
 

   
    

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dear Friends,  

 

After Easter, many pastors and church musicians breathe a 

great sigh of relief and offer up prayers of gratitude. 

Obviously, we are grateful for what Easter means – God’s gift 

of love made known through the death and resurrection 

of Jesus. And we are grateful as well for the many people 

whose energy and creativity and commitment came together to 

make worship come alive in the season of Lent and Holy 

Week. Our worship is truly the work of many hands and 

hearts: singers, instrumentalists, ushers, altar guild volunteers, 

communion assistants, readers, those who prepare and print 

bulletins – the list goes on and on! But, truth be told, we are 

also grateful that we simply made it through and arrived 

joyfully at the end of the journey to Easter! 

 

I have always taken a few days of vacation right after Easter.  

And one of the things I’ve always noticed is just how quickly 

the memories of Easter fade away.  It takes only a few days 

and then I find myself getting wrapped up in other things, like 

cleaning my yard, planting my flower boxes, buying books for 

my summer reading projects, making plans to see family, etc.  

There are no more Easter lilies or ham dinners in sight! But 

Easter is not meant to be just one day.  Easter is a season and 

for many weeks to come we will read and reflect on the 

Gospel accounts of how Christ appeared to his disciples after 

he was raised from the dead. We will also read and reflect on 

passages from the Book of Acts where the presence of the 

living spirit of Christ continues to bring new life to people and 

communities through the work of his empowered apostles. We 

are reminded week after week of the continued presence of the 

risen Christ alive with us even today, bringing new life to the 

broken, the dying, the despondent, the hopeless, the fearful, 

the confused; yes, to each one of us. I am thankful for a church  

 

 

 

that reminds me of these stories. Easter shouldn’t slip away 

too easily.  

 

Allow me to share an Easter prayer with you from the Iona 

community.  It is a good reminder for all of us that Easter goes 

on and on and on and never fades for those who believe. 

 

Lord Jesus, 

We are your disciples, 

Your wounded hands and feet in the world today. 

At times we are the frightened ones, staying at a distance, 

worried about our safety or our reputations. 

But you come close, bringing peace and challenge 

And setting us free. 

At times we are the doubting ones, when certainty evades us. 

But you come close 

accepting us  

and setting us free. 

At time we are the confused ones, feeling far from you 

with questions that don't have answers. 

So, in the evening of your resurrection 

we listen for your voice. 

And we hear you, the risen Christ say to us: 

Peace be with you. As the Father sent me, 

so I am sending you. 

And so we pray in response: 

Through our fear 

Through our doubt 

Through our confusion 

May we continue Jesus' work 

Liberated and united 

By the love of the resurrected one. 

Amen.        
     
Pastor Nadine 

  

Lord of Life Lutheran Church 

1143 N. 26th Street 

Bismarck, ND 58501 

Pastors Nadine Lehr and Beth Walch 

We love, serve and welcome all so each person knows God’s grace in Christ.  

Upcoming Events in April 
April 14

th
  - Palm Sunday Cantata @ 9:30 am 

April 17
th
  - No Worship, Confirmation or Church School  

April 18
th
 – Maundy Thursday and First Communion at 7:00 pm 

April 19
th
  – Good Friday Service at 7:00 pm 

April 21
st
 – Easter Sunday – Worship at 8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 am 

April 28
th
 – WELCA Card Making Event 

 

Worship Services 

Sundays: 8:30 am & 11:00 am 

Wednesdays: 6:15 pm 

Office Hours 

Monday-Thursday: 8:00 am-4:00 pm 

Friday: 8:00 am-3:00 pm  

 

  



Pastoral Acts  
Baptisms  

 Aiden James Rohrich, son of Corey Rohrich & Dakota Price on March 24, 2019. 
       

  

 

 

Bible Study Opportunities 
(Guests and new members always 

welcome!) 

 
MEN'S SATURDAY MORNING BIBLE 

STUDY meets every Saturday at 8:30 am in the St. 

Alexius cafeteria. For more info contact Dave 

Kolding (400-8098), Ken Snyder (258-1901) or 

Mike Beck (391-4384).  

 

WOMEN'S TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE 

STUDY will meet April 9
th

 at 9:30 am with Sue 

Stratton serving. The lesson is “Seeing the Risen 

Christ” and is session four in the “Meetings with 

Jesus from the Gospel of John”. 

 
 

Piecemakers 

 
We will work on Mondays, April 1 and 

15 from 6:30-9:00; and on Tuesdays, April 2 and 16 

from 9:30-3:00. Since we donated ten quilts to the 

homeless during those coldest days, there won't be 

as many to send overseas in May, unless we work a 

bit faster! If you have a few extra hours and wish to 

help, you'd be most welcome! About half of our 

quilters were missing last time and we look forward 

to their return soon. Many thanks to Cheryl Gerjets 

for the gift of a wonderful lamp so the women who 

sew the quilts can see better! We are so grateful.  

