
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

50th Anniversary Celebration 
Sunday, May 6, 2018; 9:30 a.m. 

Lord of Life Lutheran Church, Bismarck, ND 
Pastor Nadine Lehr and Pastor Beth Walch 

 
 
“Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations. . . from everlasting to 
everlasting, you are God.” (Psalm 90:1-2). Welcome to our worship in celebration 
of God’s abundant grace and mercy upon our congregation on the 50th anniversary 
of our historic charter.  We gather in the Lord’s presence at Christ’s invitation and 
in the company of the whole Church in heaven and on earth. God speaks to us as 
God freely bestows his precious gifts.  In response we offer God our thanks and 
praise! 
 
Elements in today’s worship service are taken from Evangelical Lutheran Worship 
(ELW) service book and hymnal.  Please turn to Setting III, pp. 138-146 as noted 
below. Hymns are located at the back of the book. 
 
(9:00am) Pre-Service Music coordinated by Levi and Bethany Andrist 
ELW #858, “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” 
Processional Hymn: ELW #856, “How Great is our God/How Great Thou Art” 
 
Welcome, Introduction of Guests and Charter Members: Pres. Al Klein 
 
50th Anniversary Video of life at Lord of Life 
 
Music by Church School Children      Directed by Kyle Debertin & Levi Andrist 
 
Children’s Sermon                                     Rev. Beth Walch 
  
Prayer of the Day                          Rev. Nadine Lehr 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. . . Gracious God, as we celebrate our past and rejoice in our present, 
we also look forward with eager eyes to the future. We pray that you would 
continue to make your love known among us. Give us a zeal for mission. Help us 
to look beyond our walls to those who do not know you. Make this church a 
blessing to those around us, and embolden us to move forward with strength 
toward what lies ahead, through Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. Amen.  
 



Remarks:  
David Leer, Charter Member 
Rev. Cole Bentley, former Coordinator of Youth and Family Ministry 
 
Musical Selection: “Love Grows Here”          Kevin and Renee Connell 
 
First Reading: Acts 10:44-48       Rev. Jeff Franko, previous Pastor 
While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. The 
circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the 
Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, for they heard them speaking 
in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, ‘Can anyone withhold the water for 
baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?’ So he 
ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to 
stay for several days. 
 
Second Reading: 1 John 5:1-6       Rev. Jeff Franko 
Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone 
who loves the parent loves the child. By this we know that we love the children of 
God, when we love God and obey his commandments. For the love of God is this, 
that we obey his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, for 
whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers 
the world, our faith. Who is it that conquers the world but the one who believes that 
Jesus is the Son of God? This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, 
not with the water only but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one 
that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. 
  
Gospel Acclamation, p. 143 
 
Gospel Reading: John 15:9-17            Rev. Phillip Leer, former LOL Seminarian 
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 15th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 
commandments and abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy 
may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. ‘This is my commandment, that 
you love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater love than this, to lay 
down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command 
you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what 
the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you 

everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but I chose 
you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father 
will give you whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving you these commands 
so that you may love one another. The Word of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon                   Rev. Phillip Leer 
 
Apostles’ Creed, p. 105                 Rev. Jeff Franko 
Prayers of Intercession                           Rev. Jeff Franko 
At the conclusion of each petition, the pastor and the congregation will say: “Lord 
in your mercy; hear our prayer.” 
 
Offering  
 “Bless This House”        Lord Of Life Choir, Director Nora Salveson 
                 
Offertory: ELW #182, “Let the Vineyards be Fruitful” 
 
Offertory Prayer         Rev. Karen Nelson, former LOL Seminarian 
 
Communion                                            Rev. Karen Nelson 
 Dialogue, p. 144 
 Preface, p. 144 
 Sanctus, “Holy, Holy, Holy,” p. 144 
 Words Of Institution 
 Lord’s Prayer, p.145 (left side; contemporary version) 
 
Distribution  
Today’s servers are:  Rev Lisa Ahlness, Rev. Cole Bentley, Rev. Sharon Korsmo, 
Rev. Nadine Lehr and Rev. Beth Walch 
 
“Lamb of God”, p. 146 
ELW #592, “Just As I Am, without One Plea” 
ELW #732, “Borning Cry” 
ELW #779, “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound” 
ELW #413, “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!” 
 
Post-Communion Blessing                                Rev. Karen Nelson 
Canticle, ELW #204, “Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise” 
 



Closing Prayer and Benediction              Rev. Nadine Lehr 
God of history and time, we thank you for the many gracious acts of salvation 
you have visited upon Lord of Life in our first 50 years. Continue to bless us 
with your presence in Word and Sacrament. Make of us a city set on a hill and a 
light that cannot be hidden so that others may know of your great love; through 
your Son Jesus Christ our Lord who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn: ELW #805, “Lead On, O King Eternal!” 
 
