
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost – Lectionary 23 
Sunday, September 9, 2018: 9:30 am 

Lord of Life Lutheran Church, Bismarck, ND 
Pastor Nadine Lehr and Pastor Beth Walch 

 
Welcome to worship! In today’s second reading, James tells us to stop 

showing favoritism in the assembly, treating the rich visitor with more honor than the poor one. 
Jesus himself seems to show partiality in his first response to the Syrophoenician woman in 
today’s gospel. Was he testing her faith in saying Gentiles don’t deserve the goods meant for 
God’s children? Or was he speaking out of his human worldview, but transcended those limits 
when she took him by surprise with her reply? Either way, the story tells us that God shows no 
partiality. Everyone who brings her or his need to Jesus is received with equal honor as a child 
and heir. We pray you will feel welcomed and honored in our worship this morning. 

 
Today’s order of service is taken from With One Voice, Setting 5, pp. 28-41, at the front 

of the hymnal. The hymns are found at the back of With One Voice (WOV). 
Bold type = Congregation; Light type = Presiding/Assisting Minister 

 
Opening Hymn:  WOV #716, “Word of God, Come Down on Earth” 
  
Greeting and Kyrie, p. 28 
Hymn of Praise, pp. 29-30, “Glory to God” 
 
Prayer of the Day 
The Lord be with you.   
And also with you. 
Let us pray...Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into health and 
death into life. Open us to the power of your presence, and make us a people ready to 
proclaim your promises to the whole world, through Jesus Christ, our healer and Lord. 
Amen.  
 
Welcome and Announcements (please pass the Friendship Pad)     
 Give + Temple Talk—Pastor Beth 
 
First Reading:  Isaiah 35:4-7a 
4 Say to those who are of a fearful heart, ‘Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will 
come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.’ 5 Then the eyes 
of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 6 then the lame shall leap like 
a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the 
wilderness, and streams in the desert; 7 the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty 
ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become 
reeds and rushes. Thanks be to God.  
 

Second Reading:  James 2:1-10 [11-13] 14-17  
2My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our glorious Lord 
Jesus Christ? 2For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes into your assembly, and 
if a poor person in dirty clothes also comes in, 3and if you take notice of the one wearing the 
fine clothes and say, ‘Have a seat here, please’, while to the one who is poor you say, ‘Stand 
there’, or, ‘Sit at my feet’, 4have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become 
judges with evil thoughts? 5Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the 
poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has promised to those 
who love him? 6But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who oppress you? Is it not 
they who drag you into court? 7Is it not they who blaspheme the excellent name that was 
invoked over you? 8 You do well if you really fulfil the royal law according to the scripture, 
‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 9But if you show partiality, you commit sin and are 
convicted by the law as transgressors. 10For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point 
has become accountable for all of it.[ 11For the one who said, ‘You shall not commit adultery’, 
also said, ‘You shall not murder.’ Now if you do not commit adultery but if you murder, you 
have become a transgressor of the law. 12So speak and so act as those who are to be judged by 
the law of liberty. 13For judgement will be without mercy to anyone who has shown no mercy; 
mercy triumphs over judgement.]14What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have 
faith but do not have works? Can faith save you? 15If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily 
food, 16and one of you says to them, ‘Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill’, and yet you do 
not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? 17So faith by itself, if it has no works, is 
dead. Thanks be to God. 
  
 

Children’s Message 
 
Gospel Acclamation, “Alleluia,” p. 31 
Gospel:  Mark 7:24-37 
The Holy Gospel, according to St. Mark, the 7th chapter. 
(spoken response):  Glory to you, O Lord.  
24From there he set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not 
want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice, 25but a woman whose little 
daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed down at 
his feet. 26Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast the 
demon out of her daughter. 27He said to her, ‘Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to 
take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.’ 28But she answered him, ‘Sir, even the dogs 
under the table eat the children’s crumbs.’ 29Then he said to her, ‘For saying that, you may go—
the demon has left your daughter.’ 30So she went home, found the child lying on the bed, and 
the demon gone. 31Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards 
the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 32They brought to him a deaf man who had an 
impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay his hand on him. 33He took him aside in 
private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched his 
tongue. 34Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, ‘Ephphatha’, that is, ‘Be 
opened.’ 35And immediately his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke 
plainly. 36Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more 



zealously they proclaimed it. 37They were astounded beyond measure, saying, ‘He has done 
everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.’  
Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
Sermon: Pastor Beth Walch 
 

Hymn of the Day:  WOV #715, “Open Your Ears, O Faithful People” 
Apostles’ Creed, p. 33 
Prayers of the Church, p. 34 
After each petition, the assisting minister and congregation will say: “Lord in your mercy:  
hear our prayer.” 
 