 

 

Cozy Comfort 

The Cozy Comfort group meets on the first Monday 

of the month from 2:00 pm– 4:00 pm through 

fall,winter and mid spring.  Please join us April 1
st
 

in the church library. Cozy Comfort is a positive 

group who knits or crochets prayer shawls.  We 

welcome any one who is interested and we have 

varying degrees of experience ourselves.  If you 

don’t know how to knit or crochet, we would be 

happy to help you get started.  If you can’t make the  

 

meetings but want to knit or crochet prayer shawls 

on your own, that will work too.  If you have 

questions, please contact Deb Knudsen at 701-220-

8688. If you know of someone who could use a 

prayer shawl, please contact one of the pastors 

through the church office or Coralyn Hoovestol at 

255-1401.   

Lutheran World Relief Health Kits 

 
During April and May we will be collecting items 

for health kits! Items needed are bath towels (dark 

light weight towels preferred, these may also be 

gently used), bar soap (4oz), heavy duty combs, 

adult toothbrushes, and nail clippers with file. The 

first three items listed are those needed the most. 

Please bring your items and place them in the 

display area that will be set up in the narthex. Thank 

you! 

 

Adult Education 

 
On April 7, Pastor Beth will be encouraging us to 

examine how we as a congregation can be 

welcoming to those people or families with 

addiction. How we can support and not shame those 

who suffer from disease? Rather than talk about an 

“opioid crisis” we will talk about how faith is part 

of recovery.  Please join us to stimulate our hearts 

and minds about addiction and recovery.  April 14 

is Palm Sunday – join in the Easter Egg fun! No 

Adult Forum this day. April 21 – “Christ Has 

RISEN – He Has RISEN Indeed!”  Plenty of 

fellowship and rejoicing without Adult 

Forum.  April 28 – “In The News” – Let’s try our 

topic of Vaping again.  Kristie Wolff, formerly with 

American Lung Of North Dakota will be our 

speaker.  Kristie has a breadth of knowledge about 

vaping and a display to show us what can vaping 

devices look like.   

 

 

 



Lent and Holy Week News 

 
As you receive this newsletter, we will soon be 

finishing our Lenten series on “The Least of These” 

and preparing for the somber and beautiful walk 

through Holy Week.  Please join in as we worship 

and complete our Lenten journey for 2019.  

 

Sunday, March 31 and Wednesday, April 3: 

Welcoming the Stranger 

 

We will gather in worship to remember the 

Stranger, focusing on refugees around the world.  

Please pick up a list of needed items for the New 

American program at Lutheran Social Services in 

the church lobby. We will be collecting toiletries for 

refugee families. 

 

We will also gather on Wednesday, April 3 at 12 

noon for a Bible study discussion on how we have 

experienced “stranger” moments and what we 

needed to be welcomed. Please bring your own 

lunch. 

 

The Lenten dinner on Wednesday, April 3 will be 

served from 5:00 pm to 6:15 pm and will feature 

French Onion Soup, Chicken Noodle Soup, Salad, 

Freshly Baked Buns and various desserts. 

 

Sunday, April 7 and Wednesday, April 10: 

Visiting the Imprisoned 

 

Worship will focus on visiting the Imprisoned as we 

reflect on those who are incarcerated and how we 

can reach out to provide comfort and hope. Please 

pick up a list of needed food items for the food 

pantry at Ministry on the Margins, a local non-profit 

that assists people in transition, including those 

newly released from prison. 

 

As part of our focus on the incarcerated we will also 

serve a hot breakfast at Ministry on the Margins on 

Tuesday, April 9, at 9:30 am and we will work in 

the food pantry at Ministry on the Margins on 

Thursday, April 11 with shifts from 4:30 to 6:00 pm 

and from 5:30 to 7:00 pm. Please sign up at the 

Information Desk if you wish to help with one or 

both of these service opportunities. 

 

A “bring your own” luncheon will be held on 

Wednesday, April 10 at 12 noon for those who wish 

to do an in-depth Bible study on what it means to be 

held captive. 

 

The Lenten dinner on Wednesday, April 10 will be 

served from 5:00 pm to 6:15 pm and will feature 

Swedish Meatballs, Mashed Potatoes, Glazed 

Carrots and dessert.  Even if you do not worship on 

Wednesday evening, you are welcome to come for 

dinner! 

 

Palm Sunday Cantata, Sunday, April 14:  See 

article in this month’s newsletter. 

 

Maundy Thursday, April 18, 7:00 pm:  Living 

Last Supper 

 

Twelve men from our congregation will re-enact the 

Last Supper Jesus had with his disciples, including 

a dramatic “freeze frame” of DaVinci’s painting of 

the Last Supper. First communions will be 

celebrated and worship participants will commune 

one another at the round tables in Fellowship Hall. 

