
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost—Lectionary 22 
Sunday, September 2, 2018: 9:30 am 

Lord of Life Lutheran Church, Bismarck, ND 
Pastor Nadine Lehr and Pastor Beth Walch 

 
Welcome to worship!  In today’s gospel reading, Jesus engages with the scribes and Pharisees 
over the question of ritual cleanliness. Jesus protests when human customs are given the weight 
of divine law while the essence of God’s commandments are ignored. True uncleanness comes 
not from external things but from the intentions of the human heart.  Today we ask God to 
create in us clean hearts and to help us remain rooted in his Word of grace.  

 
Today’s worship service is taken from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) service book 
and hymnal. Please turn to Setting III, pp. 138-146, for the order of the service and to the back 
of the book for the hymns.   

Light type = Presiding and Assisting Ministers; Bold type = Congregation  
 

Gathering Hymn: ELW #520, “Dearest Jesus, At Your Word”  
 
Greeting and Kyrie, pp. 138-139 
Hymn of Praise, “This is the Feast,” pp. 140-141 
 
Prayer of the Day 
O God our strength, without you we are weak and wayward creatures. Protect us from all 
dangers that attack us from the outside, and cleanse us from all evil that arises from 
within ourselves, that we may be preserved through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Welcome and Announcements (please pass the Friendship Pad) 

  
First Reading: Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9  
1So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes and ordinances that I am teaching you to observe, so 
that you may live to enter and occupy the land that the Lord, the God of your ancestors, is 
giving you. 2You must neither add anything to what I command you nor take away anything 
from it, but keep the commandments of the Lord your God with which I am charging you. 
6You must observe them diligently, for this will show your wisdom and discernment to the 
peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, ‘Surely this great nation is a wise and 
discerning people!’ 7For what other great nation has a god so near to it as the Lord our God is 
whenever we call to him? 8And what other great nation has statutes and ordinances as just as 
this entire law that I am setting before you today? 9But take care and watch yourselves closely, 
so as neither to forget the things that your eyes have seen nor to let them slip from your mind 
all the days of your life; make them known to your children and your children’s children. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

Second Reading: James 1:17-27 
17Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from the 
Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 18In fulfilment of his 
own purpose he gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would become a kind of first 
fruits of his creatures. 19You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, 
slow to speak, slow to anger; 20for your anger does not produce God’s righteousness. 
21Therefore rid yourselves of all sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with 
meekness the implanted word that has the power to save your souls. 22But be doers of the word, 
and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. 23For if any are hearers of the word and not 
doers, they are like those who look at themselves in a mirror; 24for they look at themselves and, 
on going away, immediately forget what they were like. 25But those who look into the perfect 
law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who forget but doers who act—they 
will be blessed in their doing. 26If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues 
but deceive their hearts, their religion is worthless. 27Religion that is pure and undefiled before 
God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself 
unstained by the world. Thanks be to God. 
 
Children’s Message 
 
Gospel Acclamation, “Alleluia,” p. 142 
Gospel: Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23  
The Holy Gospel, according to St. Mark, the 7th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord.  
7Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered 
around him, 2they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with defiled hands, that is, 
without washing them. 3(For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly 
wash their hands, thus observing the tradition of the elders; 4and they do not eat anything from 
the market unless they wash it; and there are also many other traditions that they observe, the 
washing of cups, pots, and bronze kettles.) 5So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, ‘Why 
do your disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?’ 
6He said to them, ‘Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as it is written, “This people 
honors me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me; 7 in vain do they worship me, 
teaching human precepts as doctrines.”  8You abandon the commandment of God and hold to 
human tradition.’ 14Then he called the crowd again and said to them, ‘Listen to me, all of you, 
and understand: 15there is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but the things 
that come out are what defile.’ 21For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions 
come: fornication, theft, murder, 22adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, 
slander, pride, folly. 23All these evil things come from within, and they defile a person.’  
Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
Sermon: Bruce Boe 
 

Hymn of the Day:  ELW #793, “Be Thou My Vision” 
 
Apostles’ Creed, p. 105 



Prayers of Intercession, p. 143 
At the conclusion of each petition, the minister and the congregation will say:  “Lord in your 
mercy:  hear our prayer.” 
 

Sharing of the Peace, p. 143 
We greet one another with the words, “Peace be with you.” 
 

