
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost—Lectionary 25 
Sunday, September 23, 2018; 8:30 am & 11:00 am 

Lord of Life Lutheran Church, Bismarck, ND 
Pastor Nadine Lehr and Pastor Beth Walch 

 
Welcome to worship. Today we hear James warn against selfish ambition, while 
the disciples quarrel over which one of them is the greatest. Jesus tells them the 
way to be great is to serve. Then, to make it concrete, he puts in front of them an 
actual flesh-and-blood child. We are called to welcome the particular children 
God puts in front of us, to make room for them in daily interaction, and to give 
them a place of honor in the assembly. Today we welcome and honor you as one 
of God’s precious little ones. 

 
Today’s order of service is taken from the booklet, Now the Feast and Celebration 

(NFC).  The hymns are found in the hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Worship 
(ELW). 

  Light type = Presiding and Assisting Ministers; Bold type = Congregation. 
 

Brief Order of Confession and Forgiveness, NFC, p. 2 
 
Entrance Hymn:  ELW #843, “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” 
 
Greeting, NFC, p. 2 
Kyrie, NFC, p. 3 
Song of Praise, “Now the Feast,” NFC, pp. 4-5 
 
Salutation and Prayer of the Day, NFC, p. 7 
The Lord be with you 
And also with you. 
Let us pray . . .O God, our teacher and guide, you draw us to yourself and 
welcome us as beloved children. Help us to lay aside all envy and selfish 
ambition, that we may walk in your ways of wisdom and understanding as 
servants of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
 
 

Psalm: Psalm 54 (read responsively)  
1 Save me, O God, by your name, 
   and vindicate me by your might.  
2 Hear my prayer, O God; 
   give ear to the words of my mouth.  
3 For the insolent have risen against me, 
   the ruthless seek my life; 
   they do not set God before them. 
4 But surely, God is my helper; 
   the Lord is the upholder of my life.  
5 He will repay my enemies for their evil. 
   In your faithfulness, put an end to them.  
6 With a freewill-offering I will sacrifice to you; 
   I will give thanks to your name, O Lord, for it is good.  
7 For he has delivered me from every trouble, 
   and my eye has looked in triumph on my enemies. 
 
READING: James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a  
13Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your 
works are done with gentleness born of wisdom. 14But if you have bitter envy and 
selfish ambition in your hearts, do not be boastful and false to the truth. 15Such 
wisdom does not come down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. 
16For where there is envy and selfish ambition, there will also be disorder and 
wickedness of every kind. 17But the wisdom from above is first pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace 
of partiality or hypocrisy. 18And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for 
those who make peace. 4Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they 
come from? Do they not come from your cravings that are at war within you? 
2You want something and do not have it; so you commit murder. And you covet 
something and cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes and conflicts. You do 
not have, because you do not ask. 3You ask and do not receive, because you ask 
wrongly, in order to spend what you get on your pleasures. 7Submit yourselves 
therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8Draw near to God, 
and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your 
hearts, you double-minded.  
  
Children’s Message 
 



Gospel Verse, “Alleluia, Alleluia,” NFC, p. 8 
 
Gospel: Mark 9:30–37  
The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 9th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
30They went on from there and passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to 
know it; 31for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, ‘The Son of Man is to 
be betrayed into human hands, and they will kill him, and three days after being 
killed, he will rise again.’ 32But they did not understand what he was saying and 
were afraid to ask him. 33Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the 
house he asked them, ‘What were you arguing about on the way?’ 34But they were 
silent, for on the way they had argued with one another about who was the 
greatest. 35He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, ‘Whoever wants to be 
first must be last of all and servant of all.’ 36Then he took a little child and put it 
among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, 37‘Whoever welcomes one 
such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not 
me but the one who sent me.’ Thanks be to God. 
 
Sermon:  Pastor Beth Walch 
 
Hymn of the Day:  ELW #641, “All Are Welcome” 
 
Sacrament of Holy Baptism (8:30 am)  
  
Tenley Isabelle Hager, daughter of Gary and Kelsey Hager. Baptismal sponsors 
are Chris and Teona Boechler and Kirbey and Holli Baan Hofman.  
  
