
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost—Lectionary 15 
Sunday, July 15, 2018; 9:30 am 

Lord of Life Lutheran Church, Bismarck, ND 
Pastor Nadine Lehr and Pastor Beth Walch 

 
Welcome to worship! In today’s reading from the Old Testament, Amos tells 
Israel that the poor are being trampled, which threatens the power of the priests 
and kings.  And in the Gospel, John the Baptist speaks truth to power and Herod 
has him beheaded.  But in Herod’s fear of John the Baptist, we hear hope for the 
oppressed: that all the prophets killed through the ages are alive in Christ and we 
are called to witness to justice in their company.  May our worship empower us to 
care for the poor and to speak on their behalf.   
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, full of compassion and mercy, abounding 
in steadfast love. 
Amen. 
Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, 
let us confess our sin against God and one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Eternal God our creator, 
in you we live and move and have our being. 
Look upon us, your children, 
the work of your hands. 
Forgive us all our offenses, 
and cleanse us from proud thoughts and empty desires. 
By your grace draw us near to you, 
our refuge and our strength; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Since we are justified by faith, 
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit given to us. 

In the mercy of almighty God, 
Christ died for us while we still were sinners; 

and for his sake, God ☩ forgives you all your sins. 
Amen. 
 
Gathering Song: “10,000 Reasons (Bless The Lord)” 
 
Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 
Sharing of the Peace 
We greet one another with the words, “Peace be with you.” 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. . . .O God, from you come all holy desires, all good counsels, and 
all just works. Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot 
give, that our hearts may be set to obey your commandments; and also that 
we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and 
quietness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Song of Praise: “Worthy Is The Lamb” 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
First Reading: Amos 7:7-15  
7This is what he showed me: the Lord was standing beside a wall built with a 
plumb-line, with a plumb-line in his hand. 8And the Lord said to me, ‘Amos, 
what do you see?’ And I said, ‘A plumb-line.’ Then the Lord said, ‘See, I am 
setting a plumb-line in the midst of my people Israel; I will never again pass them 
by; 9 the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate, and the sanctuaries of Israel 
shall be laid waste, and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.’ 
10Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel, saying, 
‘Amos has conspired against you in the very center of the house of Israel; the land 
is not able to bear all his words. 11For thus Amos has said, “Jeroboam shall die by 
the sword, and Israel must go into exile away from his land.” 12And Amaziah said 
to Amos, ‘O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, earn your bread there, and 



prophesy there; 13but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king’s 
sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom.’ 14 Then Amos answered Amaziah, ‘I 
am no prophet, nor a prophet’s son; but I am a herdsman, and a dresser of 
sycamore trees, 15and the Lord took me from following the flock, and the Lord 
said to me, “Go, prophesy to my people Israel.” Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm: Psalm 85:8-13 (read responsively) 
8Let me hear what God the Lord will speak, 
   for he will speak peace to his people, 
   to his faithful, to those who turn to him in their hearts. 
9 Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him, 
   that his glory may dwell in our land.  
10 Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; 
   righteousness and peace will kiss each other.  
11 Faithfulness will spring up from the ground, 
   and righteousness will look down from the sky.  
12 The Lord will give what is good, 
   and our land will yield its increase.  
13 Righteousness will go before him, 
   and will make a path for his steps. 
 
SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:3-14  
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4just as he chose us in 
Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in 
love. 5He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according 
to the good pleasure of his will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely 
bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7In him we have redemption through his blood, 
the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8that he 
lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight 9he has made known to us the 
mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10as 
a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and 
things on earth. 11In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been 
destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according 
to his counsel and will, 12so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, 
might live for the praise of his glory. 13In him you also, when you had heard the 
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked 
with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14this is the pledge of our inheritance 

towards redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory. 
 