 

Good Friday, April 19, 7:00 pm: Echoes of the 

Passion 

 

This year our worship will focus on the sounds that 

were part of the story of Jesus’ death. Sounds are 

powerful and the sounds we hear in this worship 

service will help us relive the story of that first 

Good Friday.  As the service progresses the church 

will become darker until our worship space is 

completely dark save for the Paschal Candle, a 

reminder of Jesus loving sacrifice and what he has 

won for us. The last of the echoes of the passion is 

silence and we will leave the sanctuary in silence as 

we await Easter Sunday.  

 

Easter Sunday, April 21:  Festival Easter 

Worship a 8, 9:30 and 11 am 

 

Usher in a new day with beautiful, spirited hymns, 

an uplifting message and holy communion. 

  

 

 



Mother the Camp 
 
The annual “Mother the Camp” at Camp of the Cross Ministries will be coming up in May. Please watch for 
more information in the upcoming bulletins and in the Narthex!  

 
 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE FOR A GREETING CARD CLASS!! 
 

 

 

 

 

Have you ever wished you’d learned to make your own greeting cards? The LOL Women of the ELCA are 

sponsoring a class to learn how to make different kinds of greeting cards.  The class will be taught by Barb 

Koch and assistants. You will have the option to make 5 cards (Birthday, Thinking of You, Sympathy, 

Thank You, Best Wishes). The cost is $10 to cover supplies and assist in the mission work of the LOL Women 

of the ELCA.  The fee can be paid at the class.   

 

WHEN: SUNDAY, APRIL 28, 2019 

WHERE: Lord of Life Fellowship Hall 

TIME: 1:00 – 4:00 PM 

COST: $10.00 (Fee can be paid at the class) 

 

Sign-up sheet will be at the Information Desk in the Narthex from April 7 – April 21. Please sign-up so we 

can plan amount of supplies needed.  You may sign-up friends or relatives that don’t belong to Lord of Life. 

 
 

 

 

Lord of Life Directory 
 

Get your pictures in now!  We are on the tail end of collecting information needed for our directory!  Either turn 

in pictures to the office or email one in to lordoflife@midconetwork.com, be sure to include the names in order 

of the pose, address, phone numbers and email!  If you are still in need of having a picture taken, they can be 

taken at the church Wednesday, April 3 & 24 after service and Sunday, April 28
th

 in between services, if you 

can’t make these dates you can also contact Crystal Engel to set up a date and time. Also pets are welcome to be 

included in your photo!! Thank you!  It is so important we can put a name to a face! 

mailto:lordoflife@midconetwork.com


 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The March Mardi Gras Party and “lock in” were a 

success!! Thank you to all who attended! 

 

 

 

 
TIME IS RUNNING OUT TO REGISTER FOR CAMP! 

 
7

th
 grade Confirmation students, we go to camp together at Camp of the Cross! It’s a great time at Night Pathfinders July 7-12. You 

sign up online at their website and pay the deposit. We cover the rest of the cost of camp. https://www.campofthecross.com/  

 

8
th

 graders, you can have the camping experience of your choice. Talk to Pastor Beth if you need ideas, but check out Camp of the 

Cross, or one of the other great camps in our region for a Lutheran/Christian camping 

experience this summer. LOL helps with your cost of camping too!  

April & May 
Calendar 

4/3 Large Group – Good 

Samaritan 

 

4/10 Small Group 

 

4/17 Holy Week - Please attend 

worship Thursday, Friday, and 

Sunday 

 

4/28 April Youth Event is “Game 

Day” hosted by the Nelson and 

Baerlocher Families 

 

5/1 Large Group 

 

5/5 Blessing of Driver’s License 

at the 11:00 worship service 

 

5/8 Large Group & Blessing of 

Driver’s License during worship 

 

5/15 Confirmation Fellowship 

Night 

 

5/19 Senior Sunday 

 

5/22   9
th

 Grade Mentor/Mentee 

Meeting 

 

 

 

April Youth Event!  
 

Game Day hosted by the Nelson & 

Baerlocher families on April 28
th

 

from 5-7 pm.  

 

 

Mark Your Calendars for Senior Sunday                 

on May 19
th

! 
 

Hailey Wanner will be preaching. If you would also like to get 

involved with the worship service by assisting, reading or 

providing the congregation with special music please let Pastor 

Beth know.  

 

The congregation would like to present you with a gift so please 

plan to attend! 

https://www.campofthecross.com/


 
 



 

Finding our “Why”, “How”, and “What” 
 

Your Council has been working hard over the past year 

to take a critical look at Lord of Life’s mission and our 

place in the community and the world.  I want to provide 

an update on those efforts and lay out our plans for the 

rest of 2019. 

 

We have been using concepts from Simon Sinek’s book, 

“Start With Why”.  Sinek, a leading industry consultant, 

motivational speaker, and author, contends that 

successful organizations and companies are able to 

articulate not only what they do, but also why they do it.  