At the conclusion of the baptism, the pastor and congregation will say: 
  
Through baptism God has made this new sister a member of the priesthood we all 
share in Christ Jesus, that we may proclaim the praise of God and bear God’s 
creative and redeeming Word to all the world. 
  
We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share:  join 
us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God’s creative and 
redeeming word to all the world. 
 
 

Prayers, NFC, p. 10 
At the conclusion of each petition, the pastor and the congregation will say: 
“Lord in your mercy:  hear our prayer.” 
 
Sharing of the Peace, NFC, p. 10 
We greet one another with the words, “Peace be with you.” 
 
Offering, NFC, p. 10 
 Special Music: (11:00) Lord of Life Choir, “Give Thanks” 
Offertory, “As the Grains of Wheat,” NFC, p. 10 
 
Offertory Prayer, p. 11 
Great Thanksgiving, NFC, pp. 11-13 

Dialogue, NFC, p. 11 
Preface, NFC, p. 11 
Holy, NFC, p. 11 
Words of Institution 
Lord’s Prayer, NFC, p. 13 

 
Distribution 
 “Lamb of God,” NFC, p. 14 
 ELW #815, “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” 
 ELW #781, “Children of the Heavenly Father” 
 ELW #613, “Thy Holy Wings” 
Blessing, NFC, p. 14 
Canticle, “Thanks be to You,” NFC, p. 15 
 
Closing Prayer, NFC, p. 16 
We give you thanks, O God, for the blessings of this table.  May our lives be 
made new by these gifts of grace and may your love be made known through us.  
Amen. 
 
Benediction and Dismissal, NFC, p. 16 
 
Sending Hymn:  ELW #595, “Jesus Loves Me!” 
 
 



Worship Participants: Preaching & Presiding: Beth Walch; Assisting: (8:30) 
Larry Kleingartner (11:00) Cindy Anderson; Communion Assistants: (8:30) 
Linda Simmons & Colleen Roberts (11:00) Arlin & Roxanne Gardner; Ushers: 
(8:30) Gary & Diane Chepulis (11:00) Keith & Beth Demke; Acolyte: (8:30) 
Norah Baerlocher (11:00) Miah Quintus; Song Leader: Ruby Altringer; Pianist: 
Becky Salveson; September Altar Guild: Nancy Kleingartner, Betty Steele and 
Judy Miller; Powerpoint: Reid Halvorson 
 
Prayers at Lord of Life:  Layne Billings, Judy Swenson, Levi Gartner, Tim 
Johnson, John O’Brien, Roger Thompson, Andre Stephenson, Michelle Parkin-
Ellefson, Delayne & Dorothea Halverson, Rev. Richard Beckmen, Tom Hug, 
Ramona Sorneson, Shae Byrum, Duane Barry, Betty Anderson, Craig Carlson, 
Shelly Blumhagen, Arlow Bien, Doreen Kadrmas, Tyler Ellefson, Versie Rau. 
 
Flowers are given today by:  Mark & Stephanie Swenson in honor of our 
anniversary. Arlin & Roxanne Gardner in honor of our anniversary.   
 
Stewardship Info: Attendance–Sun.(9-16): 251  Wed.(9-19): 88  
Offering: General $10,706.25        
       
August Expenses: $45,716.87            August Income; $44,500.67 
Annual Expenses through August:  $395,536.41 
Annual Income through August:  $380,695.66 
 
September Service Group Leaders:  Steve and Sherrie Muse (258-7167)  
               Peggy and Dan Schmidt (255-1885) 
 
Volunteers: Members with last names starting with “Voe” through “Win” 
 
 
Worship Helps:  The Nursery is open, but not regularly staffed.  Parents may 
use it as needed. An Infant care room is on the south side of the sanctuary.  
Large Print Bulletins, a wheelchair and a walker, and personal p.a. devices are 
available from the ushers’ station. Activity Bags for children are available on the 
tree rack in the narthex.  Children’s Bulletins  and Taking Faith Home are 
available by the Activity Bags.  
 
 

Today we will serve Holy Communion in worship. Those who come to receive 
the gifts of Christ’s body and blood for the strengthening of their faith and the 
forgiveness of their sins are welcome to eat and drink. Taste and see that the Lord 
is good! 
 
