018 Graduates are Dustin Whitney, Parker Wahl, Jared Honeyman, 
Hannah Klipfel, Kalista Vetter, Amanda Baerlocher, Arianna Steele and Amanda Hintz.  
 
Blast off for Books!! Help the youth in collecting books for the children of Houston. Did you know 
that 3 in 5 Houston children lack reading-readiness skills when entering Kindergarten? That 1 in 4 

Houston children do not meet minimum standards at Grade 3 and that 2 in 5 Houston youth fail reading 
and writing exams required for graduation on first administration? The books you donate will be 
distributed at community book fairs, camps and other events around the city as part of the Gathering’s 
Service Learning experience.  More information and a complete list of books that are requested by the 
Houston Independent School District can be found at the Information Desk. Please turn books into the 
church office by May 20th. Thank you! 
 
The Youth are doing a Schwan Fundraiser. Through Schwans-Cares.com, you can order from 
Schwan’s Home Delivery and help us meet our fundraising goals. When you order by May 12th, we will 
receive 20% of product and 40% of eGift Card sales. All you have to do is give them or enter in this 
code: 37520 at checkout. No extra fee on your part. You are getting the food you love and a portion of 
that sale goes to help us out for our mission trip. Contact Janie if you have any questions! 

 
Please note the Freezer Meal Mission Trip Fundraiser in May has been canceled!     

 
Congratulations to our T-shirt design winner, Kyle Debertin! Shirts are now available for purchase 
on Wednesdays and Sundays . The cost per shirt is $10.00 for adult sizes and $8.00 for kid sizes.  Thank 
you to all who participated! 
 
A Big Thank You to our Property and Management Board for providing the wonderful pull out shelves 
in the kitchen. We no longer have to get on our hands and knees to reach the items way in the back. 
What a treat for all of our kitchen workers!!  

 

EVERYONE HAS AN OPINION AND WE WOULD LIKE YOURS! The education team would 
like your opinion on what tools you would like to assist you on your faith journey. We have a 
variety of ways to take the 4 question survey – paper (available at the church), links to a survey 
monkey (https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FNMCMTG) which is posted on our Lord of Life 
Facebook page and website.   Our purpose is to do some planning for the fall based on the 
survey results.  The survey will be open until May 18.  Please take the time if you are a 
confirmed member to participate.  Thank you for assisting us! 

 

Lord of Life College Scholarship application is available in the church office for those 
students accepted or returning students attending an ELCA college.  Please contact Barbara 
Andrist (240-4724) for details.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FNMCMTG


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  

 

 

New Members received at Lord of Life today are: 

(11:00 am service only) 

 

 

Erica & James Johnson 

Sponsor:  Denise MacDonald 

 

 

Jaycie & Adam Klabunde 

Sponsors:  Josh & Becky Kern 

 

 

Welcome to Lord of Life! 

Happening this week at Lord of Life 
Office Hours: 8:00 am – 4:00 pm 

Lunch Hour: 11:00 am – 12:00 pm 
Church office: (701) 223-2986 
www.lordoflifebismarck.org  

 
 
Sun., April 29 
No Sunday School 
8:30 am:  Worship 
9:45 am: Adult Education 
11:00 am: Worship & Baptism 
12:00 pm: Council Retreat 
2:00 pm: WELCA Tea & Style Show 
Mon., April 30 
5:30 pm:  Property Team Meeting 
Tues., May 1 
9:00 am: Staff Meeting 
9:30 am: Piecemakers 
5:00 pm: Evangelism Team Meeting 
5:30 pm: Worship Team Meeting 
5:30 pm: Newcomers Club 
6:30 pm: Volunteerism Team Meeting 
7:00 pm: Youth Team Meeting 
7:30 pm: Education Team Meeting 
Wed., May 2 
6:15 pm:  Worship 
7:00 pm: Church School 
7:00 pm: Confirmation Large Group 
Thurs., May 3 
Bulletin Deadline @ 12:00 pm 
3:00 pm: Executive Team Meeting 
6:00 pm: Stewardship Team Meeting 
6:30 pm: Nurtured Heart Class 
Sat., May 5 
8:30 am: Men’s Bible Study @ St. Alexius cafeteria 
Sun., May 6 
No Sunday School 
9:30 am: 50th Anniversary Worship Service 
11:00 am: Lunch in Fellowship Hall 
 