Further, Sinek stresses that people are loyal to 

organizations and companies not because of what that 

entity does, but why they do it.  This begs some 

questions for us as a congregation. Why do we exist?  

Why should people care?  These are important questions 

that your Council has been wrestling with for the last 

year or so. 

 

Our “Why” (Our Mission and Purpose) 

The Council held a ministry retreat last summer to take a 

critical look at our mission.  At that time, we had a 

relatively vague mission statement that very few people 

knew about (“We are a people created by God in Christ, 

empowered by the Holy Spirit, called and sent to bear 

witness to God's creative, redeeming, and sanctifying 

activity in the world”).  We spent an afternoon 

developing a new mission statement that served as a 

point of discussion for several subsequent Council 

meetings.  We finalized the new mission statement in 

August, just in time for Rally Day last fall. Our new 

mission statement is as follows: 

 

“We love, serve, and welcome all so each person knows 

God’s grace in Christ” 

 

This is a powerful mission statement that defines our 

purpose. This is why we exist.  

 

Our “How” (Our Process and Guiding Principles) 
Our next step was to develop some guiding principles.  

In other words, how will we love, serve, and welcome 

all so each person knows God’s grace in Christ?  The 

Council developed and recently finalized seven “How” 

statements that define our process to realize our new 

mission statement: 

1. We will be welcoming and accepting of all 

families and all God’s children. 

2. We will be visible and active in the 

Bismarck/Mandan/Lincoln community, pursuing 

partnerships with other organizations serving 

those in need. 

3. We will offer biblically based educational 

opportunities for all ages. 

4. We will be committed and supportive of our 

church family, deliberately loving and helping 

one another.   

5. We will demonstrate grace by supporting and 

showing kindness, especially to those that least 

deserve it.   

6. We will be good stewards of all gifts. 

7. We will offer worship that is meaningful, 

inspiring, educational and unapologetically 

Christian. 

 

Our “What” (Our Result) 

Now we are working to add some specificity to each of 

our seven “How” statements. For example, what 

specifically will we do to ensure that we are welcoming 

and accepting of all families and all God’s children?  

Over the next few months, our ministry teams will be 

going through the seven “How” statements one by one, 

coming up with ideas of specific things that we will keep 

doing, start doing, or do differently to address each of 

our guiding principles.  The Council will be reviewing 

and prioritizing those ideas so that we can offer some 

recommendations and direction to the teams. We will 

also use these ideas as we build our 2020 budget. 

 

What can you do?  First, I ask that you pray for our 

Council, ministry teams, and pastors as we work to 

discern our mission throughout the rest of the year.  

Second, I ask that you visit with one of your Council 

members or ministry team chairs if you have ideas on 

how we can implement our new mission statement or 

meet our seven “How” statements. We are always 

looking for good ideas.  Third, I ask that you help us 

promote and realize our new mission statement. It is a 

good one, and I think that people should be excited to be 

part of a congregation that is focused on loving, serving, 

and welcoming all people.  Please make a point of 

inviting a co-worker, friend, relative, or stranger to join 

us at Lord of Life.  If people ask what makes Lord of 

Life special, tell them about our new mission statement. 

 

As you hopefully see, your Council and ministry team 

members have been working hard to implement our new 

mission statement.  We have lots more work to do, but 

we are getting there.  If you have any questions or 

concerns, please contact one of your Council members: 

Jim Gray (president), Linda Simmons (vice president), 

Roxanne Gardner (secretary), Mark Swenson, Craig 

Nelson, Dennis Steele, Crystal Engel, Bud Reiner, Karl 

Carlson, Lark Welch, and Bob Salveson. 

 

Sincerely, 

Jim Gray, Council President 



 

Young at Hearts  
 

Young at Hearts will be meeting at 11:30 am on April 23 for a presentation with Kyle Debertin on “Money Matters for 

Seniors” and on May 28
th
 we will be dining together at a local restaurant.  

 

 

 

 

Crossways Bible Study Begins Fall 2019 
 

Do you know your Bible?  Could you answer the following questions:  What is the Great Commission?  Who 

was known as the wisest king of ancient Israel?  Who was the “weeping prophet”?  What Jewish woman 

became the queen of Persia?  Who was the first martyr of the Christian church?  If you can’t answer these 

questions, you may benefit from the Crossways Bible Study program, an intensive two-year class that covers 

the major events and characters of all 66 books of the Bible.  Crossways will help you understand the biblical 

timeline, the connections between the Old and New Testaments, major themes, and how the many “pieces” of 

scripture come together in the story of Jesus Christ.  Crossways will begin at Lord of Life in September 2019, 

most likely on Wednesday evenings. Pastor Lehr will be the primary teacher.    If you would like more info or 

would like to register, please visit with Nadine very soon. We need at least 12 participants to start the course. 