Sharing of the Peace, p. 34 
We greet one another with the words, “Peace be with you.” 

 
Offering 
Offertory, p. 35, “Let the Vineyards be Fruitful” 
Offertory Prayer, p. 35 
Great Thanksgiving, pp. 36ff. 
 Dialogue, p. 36 

Preface, p. 36, “It is indeed right and salutary…” 
 Sanctus, p. 36, “Holy, holy, holy”    
 Words of Institution, p. 37          

Lord’s Prayer (contemporary version, left side of page), p. 39 
 

Distribution 
 Time for Reflection 
 “Lamb of God,” p. 39 
 WOV #738, “Healer of Our Every Ill” 
 WOV #765, “Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love” 
 WOV #795, “Oh, Sing to the Lord” 
 
Blessing, p. 40 
Canticle, “Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise,” p. 40 
Closing Prayer, p. 41 

Benediction and Dismissal, p. 41 
 
Sending Hymn:  WOV #786, “Amen, We Praise Your Name” 
 
Worship Participants:  Preaching & Presiding: Beth Walch; Assisting: Dave Clinton; 
Communion Assistants: Diane Clinton & Lynelle Lepp; Ushers: Dan & Barb Wrolstad, 
Crystal Engel; Acolyte: Brooks Marchant; Song Leader: Cammy Hornbacher & Jim 
Quarnstrom; Instrumentalists: Michelle Wanek (violin), McKenzie Swenson (cello); Pianist: 
Becky Salveson; September Altar Guild: Nancy & Larry Kleingartner, Betty Steele and Judy 
Miller; Powerpoint: Reid Halvorson 

Prayers at Lord of Life: Layne Billings, Judy Swenson, Levi Gartner, Tim Johnson, John 
O’Brien, Roger Thompson, Andre Stephenson, Michelle Parkin-Ellefson, Delayne & Dorothea 
Halverson, Rev. Richard Beckmen, Tom Hug, Ramona Sorneson, Shae Byrum, Duane Barry, 
Betty Anderson, Craig Carlson, Shelly Blumhagen, Arlow Bien, Doreen Kadrmas. 
 

Flowers are given today by: Burnie Kunz. 
 
Stewardship Info:  Attendance –Sun.(9-2): 118 Wed.(9-5): 56 Offering: General $8,060.75           
July Expenses: $45,274.72            July Income: $45,644.71 
Annual Expenses through July:  $349,819.54 
Annual Income through July:  $336,194.99 
 
September Service Group Leaders:  Steve and Sherrie Muse (258-7167) and Dan and Peggy 
Schmidt (255-1885) 
 
Volunteers: Members with last names starting with “Voe” through “Win” 
 
Worship Helps:  The Nursery is open, but not regularly staffed.  Parents may use it as 
needed. An Infant care room is on the south side of the sanctuary.  Large print bulletins, a 
wheelchair and a walker, and personal p.a. devices are available from the ushers’ station. 
Activity bags for children are available on the tree rack in the narthex.  Children’s bulletins  
and Taking Faith Home are available by the Activity Bags.  
 
Today we will serve Holy Communion in worship. Those who come to receive the gifts of 
Christ’s body and blood for the strengthening of their faith and the forgiveness of their sins are 
welcome to eat and drink. Taste and see that the Lord is good! 
 
For Communion:  Grape juice is always available. Simply indicate “grape juice, please” when 
you get to the server. "Gluten free” communion wafers and wine are available.  Simply indicate 
“gluten free” to the server when you come to the communion station." If you need separate 
wine or grape juice please request that also.  
 
A short Baptism class will be offered on the third Sunday in September after the 11:00 
service (for about 30 minutes) for anyone interested in knowing more about the Sacrament of 
Baptism. Let the church office know if you will be attending one of these sessions.  
 
The 2018 Flower Chart is up. There are still many openings for altar flowers, including some 
Sundays with only one of the two bouquets donated. You are welcome to take the flowers after 
the last service. Flowers not picked up by Monday morning will be taken to shut-ins. Please see 
the flower chart in the gathering area for more information. 
 