“Hallelujah Chorus”             Lord of Life Choir, Directed by Brach Johnson; 
      Former choir members and others who love to 
      sing this choral masterpiece are welcome to 
      join the choir. 
 
Worship Participants: Praise Band Musicians: Levi Andrist (piano), Bethany 
Andrist (lead vocalist), Nora Salveson (violin), Haley Wanner (guitar), Andrew 
Cooper (drums), and Margaret Bjelanovic (guitar); Ushers: Dwight & Kathy Gorder, 
Dennis & Betty Steele, and Marlin & Judy Mjelstad; Acolyte: Taryn Nelson & 
Madison Lein; Organist: Nancy Kleingartner; Choir Accompanist: Becky 
Salveson; May Altar Guild: Diane Clinton, Colleen Roberts, and Stephanie 
Swenson; Powerpoint: Beth Demke 
 
We welcome and encourage everyone to join us for lunch in the Fellowship Hall 
following worship.  
 
A note of gratitude and thanks.  The planning and execution of this 50th 
anniversary service and the meal that follows includes many individuals.   Foremost 
are those listed throughout the service.   Then there are those other listed worship 
participants.   In addition, there are the adults and children’s vocal musicians, LOL 
council’s Worship, Education and Volunteerism Teams, Beth Demke, Jessica 
Axtman, and Pastor Nadine.  Finally, last but not the least, those who provided meal 
desserts, the volunteers who helped prepare the fellowship for the meal, those who 
served and who helped with clean up.  Thank you everyone!  The 50th anniversary 
planning committee:  Martin Schock, Barb Koch, Bud Reiner and Larry 
Kleingartner. 
 
Lord of Life 50th Anniversary t-shirts are for sale, if you are interested in 
purchasing a shirt please go to the church office.  

 

HISTORY OF LORD OF LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

During the mid-1960s, the American Lutheran Church, the forerunner of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, noticed that the City of Bismarck was 
expanding to the northeast.  Consequently, a mission congregation was assembled 
and a mission church constructed at the present location.  The first worship service 
was held in the nearly completed church in October 1967 with 157 attending. 
 
During January of the next year, or 1968, Lord of Life Lutheran church was 
incorporated under the laws of the State of North Dakota.  A congregational 
organizational meeting was also held that month, and David Leer was elected 
congregational and council president. During 1968, 153 adults and children 
became members of the congregation.  Three of them remain members yet today:  
David Leer, Joan Leer and Marlys Selness.   
 
During its formative years, Lord of Life was blessed with sustaining financial help 
from other sources.  By 1974, the congregation’s own financial resources became 
adequate to support its staff and operating expenses.  As the congregation 
membership grew and new activities added, needs arose for occasional re-
modeling and two major facility expansions.  Construction of a new sanctuary and 
school classrooms was underway in 1978.  And, construction of an expanded 
gathering area, new fellowship area and offices was underway in 2003.  
 
During the past fifty years, the congregation has grown to a sustained baptized 
membership of about 1,100.   Lord of Life has been served by five senior pastors, 
four assistant pastors, nine youth and family directors, and more recently three 
children’s ministry directors.  Today, it has four full time staff and four part time 

staff who serve and assist with numerous activities, including worship, throughout 
the year.  During those fifty years, many members have joined and departed 
adding to the rich experiences and growth legacy of the congregation.  We are a 
church congregation committed to equipping people to “Know Christ, Grow in 
Christ and Go as Christ into the world.” 

 

 

 



Prayers at Lord of Life: Layne Billings, Jane Guiremand, Judy Swenson, Levi 
Gartner, Tim Johnson, John O’Brien, Les Leno, Roger Thompson, Andre 
Stephenson, Hugh Gustafson, Judy Sorenson, Michelle Parkin-Ellefson, Delayne & 
Dorothea Halverson, LeNor Dollinger, Dale Kolrud, Rev. Richard Beckmen, Shirley 
Bolme, Tom Hug.  
 
Sympathies to David and Pat Goodin on the death of David’s mother Mary Goodin.  
 

Flowers are given today by: Bud & Arlyce Reiner. 
 