Cost of the two year class will not exceed $50 per person. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Spring Clean-Up and Landscaping Days 
Wednesday, May 1 and Saturday, May 4 

 
 There is nothing like a clean house as spring arrives and summer approaches. This year, we will “clean 

house,” both inside and out, at Lord of Life. Please consider volunteering as we take time for clean-up in May. 

A sign-up sheet is available at the information desk. We need many people to help us do this right!  

 

 On Wednesday, May 1, we will gather from 5 pm to 7 pm to clean-up the exterior of the church by 

raking up winter debris, trimming trees and bushes, and filling a dumpster with all the leaves, branches, etc.  A 

simple meal will be offered at 5 pm to get us started.  Please bring gloves, rakes, and loppers for the outdoor 

clean-up. 

 

 On Saturday, May 4, we will gather at 8 am to do both indoor clean-up and a reworking of the 

landscaping in the circle outside the main doors.  Indoor volunteers should bring buckets, cleaning rags, vacuum 

cleaners, brooms, dustpans, and various cleaning solutions (window cleaner, Murphy’s soap to wipe down the 

pews, all-purpose cleaner, and furniture polish).  We will try to cover as much of the interior as possible.  For 

those who wish to work on the landscaping, please bring gloves, shovels, buckets and wheelbarrows. We will 

remove the river rock and plantings from the circle, recover the surface with landscaping fabric, plant a new tree 

and replant the perennials, then refill the circle with the rock.  Many strong bodies are needed to help complete 

this project! Quick breads, fruit and coffee will be available all morning in Fellowship Hall.  



 

Financial Stewardship News 

 

Lord of Life’s income and expense summary ending February 2019 is as follows: 

 

 February 2019 2019 Year  to 

Date Totals 

   

Income $44,637.20 $86,621.04 

Expenses (approved additional benevolence and 

mortgage pay down are now included) 

$58,777.22 $95,346.87 

Income over (under) Expenses ($14,140.02) ($8,725.83) 

   

Our projected income ending February 2019 based on our 

approved budget is: 

 

$54,360.25 $108,720.50 

Our actual income is over (under) our  budgeted income by: ($9,723.05) ($22,099.46) 

 

Our GENERAL ENVELOPE giving is $13,596.10 behind 2018.      

  

Please consider automatic giving options such as Simply Giving or using your bank's online bill pay features to 

set up recurring offerings.  Using your credit card is another method. Yet the newest method is the Give+App 

for your cellphone with instructions available in the narthex of the church. Simply Giving is an excellent way 

members can help assure that our giving is more equally distributed throughout the year.  If you'd like to sign up 

for this feature go to our web site at www.lordoflifebismarck.org and click on "online donations" or visit your 

banks online application.  

  

We have been blessed with generous support for God's mission at Lord of Life and look forward to continuing 

and expanding this work throughout 2019.  If you have any questions or suggestions please feel free to contact 

any of the team members.  They are Keith Demke, Melody Karlberg, Larry Klundt, Jordan Nygaard, Bud 

Reiner, Bob Sprynczynatyk and Justin Storey. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

LORD OF LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
COUNCIL MINUTES 

March 12, 2019 
 
Call to Order:  President Jim Gray called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
Council Members Present:  President Jim Gray, Vice President Linda Simmons, Secretary Roxanne Gardner, Karl Carlson 
– Property & Maintenance, Crystal Engel - Volunteerism, Mark Swenson – Worship & Music, Bud Reiner – Financial 
Stewardship, Lark Welch – Youth Ministry, Bob Salveson – Nominations & Placement, Craig Nelson – Education 
Absent:  Dennis Steele – Evangelism 
Guests:  Confirmation students Emily Wahl and Luke Welk 
Staff Members Present: Pastor Nadine Lehr, Pastor Beth Walch 
Devotions:   Craig Nelson led devotions. 
Installation of new Council members was done by Pastor Nadine. 
 
Minutes of the February Meeting: Mark Swenson moved to approve these minutes.  Lark Welch moved to second the 
motion.  There was no discussion, motion carried. 
 
Financial Report:  Bud Reiner gave the financial report.  He asked that each team review their individual reports to make 
sure they are correct.  February income was $44,637.20 compared to $58,777.22 in expenses, resulting in a yearly 
income deficit of $8,725.83. Projected income at the end of February based on our approved budget is $108,720.50, 
meaning our income is $22,099.46 less than budgeted income. The envelope giving is $13,596.10 behind 2018.  Pastor 
Nadine mentioned that it may be due to our extremely cold weather and less people making it to church. Pastor Beth 
asked about the amount in the Evangelism account.  It may be possible this is an error.  This will be checked into. 
 