 

 
 
 



FLOWER CHART OPENINGS 

 
COMMUNION ASSISTANT OPENINGS 

 
 

USHER OPENINGS 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Today is Rally Day! Sunday School and Wednesday School kids will get to meet their new 
teachers, explore their classroom and play games, including a Cake Walk!!  Join us for the 
FAMILY POTLUCK starting at 11:00 am in the Fellowship Hall. Pulled Pork, Hotdogs and 
Cole Slaw will be provided.  Welcome to another great church year! 

 
The High School Gathering (Grades 9-12) will be held September 16th at 5:30 pm-8:00 pm in 
Fellowship Hall. Please join Pastor Beth for pizza, planning and pumpkin decorating.  
 
The Altar Guild will be holding a short meeting on Sunday, September 23 at 10:00 am. This will be 
held in the Sanctuary and will be to discuss a schedule for the upcoming year.  
 
The Young at Hearts Reunion will be held on Tuesday, September 25th, 11:00am-1:00pm 
in fellowship hall.  If food and fun sound good to you and you are of senior citizen age please 
come join us. Lunch will be provided. The group will focus on Hospitality, Simplicity, Food 
and FUN! We will get acquainted, enjoy lunch, and talk about what interests you for this senior 
group. Contact Jan Kolding, Erlys Fardal or Mavis Jundt if you have any questions. Hope to see 
you there!  
 

PAPAS PUMPKIN PATCH!  Come join us at Papas Pumpkin Patch on September 23- at 
3:00!  Children 2 years and younger are free, the rest are $5.00!  Sign up at the information 
desk!  If you need a ride, just email the church, we'll get you there!  And don’t forget to wear 
your Lord of Life T-shirt! 
 
WE NEED YOU!  Being an usher is a great way to serve at Lord Of Life.  Ushers greet fellow 
members and visitors, distribute worship aids, collect offering and assist with the flow of our 
worship services.  We will offer two brief training sessions on Sunday, September 16 and 
September 30 at 10:20 am.  Please mark your calendar, plan to come to one of the training 
sessions and help with this essential service. 
 

October 28 Both Bouquets December 2 Both Bouquets 

December 16 Both Bouquets  December 30 Both Bouquets  

September 23 8:30 & 11:00 September 30 11:00 

October 7 8:30 & 11:00 October 14 8:30 & 11:00 

September 16 11:00 September 23 11:00 

September 30 8:30 & 11:00 October 7 8:30 & 11:00 

Lord of Life Book Club will meet Wednesday, September 19th at 4:45 pm. 
The Alchemist follows the journey of an Andalusian shepherd boy named Santiago. Believing a 
recurring dream to be prophetic, he asks a Romani fortune teller in a nearby town about its 
meaning. The woman interprets the dream as a prophecy telling the boy that he will discover a 
treasure at the Egyptian pyramids. Books are available for check out in the church office.   
 
Please note the church received notice that there has been an increase in the cost of altar 
flowers starting September 1st, 2018. If you are signed up for flowers from September 1st 
through December 31st the cost of one bouquet will be $25.00; or $50.00 for both bouquets.  

 
Our musicians do more than sing and play instruments; they actually lead people in 
worshipping God through music. It’s a pretty phenomenal thing to do! A huge THANKS to 
each of you! And, a huge WELCOME to any of you interested in using your musical talents to 
praise God at LOL. Contact Marilyn Kesterke, music coordinator, (musicmk@bis.midco.net 
or 701-222-1937) if you’re interested in being involved. 
 

The next Depression/Anxiety Group meeting will be held on Wednesday, September 19th at 
1:00 pm.  
 
Lord of Life has received a memorial gift of $6,500.00 from the estate of Pete Peterson.  
The Peterson family gave this gift as a matching gift for the construction of a new garage with 
additional space. If you would like to help match the gift, please write a check to Lord of Life 
and note “garage” on the memo line. Thank you for your generosity!  

 
Come make music and friends in the choir!  Join the Lord of Life Choir. This group is open 
to all confirmation and high school student (7th – 12th), college students, and adults.  Music 
experience and music reading is not necessary.  The choir practices from 9:45 – 10:45 
(starting September 16th) on Sundays in the choir room.  Join us for a couple of practices 
and try it out.  We look forward to seeing you! 