Children’s Message 
 
Gospel: Mark 6:14-29  
The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 6th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
14King Herod heard of it, for Jesus’ name had become known. Some were saying, 
‘John the baptizer has been raised from the dead; and for this reason these powers 
are at work in him.’ 15But others said, ‘It is Elijah.’ And others said, ‘It is a 
prophet, like one of the prophets of old.’ 16But when Herod heard of it, he said, 
‘John, whom I beheaded, has been raised.’ 17For Herod himself had sent men who 
arrested John, bound him, and put him in prison on account of Herodias, his 
brother Philip’s wife, because Herod had married her. 18For John had been telling 
Herod, ‘It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.’ 19And Herodias had a 
grudge against him, and wanted to kill him. But she could not, 20for Herod feared 
John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he protected him. When 
he heard him, he was greatly perplexed; and yet he liked to listen to him. 21But an 
opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and 
officers and for the leaders of Galilee. 22When his daughter Herodias came in and 
danced, she pleased Herod and his guests; and the king said to the girl, ‘Ask me 
for whatever you wish, and I will give it.’ 23And he solemnly swore to her, 
‘Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even half of my kingdom.’ 24She went out 
and said to her mother, ‘What should I ask for?’ She replied, ‘The head of John 
the baptizer.’ 25Immediately she rushed back to the king and requested, ‘I want 
you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.’ 26The king was 
deeply grieved; yet out of regard for his oaths and for the guests, he did not want 
to refuse her. 27Immediately the king sent a soldier of the guard with orders to 
bring John’s head. He went and beheaded him in the prison, 28brought his head on 
a platter, and gave it to the girl. Then the girl gave it to her mother. 29When his 
disciples heard about it, they came and took his body, and laid it in a tomb.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon: Pastor Beth Walch 
 
Song of the Day:  “What A Friend We Have In Jesus” 
 
 



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
At the end of each petition, assisting minister and congregation will say:  
“Gracious God, in your mercy; hear our prayer.” 
 
Offering 
 
Offering Prayer 
Let us pray. Merciful God, you open wide your hand and satisfy the need of 
every living thing. You have set this feast before us. Open our hands to receive 
it. Open our hearts to embrace it. Open our lives to live it. We pray this 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Words of Institution 
 
Lord's Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever. Amen. 
 
Communion 
Communion will be served by intinction. Please follow the instructions of the 
ushers to the chancel. The first server will give you a wafer. Please hold it and 
proceed to the second server who has a chalice of wine or grape juice. Dip the 
wafer into the chalice of your choice. The wine is served first, the grape juice 
second. Following communion please return to your seat. 
 
 “Just As I Am” 
 “I Love to Tell the Story” 
 
Communion Blessing 
Let us pray. Jesus Christ, host of this meal, you have given us not only this 
bread and cup, but your very self, that we may feast on your great love. Filled 
again by these signs of your grace, may we hunger for your reign of justice, 
may we thirst for your way of peace, for you are Lord forevermore.  
Amen. 
 
Benediction 
May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or 

imagine, grant you the gifts of faith and hope. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and 
Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Dismissal 
Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
Sending Song: “All The People Said Amen” 
 
 



Worship Participants: Preaching: Beth Walch; Presiding: Nadine Lehr; 
Assisting: Sheryl Hardy; Communion Assistants: Lynelle Lepp & Pat Goodin; 
Ushers: Keith & Beth Demke; Acolyte: Brackston Kemmet;  July Altar Guild: 
Deb Burke, Sherrie Muse, and Linda Simmons; Powerpoint: Reid Halvorson 
 
Prayers at Lord of Life:  Layne Billings, Judy Swenson, Levi Gartner, Tim 
Johnson, John O’Brien, Les Leno, Roger Thompson, Andre Stephenson, Judy 
Sorenson, Michelle Parkin-Ellefson, Delayne & Dorothea Halverson, Rev. 
Richard Beckmen, Tom Hug, Ramona Sorneson, Shae Byrum, Caleb Fleck, 
Duane Barry, Betty Anderson, Craig Carlson.  
 
Sympathies to Lynn Swenson and family on the death of Pearl Swenson.  
 
Flowers are given today by: Derek & Dimu Jundt and Harley & Mavis Jundt in 
memory of our father, Victor Perera.  
 