For Communion:  Grape juice is always available. Simply indicate “grape juice, 
please” when you get to the server. "Gluten free” communion wafers and wine are 
available.  Simply indicate “gluten free” to the server when you come to the 
communion station." If you need separate wine or grape juice please request that 
also.  
 
A short Baptism class will be offered on the second Sunday of each month 
after the 11:00 service (for about 30 minutes) for anyone interested in knowing 
more about the Sacrament of Baptism. Let the church office know if you will be 
attending one of these sessions.  
 
The 2018 Flower Chart is up. There are still many openings for altar flowers, 
including some Sundays with only one of the two bouquets donated. You are 
welcome to take the flowers after the last service. Flowers not picked up by 
Monday morning will be taken to shut-ins. Please see the flower chart in the 
gathering area for more information. 

 
FLOWER CHART OPENINGS 

COMMUNION ASSISTANT OPENINGS 
 

 

USHER OPENINGS 
 
 
 
 

 
 

October 28 Both Bouquets December 2 Both Bouquets 

December 16 Both Bouquets  December 30 Both Bouquets  

October 7 8:30 & 11:00 October 14 11:00 

October 21 8:30 & 11:00 October 28 8:30 & 11:00 

September 30 11:00 October 7 8:30 & 11:00 

October 14 8:30 & 11:00 October 21 8:30 & 11:00 



HELP NEEDED tomorrow, September 24th in the evening from 7:00 pm-
9:00 pm to assemble the layettes. Tuesday morning they will need to be packed, 
sealed, and labeled. Thank you to anyone that can come and help. 
 
PAPAS PUMPKIN PATCH!  Come join us at Papas Pumpkin Patch today,  
September 23rd at 3:00!  Children 2 years and younger are free, the rest are 
$5.00!  Sign up at the information desk!  If you need a ride, just email the church, 
we'll get you there!  And don’t forget to wear your Lord of Life T-shirt! 
 
Kennedy Johnson is working on finishing her confirmation project and 
working to raise money to purchase a track and field wheelchair for 10 year-
old, Aubrey Eckroth. Aubrey is a Bismarck girl who has raced in the Dakota 
Paralympic Games Track and Field and qualified for nationals. In order for 
Aubrey to keep going fast, she needs a wheelchair that fits her well and will grow 
with her as she grows. Kennedy has used her faith to guide her through her sports 
and wants Aubrey to be able to share the same experiences. You can help 
Kennedy and Aubrey by donating to their Go Fund Me page at: https://
www.gofundme.com/aubrey-in-motion or sending donations made out to 
Kennedy Johnson at 3436 Doubleday Drive, Bismarck, 58503. Kennedy and 
Aubrey also have a t-shirt campaign set up at: https://www.bsnteamsports.com/v3/
shop/team_shop/aubrey18#/  Kennedy will be available in the narthex today 
between church services and following the 11:00 service to accept donations 
or answer any questions you may have for her! 
 
The next Depression and Anxiety Group meeting will be held on October 17th 
at 12:30 pm.  
 
We are in need of volunteers to help usher! If your interested, please plan to 
attend the usher training session on September 30th at 10:20 am. Being an 
usher is a great way to serve at Lord Of Life.  Ushers greet fellow members and 
visitors, distribute worship aids, collect offering and assist with the flow of our 
worship services.   
 
The Young at Hearts Reunion will be held on Tuesday, September 25th, 
11:00am-1:00pm in fellowship hall.  If food and fun sound good to you and you 
are of senior citizen age please come join us. Lunch will be provided. The group 
will focus on Hospitality, Simplicity, Food and FUN! We will get acquainted, 
enjoy lunch, and talk about what interests you for this senior group. Contact Jan 

Kolding, Erlys Fardal or Mavis Jundt if you have any questions. Hope to see you 
there!  

 
The Altar Guild will be holding a short meeting on Sunday, September 23 at 
10:00 am. This will be held in the Sanctuary and will be to discuss a schedule for 
the upcoming year.  
 
Lord of Life has received a memorial gift of $6,500.00 from the estate of Pete 
Peterson.  The Peterson family gave this gift as a matching gift for the 
construction of a new garage with additional space. If you would like to help 
match the gift, please write a check to Lord of Life and note “garage” on the 
memo line. Thank you for your generosity!  
 