 
Mark your calendars for the 2018 CROP Walk for Hunger on October 14th. Registration 
will begin at 12:30 pm. Everyone will gather on the steps of the capitol at 1:30 pm. Money 
raised at the Bismarck/Mandan CROP Hunger walk benefits programs and people around the 
globe and here in the United States. The Bismarck/Mandan CROP Hunger Walk also benefits 
local agencies such as the Ruth Meiers Hospitality House, the Abused Adult Resource Center, 
AID, Inc., and the Bismarck Emergency Food Pantry since 25% of the money raised at our 
CROP Walk goes directly to these agencies. Contact the CROP Walk recruiter from your 
church or Allison Germolus at 400-0053 to get involved.  Remember: WE WALK BECAUSE 
THEY WALK. 
 
LOL WELCA will hold their board meeting on Monday, September 17 at 7:00 pm in the 
classroom by the old kitchen. All women are welcome to participate in planning of the events 
for the year.  
 

mailto:musicmk@bis.midco.net


Do you like to sing? Would you like some financial help so that you can attend youth 
events like conferences, trips, and camp? If so, do I have a deal for you! If you are willing 
to attend choir practices from 9:45-10:45 on Sunday mornings AND if you are willing to sing 
with the choir at Sunday services, the Lord of Life choir is willing to give you a scholarship (a 
gift) of up to $130 per semester (same as school semesters) depending upon how many 
practices and performances you attend. Wow! Here’s how it works. The money will be given 
directly to Pastor Beth for your use at those events. The money you are given is yours and yours 
alone. The only catch is that you must use it for Lord of Life sponsored youth events. If 
(for some reason), you don’t attend youth events, this money will be given to Pastor Beth for 
use at those events. If you are confirmation age through 12th grade, think about singing with our 
choir. You will get a chance to sing, you will get a little of the green stuff for youth events and 
you will be giving glory to God! What a deal! The choir schedule is being passed around. All 
you need to do is show up. Nora (the choir director) and the other members of the choir will 
take care of the rest. 

 
Bob and Becky Salveson and Judy Froseth are implementing a Thrivent Action Grant to 
provide a children's corner at Ministry on the Margins, giving support for families in 
transition.  The purpose is to have a safe area for smaller children, ages 2 - 10, to play while 
the adults obtain food or clothing.  Lord of Life, including the Church School youth, are invited 
to participate in this short term project by bringing a gently used (or new) toy in good condition 
to church by September 23. Volunteers will finish the corner set-up that week. Any ‘kits’ or 
items with small pieces should be in a labeled zip-lock bag. No stuffed animals please. These 
are suggested toys suitable for younger children, ages 2 - 10: Small busy boxes (for toddlers), 
board books, small plastic, metal, or wood vehicles, stacking or nesting toys, large soft blocks, 
small push and pull toys, wooden blocks, puzzles for children under 10 (Please list number of 
pieces on zip-lock label. No missing pieces please.), pegboard or lacing toys, snap together 
toys, Legos, Lincoln Logs, Tinker Toys, puppets, sorting toys, art supplies: New or “barely 
used”  crayons, non-toxic markers, small paint boxes with brushes, construction paper, white 
drawing paper, blunt scissors, etc. A sturdy, child's size table for assembling puzzles is also 
needed. If you would like to be involved in this Thrivent Action Team project, please 
contact Judy Froseth at 471-5388. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happening this week at Lord of Life 
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 8:00 am-4:00 pm 

Friday 8:00 am-3:00 pm 
Lunch Hour: 11:00 am-12:00 pm 

Church Office: 701-223-2986 
www.lordoflifebismarck.org  

 
 
Sun., September 9 
Rally Day 
9:30 am: Worship 
Mon., September 10 
3:30 pm: Cozy Comfort 
Tues., September 11 
7:00 pm: Council Meeting 
7:00 pm: Boy Scouts 
Wed., September 12 
9:00 am: Staff Meeting 
6:15 pm: Worship 
7:00 pm: Church School  
7:00 pm: Confirmation Small Group 
Thurs., September 13 
Bulletin Deadline @ 12:00 pm 
8:00 am-5:00 pm: Prairie Rose Lions Lefse making 
Sat., September 15 
8:30 am: Men’s Bible Study 
Sun., September 16 
8:30 am: Worship 
9:45 am: Adult Education 
9:45 am: Sunday School 
9:45 am: Choir Practice  
11:00 am: Worship & Baptism 
5:30 pm: High School Gathering with Pastor Beth 