Congregation Statistics 

Comparing Membership 2018 to 2019 

2018 Baptized 2019 Baptized 2018 Confirmed 2019 Confirmed 

1053 1063 748 753 

 

Comparing Worship Attendance 2018 to 2019 

2018 Monthly 
Average/Week 

2019 Monthly 
Average/Week 

2018 Year to Date 
Average/Week 

2019 Year to Date 
Average/Week 

337 249 318 256 

 
Team, Pastor and Staff Reports 
Those in attendance were provided with hard copies of team reports. For others wishing to read them, please contact 
the church office. 
 
Old Business:  No old business. 
 
New Business 

A. Stewardship Team: Request $400 for Accompaniment Fund.   

The Bishop has requested donations to a Synod endowment fund to help retain necessary staff.  
Discussion was made for this to come out of the dedicated fund of the Memorial Fund.  Karl Carlson 
motioned to approve this suggestion.  Seconded by Linda Simmons pending approval from the Worship 
and Music Team since it comes from their account. Motion carried. 

B. Stewardship Team: Not enforcing cash reserve policy.  



 

A copy of this policy was given to each council member.  A motion was made to suspend this policy for 
2019.  This would grant the Financial Team’s suggestion to put $25,000 toward the mortgage and not 
$54, 882 as the policy states as it currently stands.  This would allow the difference to be saved for now 
until an evaluation can be done regarding potential upcoming facility repairs.  Crystal Engel motioned to 
approve the policy suspension for 2019.  Seconded by Mark Swenson. Motion carried. Jim made note to 
say that the council supports the paying down of the mortgage when possible.  Suggestions were given 
on amending/revising this policy to provide more fluidity in the future. The Financial Stewardship team 
will revise the policy and bring it back to the council in April for approval. 

C. Stewardship Team: Request approval to transfer reserve fund from Capital Credit Union to cash 
obligations fund at Edward Jones. 

   This would allow for a higher interest rate. Discussion involved checking into other entities other than 
Edward Jones specifically.  Karl Carlson moved to approve the motion, Mark Swenson moved to second 
the motion.  Motion carried.  The Financial Stewardship team will look into the best rates, keeping in 
mind agencies we already have relationships with. 

D. Updating the van use policy 

Discussion involved who can use it, appropriate use, who can drive it, etc.  Karl Carlson will take this 
discussion to the Property and Management team which will review the policy, make necessary 
revisions and bring it back to the council in April for approval. 

E. Updating signatories for bank account and mortgage agreement 

Vice President Linda Simmons made the following motion: “I move that the current signatories on our 
mortgage agreement and checking account at Capital Credit Union be changed to remove Al Klein and 
add Linda Simmons.  The new signatories will be Jim Gray, Linda Simmons, Stephanie Thorpe and Jessica 
Axtman.” This motion is necessary in order to change the names on these accounts. Motion was 
seconded by Craig Nelson. There was no discussion. Motion carried. 

Visioning 
A. Review and finalizing of our “How” statements 

Jim read the current 7 statements aloud and invited comments/suggestions. 

 Point 1 was agreed upon.  It will remain as “We will be welcoming and accepting of all families and 
all God’s children.” 

 Point 2:  Comments were made about the wording of Bismarck/Mandan/Lincoln community in.  
Discussions included ideas to either broadening it or making it more specific.  President Jim Gray 
asked for a vote on this and the majority voted to keep this wording.  It will remain as “We will be 
visible and active in the Bismarck/Mandan/Lincoln community, pursuing partnerships with other 
organizations serving those in need.” 

 Point 3:  Comments were made regarding specifically stating ELCA or Lutheran and the biblically 
based description.  
Following a discussion, it was decided to remain as “We will offer biblically based educational 
opportunities for all ages.” 

 Point 4 was agreed upon.  It will remain as “We will be committed and supportive of our church 
family, deliberately loving and helping one another.” 

 Point 5 was agreed upon.  It will remain as “We will demonstrate grace by supporting and showing 
kindness, especially to those that least deserve it.” 

 Point 6:  After discussion, a revision of was agreed upon to change the words good steward to 
stewards of.  The statement will be revised to “We will be good stewards of all gifts.” 

 Point 7:  Comments were made regarding the wording unapologetically Christian.  Should it be 
Lutheran? ELCA? Is the word comforting appropriate in this statement? After discussion, it was 
agreed upon to revise this statement to “We will offer worship that is meaningful, inspiring, 
educational and unapologetically Christian.”  

 



 

B. Brainstorming on “How” Statement #1: “We will be welcoming and accepting of all families and God’s 
children.” 

On the board, Jim made 3 columns:  Keep Doing/Start Doing/Tweak.  Each team member was asked 
what their team discussed and came up with.  The council then decided which column that idea fit 
under.  After each team had given their ideas, each council member and guests went to the board and 
marked the top 5 things most important to them.  This list will be compiled by myself and sent to council 
and team members for further discussion at the next team meetings.  Each team was asked to choose 
something from the top voted items and think about whether that particular idea could be implemented 
this year or budgeted for next year.  More discussion to follow on this at the April meeting. 