Offering 
 Offertory ELW #182, “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful” 
Offertory Prayer 
Communion 
 Dialogue, p. 144 
 Preface, p. 144 
 Sanctus, “Holy, Holy, Holy,” p. 144 
 Words of Institution 
 Lord’s Prayer (contemporary version, left side), p. 145 
 
Distribution 
 Time for Reflection 
 “Lamb of God,” p. 146 
 ELW #512, “Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil” 
 ELW #772, “Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways” 
 ELW #814, “Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am” 
 
Post-Communion Blessing 
Post-Communion Canticle, ELW #204, “Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise” 
Post-Communion Prayer 
Blessing and Dismissal, p. 146 
 
Sending Hymn:  ELW #824, “This Is My Father’s World” 
 
Worship Participants: Preaching: Bruce Boe; Presiding: Beth Walch; Assisting: Steve 
Andrist; Communion Assistants: Barbara Andrist & Lynelle Lepp; Ushers: Gary & Diane 
Chepulis; Acolyte: Samantha Reich; Song Leader: Nora Salveson; Pianist: Marilyn Kesterke; 
September Altar Guild: Nancy Kleingartner, Betty Steele and Judy Miller; Powerpoint: Reid 
Halvorson 
 
Prayers at Lord of Life: Layne Billings, Judy Swenson, Levi Gartner, Tim Johnson, John 
O’Brien, Roger Thompson, Andre Stephenson, Michelle Parkin-Ellefson, Delayne & Dorothea 
Halverson, Rev. Richard Beckmen, Tom Hug, Ramona Sorneson, Shae Byrum, Caleb Fleck, 
Duane Barry, Betty Anderson, Craig Carlson, Shelly Blumhagen, Arlow Bien, Doreen 
Kadrmas. 
 
Sympathies to the Ledahl, Schmidt & Muse families on the death of their cousin, Judy 
Sorenson.  

Congratulations to Dan and Chelsea Christensen on the birth of their baby boy, Kaj 
Christensen.  
 

Flowers are given today by: Gene & Kathleen Wiese in honor of our 40th wedding 
anniversary. 
 
Stewardship Info:   
Attendance – Sun.(8-26): 170 Wed.(8-29): 44   Offering:  General $8,406.25 
 
July Expenses: $45,274.72            July Income: $45,644.71 
Annual Expenses through July:  $349,819.54 
Annual Income through July:  $336,194.99 
 
September Service Group Leaders:  Steve and Sherrie Muse (258-7167) 
 
Volunteers: Members with last names starting with “Voe” through “Win” 
 
Worship Helps: Nursery is open, but not regularly staffed.  Parents may use it as needed. 
An Infant care room is on the south side of the sanctuary. Large print bulletins, a 
wheelchair and a walker, and personal p.a. devices are available from the ushers’ station. 
Activity bags for children are available on the tree rack in the narthex. Children’s bulletins 
and Taking Faith Home are available by the Activity Bags. “I Give Electronically” cards 
are available in the lobby near the children’s bulletins.  
 

Today we will serve Holy Communion in worship. Those who come to receive the gifts of 
Christ’s body and blood for the strengthening of their faith and the forgiveness of their sins are 
welcome to eat and drink. Taste and see that the Lord is good! 
 

For Communion:  Grape juice is always available. Simply indicate “grape juice, please” when 
you get to the server. "Gluten free” communion wafers and wine are available.  Simply indicate 
“gluten free” to the server when you come to the communion station." If you need separate 
wine or grape juice please request that also.  
 
A short Baptism class will be offered on the third Sunday in September after the 11:00 
service (for about 30 minutes) for anyone interested in knowing more about the Sacrament of 
Baptism. Let the church office know if you will be attending one of these sessions.  
 
The 2018 Flower Chart is up. There are still many openings for altar flowers, including some 
Sundays with only one of the two bouquets donated. You are welcome to take the flowers after 
the last service. Flowers not picked up by Monday morning will be taken to shut-ins. Please see 
the flower chart in the gathering area for more information. 
 