Stewardship Info:   
Attendance – Sun.(4-29): 190 Wed.(5-2): 61   Offering:  General $7,643.50 
 
March Expenses: $51,807.82         March Income: $46,796.64 
Annual Expenses through March:  $158,116.34 
Annual Income through March:  $146,675.14 
 
May Service Group Leaders:  Doug and Bev Doolittle (224-0785) 
 
Volunteers: Members with last names starting with “Nat” through “Pri” 
 
Worship Helps: Nursery is open, but not regularly staffed.  Parents may use it 
as needed. An Infant care room is on the south side of the sanctuary. Large print 
bulletins, a wheelchair and a walker, and personal p.a. devices are available from 
the ushers’ station. Activity bags for children are available on the tree rack in the 
narthex. Children’s bulletins are available by the Activity Bags. “I Give 
Electronically” cards are available in the lobby near the children’s bulletins.  
 
Today we will serve Holy Communion in worship. Those who come to receive the 
gifts of Christ’s body and blood for the strengthening of their faith and the 
forgiveness of their sins are welcome to eat and drink. Taste and see that the Lord is 
good! 
 
For Communion:  Grape juice is always available. Simply indicate “grape juice, 
please” when you get to the server. "Gluten free” communion wafers and wine are 
available.  Simply indicate “gluten free” to the server when you come to the 
communion station." If you need separate wine or grape juice please request that 
also.  
 

A short Baptism class will be offered on the second Sunday of each month after 
the 11:00 service (for about 30 minutes) for anyone interested in knowing more 
about the Sacrament of Baptism. Let the church office know if you will be attending 
one of these sessions.  
 
The 2018 Flower Chart is up. There are still many openings for altar flowers. You 
are welcome to take the flowers after the last service. Flowers not picked up by 
Monday morning will be taken to shut-ins. Please see the flower chart in the 
gathering area for more information. 

 
FLOWER CHART OPENINGS 

 
 
“Mother the Camp”  Evangelism Team will be inviting you to consider 
providing pantry items or office supplies for the annual “Mother the Camp”, at 
Camp of the Cross Ministries.  A poster will be in the Narthex with items that are 
most needed and a list will also be available at the information desk.  Items will be 
collected May 9th – May 27th. Thank you for considering a gift for camp to help the 
experience of campers at CCM this summer! 
 
 
Lord of Life will be hosting the Mission Gala banquet for the Western North 
Dakota Synod assembly on Thursday, May 31.  This is a big event including a sit-
down dinner for 200 people and a silent auction to raise money for the Ministry 
Fund of the synod.  Lord of Life members will cook, serve and clean-up for the 
meal.  You can help by donating some of the food items needed for the meal and/or 
by volunteering your time to help during the week of May 28-May31.   Please check 
out the Mission Gala sign-up boards in the church lobby and offer your gifts of 
time, talent and food today! 
 
 
The Lord of Life Book Club will meet on June 14th at 4:45 pm to discuss A 
Wrinkle in Time and watch the new Disney movie based on the book.  The group 
will also meet July 12th and August 9th at 4:45 pm to discuss Touching Spirit Bear 
by Ben Mikaelson and Nothing But The Truth by AVI.   
 
 

June 17 Both Bouquets  July 1 One bouquet  

July 8 Both Bouquets  July 15 Both Bouquets  



LWR: Help wanted this Monday, May 7th at 6:30 pm to pack the Health kits, 
and just a few to add the bar codes, seal the boxes, and move them. 109 quilts 
have been packed and are ready to be shipped. Thanks to everyone who helped! 
 
 
Join us for Women's Bible Study on Tuesday, May 8th at 9:30 am, with Sue 
Stratton serving treats.  
 
 
Join the adult education class between services at 9:45 am on May 13th and 
20th as we look at the topic of forgiveness.  
 
 
The Altar Guild is seeking members to join us in a meaningful service to 
our church.  If you are interested in helping us out please contact Diane Chepulis 
(223-1908) for more information on what we do!   
 
 
Have you volunteered in the last year? Mark your calendars! The volunteerism 
team would like to recognize all of our volunteers who help make Lord of Life 
run! On Sunday May 20th, and Wednesday May 23rd, we would like to honor all of 
our volunteers. Please come to worship so we can recognize you and you will receive 
a gift. After worship we will celebrate in the Fellowship Hall with cake and 
cupcakes.  
 
 
Church grounds clean up! All confirmation students, and anyone willing to help 
are encouraged to help with the spring cleaning of the church. Please meet on 
May 16th at 5:30pm with gloves and rakes ready to work! Many hands make light 
work!  
 