Stewardship Info:   
Attendance –Sun. (7-8): 165    Wed. (7-11): 48    Offering: General $7,873.00 
June Expenses: $44,160.07            June Income: $42,449.67 
 
Annual Expenses through June:  $304,544.82 
Annual Income through June:  $290,550.28 
 
July Service Group Leaders:  Allan & Shirley Klein (667-2904)  
     Dave & Pat Goodin (221-2371) 
Volunteers: Members with last names starting with “Scha” through “Stei” 
 
Worship Helps: The Nursery is open, but not regularly staffed.  Parents may 
use it as needed.  An Infant care room is on the south side of the sanctuary. 
Large print bulletins, a wheelchair and a walker, and personal p.a. devices are 
available from the ushers’ station. Activity bags for children are available on the 
tree rack in the narthex. Children’s Bulletins are available by the Activity Bags. 
Blended worship music folders (including lyrics and music) are available from 
the ushers. “I Give Electronically” cards are available in the lobby near the 
children’s bulletins.  
 
Today we will serve Holy Communion in worship. Those who come to receive 
the gifts of Christ’s body and blood for the strengthening of their faith and the 

forgiveness of their sins are welcome to eat and drink. Taste and see that the Lord 
is good! 
 
For Communion:  Grape juice is always available. Simply indicate “grape juice, 
please” when you get to the server.  "Gluten free” communion wafers and wine 
are available.  Simply indicate “gluten free” to the server when you come to the 
communion station." If you need separate wine or grape juice please request that 
also.  
 
A short Baptism class will be offered on the second Sunday of each month 
after the 11:00 service (for about 30 minutes) for anyone interested in knowing 
more about the Sacrament of Baptism. Let the church office know if you will be 
attending one of these sessions.  
 
The 2018 Flower Chart is up. There are still many openings for Altar flowers, 
including some Sundays with only one of the two bouquets donated. You are 
welcome to take the flowers after the last service. Flowers not picked up by 
Monday morning will be taken to shut-ins. Please see the flower chart in the 
gathering area for more information. 
 

FLOWER CHART OPENINGS 

COMMUNION ASSISTANT OPENINGS 
 

 

USHER OPENINGS 
 
 
 

 
The Depression/Anxiety support group will meet again on Wednesday, July 
18 at 10:30 am.  If you or someone you know would like to visit with a caring 
group about how to deal with your feelings, please come to the church for this 
meeting.  Pastor Nadine will facilitate the discussion. 

October 21 Both Bouquets October 28 Both Bouquets 

November 4 One Bouquet November 18 Both Bouquets 

July 29 9:30 August 5 9:30 

August 12 9:30 August 19 9:30 

July 22 9:30 July 29 9:30 

August 5 9:30 August 12 9:30 



The Lord of Life Book Club will meet on August 9th at 4:45 pm to discuss 
Nothing But The Truth by AVI.   
 
Please mark your calendars for our traditional "Quilters' Reunion" on Tuesday, 
July 17th at 11:45am at the home of Judy Kudrna. This is a pot luck salad 
luncheon.  
 
Join Pastor Beth on Thursday mornings at CRACKER BARREL at 9 am for 
breakfast and conversation. We will choose a topic from a jar or just talk about 
what’s going on in life. No pressure to share, just come and listen if you want. 
Anyone entering 9-12th grades is welcome! Bring your friends! Thursday July 
19th and August 2nd, 16th and 30th.   

 
Come join the fun for the Summer Confirmation Cookout on Sunday evening 
July 29th at Sertoma Park, Shelter #7, beginning at 5:00pm. All Confirmation 
kids, parents, siblings and guides are invited to play lawn games, eat good food, 
and let’s get to know each other a little better! Pastor Beth will be at the grill with 
brats and burgers, please bring a side dish or dessert to share. Paper goods and 
condiments will also be provided.  