 
 
 



FLOWER CHART OPENINGS 

 
COMMUNION ASSISTANT OPENINGS 

 
 

USHER OPENINGS 

 
 
 
 

 
Don’t forget, confirmation classes begin next week, Wednesday September 5th at 7:00 pm 
with an orientation session! Please arrive ready to go immediately at 7:00 pm, there is a lot of 
information to cover. Information is also available on the Lord of Life website under the 
LEARN tab that includes the calendar for the year with assignments for each week. Please 
make sure Pastor Beth has your current cell phone number and e-mail address so that she is able 
to keep you posted with reminders and any updates. Thanks for living out your baptismal 
promises to your child that you made that you will bring them to God's house, worship with 
them, teach them the Ten Commandments, the Creeds and Lord's Prayer! Together we are 
raising disciples that can go out into the world and live those promises too.  
 
Mark your calendars for Rally Day September 9, 2018! Join us for a kickoff to church 
school with an exciting service and music at 9:30 am. Sunday School and Wednesday School 
kids will get to meet their new teachers, explore their classroom and play games, including a 
Cake Walk!!  We will be having a FAMILY POTLUCK starting at 11:00 am in the 
Fellowship Hall. Pulled Pork, Hotdogs and Cole Slaw will be provided. Families with last 
names A-N bring desserts! Families with last names O-Z bring salads to share. Join us for a fun 
filled morning of praise and fellowship as we kickoff the new year of Sunday School! 
 
My name is Maison McDowall and my confirmation project is organizing the nursery toys 
into the different age groups and getting new supplies. After looking in the nursery, we don't 
have many toys for the two and three year olds. There will be a basket for toys outside the 
sanctuary until September 9th. Some of the items we want are cars, trucks, dolls with 
clothing, chubby books, talking books, activity books, construction toys, and kitchen toys. For 
general needs we need diapers, wipes, individually packaged toddler snacks, Clorox wipes, and 
paper towels. Please no stuffed animals, legos, or wooden blocks.  
 
 
 

October 28 Both Bouquets November 4 Both Bouquets 

November 25 Both Bouquets  December 16 One Bouquet 

September 23 8:30 & 11:00 September 30 11:00 

October 7 8:30 & 11:00 October 14 8:30 & 11:00 

September 16 11:00 September 23 11:00 

September 30 8:30 & 11:00 October 7 8:30 & 11:00 

WE NEED YOU!  Being an usher is a great way to serve at Lord Of Life.  Ushers greet fellow 
members and visitors, distribute worship aids, collect offering and assist with the flow of our 
worship services.  We will offer two brief training sessions on Sunday, September 16 and 
September 30 at 10:20 am.  Please mark your calendar, plan to come to one of the training 
sessions and help with this essential service. 

 
The Young at Hearts Reunion will be held on Tuesday, September 25th, 11:00am-1:00pm 
in fellowship hall.  If food and fun sound good to you and you are of senior citizen age please 
come join us. Lunch will be provided. The group will focus on Hospitality, Simplicity, Food 
and FUN! We will get acquainted, enjoy lunch, and talk about what interests you for this senior 
group. Contact Jan Kolding, Erlys Fardal or Mavis Jundt if you have any questions. Hope to see 
you there!  
 
A new stove has been anonymously donated for the “old” kitchen, thank you for your 
generosity! 
 
Lord of Life Book Club will meet Wednesday, September 19th at 4:45 pm. 
The Alchemist follows the journey of an Andalusian shepherd boy named Santiago. Believing a 
recurring dream to be prophetic, he asks a Romani fortune teller in a nearby town about its 
meaning. The woman interprets the dream as a prophecy telling the boy that he will discover a 
treasure at the Egyptian pyramids. Books are available for check out in the church office.   
 
The Evangelism Committee is looking for wide mouth quart jars for hospitality bags. We 
are looking for roughly 100 jars. Please drop them off at the church office. Thanks! 
 
Please note the church received notice that there has been an increase in the cost of altar 
flowers starting September 1st, 2018. If you are signed up for flowers from September 1st 
through December 31st the cost of one bouquet will be $25.00; or $50.00 for both bouquets.  

 
Lord of Life currently has three of our church members who are seeking assistance from 
the Lutheran Social Services Senior Companion/Volunteer Companion program.  These 
individuals would love to have a companion who would come to visit a few hours a week, take 
them to an occasional appointment, help with minor tasks, or simply spend some time with 
them.  Volunteering to be a companion would be personally rewarding and would greatly 
enhance their lives.  Please consider the companionship program!  For more information 
contact Shirley Klein at 701-391-7166.  
 