 
The meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Roxanne Gardner, Secretary 
 
 
PLEASE NOTE THAT THE MINUTES ARE NOT APPROVED UNTIL VOTED ON BY THE COUNCIL AT THE NEXT MONTH’S 
MEETING. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteerism/Fellowship 

 
 

A tip of the hat to the following drivers who delivered Meals on Wheels in March! 

 

   Dennis and Betty Steele 

   Stephanie Swenson 

   Ward Enger 

   Doug and Bev Doolittle 

 Valorie Cartwright 

 LeNor Dollinger 

 Connie Peterson 

 Keith Demke 

 

Thank you for being so quick to step in and deliver these much needed meals! 
 

 

 

 

 

Mark your Calendars 
 

May 15 and 19 – Volunteer recognition during worship services 

 

June 29 – Larks night! 30 spots are reserved and we’ll start taking names in 

May! 



 

 

 

 

 

April Service Group List 

 
 

April Leaders: Perry & Sheryl Hardy (226-2203)  Larry & Pat Klundt (223-8465) 
 

Arlene Stephenson 

Natalee & Justin Storey 

Sue Stratton 

Scot & Carrie Streyle  

Cordell & Mirna Stromme  

William Suess & Gwen Jakel 

John & Laurie Sundeen 

Mark & Stephanie Swenson 

Helen Swenson 

Tyler & Brittany Tergesen 

 

 

Cindy Terwilliger 

Anna & Seth Thompson 

Brad & Kerry Ann Thompson 

Roger & Dawn Thompson 

Wilma Thorson 

Charles & Helen Tollerud 

Corrine Tolstad 

Jeremy & Brandi Twete 

Paige Uran 

 

Thank you to all the volunteers who helped serve in March: 

 
   Chad Schon & Lark Welch  Ken & Gloria Snyder 

   Beverly Schatz   Martin Schock 

   Crystal Engel    Dennis & Betty Steele 

   Tom & Shelly Sharp   Eldon & Linda Schlosser 
 

 

 
Palm Sunday Cantata 

In preparation for your Easter Celebration, please join us on Palm Sunday for a musical 
Interpretation of Jesus’ journey to the cross. Lord of Life Choir will present “Lift High the 
Cross” by Lloyd Larson. Featured within the cantata will be Mozart’s Ave Verum Corpus 
(Hail, True Body) performed by a local string quartet. All children are welcome to join in a 
palm processional to recall Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem. The Cantata will be at 9:30 on 
Palm Sunday, April 14. Please plan to attend – and perhaps invite guests to – this 
meaningful performance.  This Cantata will be in place of regular Sunday Services. 

 

 

 

Watch the table near the Keurig Machine (under the TV) for more opportunities to purchase 
Equal Exchange products! The Youth & Family Team will have an ongoing display of products 
for sale. If you have something in particular you would like let Pastor Beth know and she can 

add it to the order.  

 
 



 

April Volunteers (Sundays) 
 

 

April 7 April 14 (Palm Sunday) April 21 (Easter) April 28 

Assisting Ministers 

 8:30 am 

 

 11:00 am 

 

Steve Andrist 

 

Sarah Carlson 

 

(9:30) NONE NEEDED 

 

(8:00) Sarah Carlson 

 

(9:30) Roxanne Gardner 

 

(11:00) Alex Sauer 

 

 

Linda Simmons 

 

Cindy Anderson 

Communion Assistants 

 8:30 am 

 

11:00 am 

 

HELP NEEDED 

 

HELP NEEDED 

 

(9:30) NONE NEEDED 

 

(8:00) Gloria Snyder & 

Melody Karlberg 

 

(9:30) HELP NEEDED 

 

(11:00) HELP NEEDED 

 

HELP NEEDED 

 

HELP NEEDED 

Ushers 

8:30 am 

 

11:00 am 

 

 HELP NEEDED 

 

HELP NEEDED 

 

(9:30) Dan & Barb Wrolstad 

 

 

 

HELP NEEDED 

 

HELP NEEDED 

 

HELP NEEDED 

 

HELP NEEDED 

Organists 

 8:30 am 

  

11:00 am 

 

Marilyn Kesterke 

 

Marilyn Kesterke 

 

(9:30) Cantata  

 

 

 

Marilyn Kesterke 

 

Marilyn Kesterke 

 

Becky Salveson 

 

Becky Salveson 

Acolytes 

 8:30 am 

  

11:00 am 

 

Norah Baerlocher 

 

Miah Quintus 

 

(9:30) Taryn Nelson 

 

 

(8:00) HELP NEEDED 

 

(9:30) HELP NEEDED 

 

(11:00) Samantha Reich 

 

 

Miah Quintus 

 

Brianna Feist 

April Volunteers (Wednesdays)   

 

 
April 3 April 10 April 17 April 18 (Maundy 

Thurs) 

April 19 (Good Friday) April 24 

Acolytes Brett Whitney Aiden Hoff NO WORSHIP NONE NEEDED NONE NEEDED Sage Wetzel 

Pianist/Organist 

Song Leaders 

Marilyn Kesterke 

Ruby Altringer 

Marilyn Kesterke 

Janell Quinlan 

NO WORSHIP Nicholas Hornbacher 

 

Becky Salveson 

 

Tondi McGuire 

Janell Quinlan 

 

 

 

 

**We will also need 4 ushers for Maundy Thursday, April 18
th

. Please sign up at the information desk if you can help 

out! 