 
SAVE THE DATE JULY 31st  FOR LOL WOMEN OF THE ELCA (That is 
any women of LOL) FLOWERS AND FELLOWSHIP EVENT! The Women 
of Lord of Life are invited for an evening of Flowers and Fellowship at Wiese 
Acres, the home of Gene and Kathleen Wiese, on Tuesday, July 31 at 7:00 pm.  
Wiese Acres is the home of 12 themed flower gardens, a large vegetable garden, a 
fruit orchard, and many hundreds of different trees, shrubs, and plants.  There are 
many seating areas where you can stop to rest and enjoy the gardens or watch the 
birds and butterflies. There will be a program, door prizes and refreshments. 
There will be a sign up sheet at the church if you are willing to provide a vehicle 
for car pooling and a sign up for those that need a ride, please be at the church at 
6:30 pm. Wiese Acres is located approximately 4½ miles north of the North Wal-
Mart on Highway 83.  To reach their place, take Highway 83 north to 110th 
Avenue (after mile marker 95).  Turn east (right) on 110th Ave and then turn south 
(right) on Rushmore Road.  Wiese Acres is the 4th home on the west side of 
Rushmore Road.  If you have any questions, contact Janell Quinlan at 224-8244 
or jjqnd@outlook.com. 
 

Join the fun and see the Bismarck Larks play ball on August 9th at 7:00pm. 
Twenty five people can sign up and meet at the ballfield for a fun family night! 
Cost is $12 for the game and a hat or $20 for the game, a hat and all you can eat 
ballpark food, soda and water for 90 minutes after the gate opens! The sign up 
sheet is available at the information desk, the deadline to sign up is July 
22nd! Please remember to list your phone number as payment will be due 
ahead of time, Crystal Engel will contact you with a payment process.  

 
Lord of Life currently has three of our church members who 
are seeking assistance from the Lutheran Social Services 
Senior Companion/Volunteer Companion program.  These 
individuals would love to have a companion who would come to 
visit a few hours a week, take them to an occasional appointment, 
help with minor tasks, or simply spend some time with them.  

Volunteering to be a companion would be personally rewarding and would greatly 
enhance their lives.  Please consider the companionship program!  For more 
information contact Shirley Klein at 701-391-7166.  
 
Just a reminder Lord of Life offers the Give+ smartphone app. The free app 
is available through the Apple App Store and Google Play. Simply search for 
“GivePlus” and install with location services turned on to search for Lord of 
Life. Creating an account requires your email address and custom password. Once 
your account is created, you can use your TouchID/Fingerprint or custom PIN to 
login. Information is available for you to take home in the narthex.  
 
Lutheran Campus Ministry is returning to Bismarck and we need your help 
to get it going. The Campus Ministry Planning Team - made up of members from 
several local ELCA congregations - is hoping to gather a list of people interested 
in supporting campus ministry and being involved with getting it up and running. 
If you are a student, faculty or staff member at Bismarck State College, the 
University of Mary or United Tribes Technical College - we would love to hear 
from you! Pastor Craig Schweitzer at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church is 
gathering contact information. If you are interested in helping launch 
campus ministry this fall, send your contact information to 
craig@goodshepherdbismarck.com or call 701-255-1001. 
 
 
 

mailto:craig@goodshepherdbismarck.com


Please watch garage sales for gently used items for the baby layettes, as well 
as bed sheets to be used for the backs of quilts.  All baby clothes must be sizes 
0 - 24 months. Items needed for layettes are receiving and baby blankets (no 
quilts or heavy blankets), hooded sweatshirts, sweaters, sleepers without feet, 
kimonos, knit pants, undershirts, t-shirts (long or short sleeves), socks, hand 
towels, and bar soap.  

 
Please note: Pastor Nadine will be on sabbatical from August 13th through 
November 5th.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happening this week at Lord of Life 
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 8:00 am-4:00 pm  

Friday 8:00 am-1:00 pm 
Lunch Hour: 11:00 am-12:00 pm 

Church Office: 223-2986 
www.lordoflifebismarck.org  

 
 
Sun., July 15 
9:30 am Worship 
Tues., July 17 
7:00 pm:  Boy Scouts 
Wed., July 18 
10:30 am: Depression Support Group 
6:15 pm: Worship 
Thurs., July 19 
Bulletin Deadline @ 12:00 pm 
Fri,, July 20 
Newsletter Deadline @ 12:00 pm 
Sat., July 21 
8:30 am: Men’s Bible Study 
Sun., July 22 
9:30 am: Worship & Baptism 
 