Our musicians do more than sing and play instruments; they actually lead people in 
worshipping God through music. It’s a pretty phenomenal thing to do! A huge THANKS to 
each of you! And, a huge WELCOME to any of you interested in using your musical talents to 
praise God at LOL. Contact Marilyn Kesterke, music coordinator, (musicmk@bis.midco.net 
or 701-222-1937) if you’re interested in being involved. 

 
 

mailto:musicmk@bis.midco.net


The next Depression/Anxiety Group meeting will be held on Wednesday, September 19th at 
1:00 pm.  

 
Lord of Life has received a memorial gift of $6,500.00 from the estate of Pete Peterson.  
The Peterson family gave this gift as a matching gift for the construction of a new garage with 
additional space. If you would like to help match the gift, please write a check to Lord of Life 
and note “garage” on the memo line. Thank you for your generosity!  

 
Come make music and friends in the choir!  Join the Lord of Life Choir. This group is open 
to all confirmation and high school student (7th – 12th), college students, and adults.  Music 
experience and music reading is not necessary.  The choir practices from 9:45 – 10:45 
(starting September 16th) on Sundays in the choir room.  Join us for a couple of practices 
and try it out.  We look forward to seeing you! 

 
Mark your calendars for the 2018 CROP Walk for Hunger on October 14th. Registration 
will begin at 12:30 pm. Everyone will gather on the steps of the capitol at 1:30 pm. Money 
raised at the Bismarck/Mandan CROP Hunger walk benefits programs and people around the 
globe and here in the United States. The Bismarck/Mandan CROP Hunger Walk also benefits 
local agencies such as the Ruth Meiers Hospitality House, the Abused Adult Resource Center, 
AID, Inc., and the Bismarck Emergency Food Pantry since 25% of the money raised at our 
CROP Walk goes directly to these agencies. Contact the CROP Walk recruiter from your 
church or Allison Germolus at 400-0053 to get involved.  Remember: WE WALK BECAUSE 
THEY WALK. 
 
Do you like to sing? Would you like some financial help so that you can attend youth 
events like conferences, trips, and camp? If so, do I have a deal for you! If you are willing 
to attend choir practices from 9:45-10:45 on Sunday mornings AND if you are willing to sing 
with the choir at Sunday services, the Lord of Life choir is willing to give you a scholarship (a 
gift) of up to $130 per semester (same as school semesters) depending upon how many 
practices and performances you attend. Wow! Here’s how it works. The money will be given 
directly to Pastor Beth for your use at those events. The money you are given is yours and yours 
alone. The only catch is that you must use it for Lord of Life sponsored youth events. If 
(for some reason), you don’t attend youth events, this money will be given to Pastor Beth for 
use at those events. If you are confirmation age through 12th grade, think about singing with our 
choir. You will get a chance to sing, you will get a little of the green stuff for youth events and 
you will be giving glory to God! What a deal! The choir schedule is being passed around. All 
you need to do is show up. Nora (the choir director) and the other members of the choir will 
take care of the rest. 

 
 
 
 

 
Happening this week at Lord of Life 

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 8:00 am-4:00 pm  
Friday 8:00 am-1:00 pm 

Lunch Hour: 11:00 am-12:00 pm 
Church Office: 223-2986 

www.lordoflifebismarck.org  

 
 
Sun., September 2 
9:30 am: Worship 
Mon., September 3 
Labor Day - Office Closed 
6:30 pm: Piecemakers  
Tues., September 4 
9:00 am:  Staff Meeting 
9:30 am:  Piecemakers 
5:00 pm: Evangelism Team Meeting 
5:00 pm: Youth Team Meeting 
5:30 pm: Worship Team Meeting 
5:30 pm:  Newcomers Club 
7:00 pm: Boy Scouts 
7:30 pm: Education Team Meeting 
Wed., September 5 
5:00 pm: Volunteerism Team Meeting 
6:15 pm: Worship 
7:00 pm:  Confirmation Orientation  
Thurs., September 6 
Bulletin Deadline @ 12:00 pm 
3:00 pm: Executive Team Meeting 
6:00 pm: Stewardship Team Meeting 
Sat., September 8 
8:30 am: Men’s Bible Study 
Sun., September 9 
RALLY DAY! 
9:30 am: Worship 
11:00 am: Family Potluck 
 