Come make music and friends in the choir!  Join the Lord of Life Choir. This 
group is open to all confirmation and high school student (7th – 12th), college 
students, and adults.  Music experience and music reading is not necessary.  The 
choir practices from 9:45 – 10:45 (starting September 16th) on Sundays in the 
choir room.  Join us for a couple of practices and try it out.  We look forward to 
seeing you! 

 
Church School preschoolers need your help!  Our littlest 
kiddos get rumbly tummies and appreciate a snack during 
Church School.  You can help by purchasing and donating 
any of these items: 
Bag(s) of Animal Crackers (available at Wal-Mart and Sam's 
Club) 
5 ounce plastic cups 
Donations can be dropped off in the office.  Our 
preschoolers thank you! 

 
Join us for Adult Education: September 16 through October 14 in the 
conference room (by the office) for a video and conversation around the topic of 
Seeing Grey in a World of Black and White by Pastor Adam Hamilton. The 
accompanying book is available on Amazon and through Barnes and Noble if you 
would like to read it.  
 
Lord of Life is hosting a Trunk or Treat on October 28, 018 from 1:00-3:00 
pm. Decorate your trunk and yourself and bring treats for the children. We need 

https://www.gofundme.com/aubrey-in-motion
https://www.gofundme.com/aubrey-in-motion
https://www.bsnteamsports.com/v3/shop/team_shop/aubrey18#/
https://www.bsnteamsports.com/v3/shop/team_shop/aubrey18#/


at least 10 vehicles to start this. Everyone is welcome to provide a trunk and to 
seek the treats! There is a sign-up sheet by the information desk.  
 
Do you know of someone struggling with serious illness who could use some 
tender loving care?  The Cozy Comfort ministry provides prayer shawls at no 
charge.  If you know of someone who could use one, please contact one of the 
pastors through the church office or Coralyn Hoovestol at 255-1401.  A person 
does not have to belong to Lord of Life to receive a shawl. 
 
Mark your calendars for the 2018 CROP Walk for Hunger on October 14th. 
Registration will begin at 12:30 pm. Everyone will gather on the steps of the 
capitol at 1:30 pm. Money raised at the Bismarck/Mandan CROP Hunger walk 
benefits programs and people around the globe and here in the United States. The 
Bismarck/Mandan CROP Hunger Walk also benefits local agencies such as the 
Ruth Meiers Hospitality House, the Abused Adult Resource Center, AID, Inc., 
and the Bismarck Emergency Food Pantry since 25% of the money raised at our 
CROP Walk goes directly to these agencies. Contact the CROP Walk recruiter 
from your church or Allison Germolus at 400-0053 to get involved.  Remember: 
WE WALK BECAUSE THEY WALK. 
 
Do you like to sing? Would you like some financial help so that you can 
attend youth events like conferences, trips, and camp? If so, do I have a deal 
for you! If you are willing to attend choir practices from 9:45-10:45 on Sunday 
mornings AND if you are willing to sing with the choir at Sunday services, the 
Lord of Life choir is willing to give you a scholarship (a gift) of up to $130 per 
semester (same as school semesters) depending upon how many practices and 
performances you attend. The money you are given is yours and yours alone. 
The only catch is that you must use it for Lord of Life sponsored youth 
events. If you have any questions please contact Nora Salveson (choir director). 
 
LYO Registration is now open! Please register on the Western ND Synod 
website. The LYO Gathering takes place October 18-20 in Bismarck at the 
Ramada Hotel.  
 
7th-9th Graders don’t forget about the Camp of the Cross Fall Bash! Bash is 
scheduled for October 5-6. The cost is $35.00 per person.  
 

 

Bob and Becky Salveson and Judy Froseth are implementing a Thrivent 
Action Grant to provide a children's corner at Ministry on the Margins, 
giving support for families in transition.  The purpose is to have a safe area for 
smaller children, ages 2 - 10, to play while the adults obtain food or 
clothing.  Lord of Life, including the Church School youth, are invited to 
participate in this short term project by bringing a gently used (or new) toy in 
good condition to church by September 23. No stuffed animals please. These 
are suggested toys suitable for younger children, ages 2 - 10: Small busy boxes 
(for toddlers), board books, small cars, stacking toys, blocks, small push and pull 
toys, puzzles for children under 10 (No missing pieces please.), Legos, Lincoln 
Logs, Tinker Toys, puppets, sorting toys, and art supplies. A sturdy, child's size 
table for assembling puzzles is also needed. If you would like to be involved in 
this Thrivent Action Team project on September 27th at 9:00 am, please 
contact Judy Froseth at 471-5388. 
 