 

 

 

 



 

April 2019 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 
2:00 pm: Cozy 

Comfort 

6:30 pm: 
Piecemakers 

 

2 
9:00 am: Staff Cooking in Kitchen for 

Lent 

9:30 am: Piecemakers  
10:00 am: Newcomers in F.H. 

5:00 pm: Evangelism Team Meeting 

5:30 pm: Worship Team Meeting 
5:30 pm: Property Team Meeting 

6:30 pm: Volunteerism Team Meeting 

7:00 pm: Youth Team Meeting 
7:00 pm: Boy Scouts 

7:30 pm: Education Team Meeting 

3 
12:00 pm: Brown Bag Luncheon 

5:00 pm: Lenten Meal 

6:15 pm: Worship 
7:00 pm: Confirmation Lg Group 

7:00 pm: Church School 

4 
9:30 am: Brunch with 

Beth 

3:00 pm: Executive 
Team Meeting 

6:00 pm:  Stewardship 

Team Meeting 
7:00 pm: Cantata 

Rehearsal 

5 
8:00 am: Post Adopt 

Event in F.H.  

6 
8:00 am: Post Adopt Event in 

F.H. 

8:30 am: Men’s Bible Study 
 

7 

8:30 am: Worship 
9:45 am: Sunday School 

9:45 am: Choir Rehearsal 

9:45 am: Adult Ed 
11:00 am: Worship 

2:00 pm: Violin Recital  

8 

  

9 

9:00 am: Staff Meeting 
9:30 am: Women’s Bible Study 

9:30 am: LOL Serving breakfast at 

Ministry on the Margins 
7:00 pm: Council Meeting 

7:00 pm: Boy Scouts 

10 

12:00 pm: Brown Bag Luncheon 
5:00 pm: Lenten Meal 

6:15 pm: Worship 

7:00 pm: Confirmation Sm Group 
7:00 pm: Church School 

7:00 pm: 1st Communion Classes 

11 

4:30 pm: LOL 
volunteering at the 

Food Pantry 

7:00 pm: Cantata 
Rehearsal 

12 

7:00 pm: Cantata 
Rehearsal 

13 

8:00 am: Childcare Aware 
Event in F.H. 

8:30 am: Men’s Bible Study 

 

14 

9:30 am: Palm Sunday Cantata 

9:45 am: Sunday School Parade of 
Palms & Easter Egg Hunt 

 

15 

6:30 pm: Living Last 

Supper Rehearsal 
6:30 pm: 

Piecemakers 

16 

9:00 am: Staff Meeting 

9:30 am: Piecemakers   
6:30 pm: Living Last Supper Rehearsal 

7:00 pm: Boy Scouts 

 

17 

No Worship 

No Communion 
No Church School 

18 

9:30 am: Brunch with 

Beth 
7:00 pm: Maundy 

Thursday, Celebration 

of First Communion 

19 

Newsletter Deadline 

7:00 pm: Good 
Friday Worship 

Service 

 

20 

8:30 am: Men’s Bible Study 

 

21     Easter  

Noisy Offering 
8:00 am: Worship 

9:30 am: Worship 

11:00 am: Worship 

22 

Office Closed  

23 

9:00 am: Staff Meeting 
11:30 am: YAH’s 

7:00 pm: Boy Scouts 

 

24   

Noisy Offering 
6:15 pm: Worship 

7:00 pm: Confirmation Lg Group 

7:00 pm: Whole Family Church 
School  

25 

 

26 

5:30 pm: Wedding 
Rehearsal 

27 

8:30 am: Men’s Bible Study 
4:00 pm: Wedding 

28 
8:30 am: Worship 

9:45 am: Adult Education 

9:45 am: Choir Rehearsal 
9:45 am: Whole Family Sunday School 

11:00 am: Worship 

1:00 pm: WELCA Card Making Event 
5:00 pm: Youth Game Day 

29 
 

30 
9:00 am: Staff Meeting 

7:00 pm:  Boy Scouts 
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“Like” us on Facebook to    

see daily devotions, weekly  

events and reminders! 

  

Or visit our webpage for more information: 

http://www.lordoflifebismarck.org 

1143 N. 26th Street 

Bismarck, ND 58501 
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