 
Graduates’ Sunday will be held Sunday, May 20th where we recognize the 
accomplishments of the graduating class of 2018.  The 8:30am and 11:00am 
services on Sunday and the 6:15pm service on Wednesday May 23rd will be led by 
the senior class. There will be a basket in the Fellowship Hall to collect cards for the 
seniors. The 2018 Graduates are Dustin Whitney, Parker Wahl, Jared Honeyman, 
Hannah Klipfel, Kalista Vetter, Amanda Baerlocher, Arianna Steele and Amanda 
Hintz.  
 

Blast off for Books!! Help the youth in collecting books for the children of 
Houston. Did you know that 3 in 5 Houston children lack reading-readiness skills 
when entering Kindergarten? That 1 in 4 Houston children do not meet minimum 
standards at Grade 3 and that 2 in 5 Houston youth fail reading and writing exams 
required for graduation on first administration? The books you donate will be 
distributed at community book fairs, camps and other events around the city as part 
of the Gathering’s Service Learning experience.  More information and a complete 
list of books (ONLY ACCEPTING BOOKS FROM THAT LIST—NEW AND 
GENTLY USED) that are requested by the Houston Independent School District 
can be found at the Information Desk. Please turn books into the church office by 
May 20th. Thank you! 
 
 
The Youth are doing a Schwan Fundraiser. Through Schwans-Cares.com, you can 
order from Schwan’s Home Delivery and help us meet our fundraising goals. When 
you order by May 12th, we will receive 20% of product and 40% of eGift Card sales. 
All you have to do is give them or enter in this code: 37520 at checkout. No extra fee 
on your part. You are getting the food you love and a portion of that sale goes to help 
us out for our mission trip. Contact Janie if you have any questions! 
 

 
Please note the Freezer Meal Mission Trip Fundraiser in May has been 
canceled!   
   

 
EVERYONE HAS AN OPINION AND WE WOULD LIKE YOURS! The 
education team would like your opinion on what tools you would like to assist you 
on your faith journey. We have a variety of ways to take the 4 question survey – 
paper (available at the church), links to a survey monkey (https://
www.surveymonkey.com/r/FNMCMTG) which is posted on our Lord of Life 
Facebook page and website.   Our purpose is to do some planning for the fall based 
on the survey results.  The survey will be open until May 18.  Please take the time if 
you are a confirmed member to participate.  Thank you for assisting us! 

 
 

Lord of Life College Scholarship application is available in the church office for 
those students accepted or returning students attending an ELCA college.  Please 
contact Barbara Andrist (240-4724) for details.  
 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FNMCMTG
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FNMCMTG


 Missouri Slope Lutheran Care Center Hosts Golf Event. Please make plans to 
join us for a new and one of a kind fundraising event on June 8th! The 1st Annual 
Hillview Cup will take place at Golf Etc., 228 W. Front Ave, Bismarck. This event is 
a team long drive contest where teams of four will have 30 minutes to drive a golf 
ball as many times and as far as they can. The total cumulative yardage will be 
totaled to determine the event winner.  The event runs from 9am-6pm using the golf 
simulators at Golf Etc. Teams will sign up for 45-minute time slots after they register 
for the event. Join us for prizes, food and fun all to benefit a good cause! Register or 
get more information at www.mslcc.com/hillviewcup  

 
 
Vacation Bible School (VBS) is a fun faith formation experience to add to your 
summer calendar.  VBS will be Sunday, June 17 to Thursday, June 21 from 5:45pm 
to 7:45pm.  VBS is for ages 3 (by July 1, 2017) through fifth grade.  Pre-registration 
is required.  Registration forms are available in the office and on the church website. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happening this week at Lord of Life 
Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00 am-4:00 pm 

Lunch Hour: 11:00 am-12:00 pm  
Church Office: 701-223-2986 
www.lordoflifebismarck.org  

 
Sun., May 6 
9:00 am: Pre-Service Music 
9:30 am: Worship 
Lunch in Fellowship Hall following worship 
Mon., May 7 
3:30 pm: Cozy Comfort 
Tues., May 8 
9:00 am:  Staff Meeting 
9:30 am:  Women’s Bible Study 
7:00 pm: Council Meeting 
7:00 pm: Boy Scouts 
Wed., May 9 
6:15 pm: Worship 
7:00 pm:  Confirmation Small Group 
7:00 pm: Whole Family Church School 
Thurs., May 10 
Bulletin Deadline @ 12:00 pm 
Sat., May 12 
8:30 am: Men’s Bible Study @ St. Alexius cafeteria 
Sun., May 13 
8:30 am: Worship 
9:45 am: Sunday School 
9:45 am: Adult Ed 
11:00 am: Worship & Baptism 
 
 

http://www.mslcc.com/hillviewcup