If you know anyone needing dental care who cannot afford it, free care is 
available Sept. 28-29 at the Bismarck Event Center. Hundreds of dental 
professionals are volunteering at the first Mission of Mercy to be held in North 
Dakota. Care will be provided to anyone who needs it on a first-come, first-
served basis. Doors open at 5:30 a.m. both days. The event is hosted by the North 
Dakota Dental Association and the North Dakota Dental Foundation. Learn more 
at: smilenorthdakota.org  

 
It's time for..."Dishin’ with the Bish" and "Kaffee and Kuchen" with Synod 
Staff! Please join us at one (or more) of these events for some food, fellowship, 
Bible study, and news from around the Synod. We look forward to seeing you 
there! (All times Central except where noted.) Sunday October 21st - St. John 
Lutheran, Dickinson @ 5:30PM (Mountain), Monday October 22nd - Christ 
Lutheran, Lignite @ 10:00AM, Peace Lutheran, Burlington @ 5:30PM, Tuesday 
October 23rd - New Hope Lutheran, Upham @ 10:00AM, St. Paul 
Lutheran, Garrison @ 5:30PM, Wednesday October 24th -Faith Lutheran, 
Bismarck @ 10:00AM. Christ's Peace, Sherie Heine, Assistant to the Bishop for 
Congregational Life and Missional Leadership  

 
I would like to thank all who donated items for the nursery. We were able to 
stock up on some general supplies such as paper towels, diapers, wipes, and 
snack items as well as a handful of books and new toys. Maison McDowall  

 



From The Stewardship Team: In September we begin our annual stewardship 
campaign.  We ask that you read and prayerfully consider the stewardship 
information you will receive in the mail and bring your Estimate of Giving for 
2019 to the Consecration Service on either Sunday, October 14 or Wednesday, 
October 17. By returning your Estimate of Giving  for 2019 you will help to 
make it possible for the Church Council to better plan the direction and programs 
for Lord of Life’s mission for the upcoming year. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Stewardship Bible References 
Time   Talent   Treasure 

 

We should give to heal, feed, and encourage those less      
fortunate than ourselves. Our giving allows the mission of 

the church to be accomplished 
 

Matthew 25:31-46 
Matthew 4:18-23 

 
Stewardship involves the giving of our Time, our Talents, and our Treasure. We pray 
you will take the time to read the bible verse (s) above and discuss them with your 
family. As you Know more about God’s desire for us to be good stewards, we hope 
you will Grow in your faith and be better prepared to Go into the world as one of his 
disciples. 
 
       The Stewardship Team 

Happening this week at Lord of Life 
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 8:00 am-4:00 pm 

Friday 8:00 am-3:00 pm 
Lunch Hour: 11:00 am-12:00 pm 

Church Office: 701-223-2986 
www.lordoflifebismarck.org  

 
 
Sun., September 23 
8:30 am: Worship & Baptism 
9:45 am: Adult Education 
9:45 am: Sunday School 
9:45 am: Choir Practice  
11:00 am: Worship  
Mon., September 24 
7:00 pm: Packing the layettes  
Tues., September 25 
9:00 am: Staff Meeting 
11:00 am: Young at Heart Meeting 
7:00 pm: Boy Scouts 
Wed., September 26 
6:15 pm: Worship 
7:00 pm: Church School 
7:00 pm: Confirmation Small Group Leaders Night 
Thurs., September 27 
Bulletin Deadline @ 12:00 pm 
Sat., September 29 
8:30 am: Men’s Bible Study 
Sun., September 30 
Quilter’s Fundraiser 
8:30 am: Worship 
9:45 am: Adult Education 
9:45 am: Sunday School 
9:45 am: Choir Practice 
11:00 am: Worship 


