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Lenten Worship Services 
Wednesdays 

March 7, 14, 21 

6:15 pm 
 

Don’t forget….  

Daylight Saving Time begins on 

Sunday, March 11
th

! 
 

Palm Sunday Cantata – March 25 @ 9:30 am 

 

Maundy Thursday and First Communion – Thursday, 

March 29 @ 6:15 pm 

 

Good Friday – Friday, March 30 @ 7:00 pm 

 

Easter Sunday – Sunday, April 1 @ 8:00 am, 9:30 am 

& 11:00 am 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Camp of the Cross Ministries 

Information about Camp of the Cross can be found at:     

www.campofthecross.com    

March 2018 

Upcoming Events in March 

 

- Lent Dinners every Wednesday at 4:45 pm 
- March 11th - Caramel Roll Youth Fundraiser 
- March 25th – Palm Sunday Breakfast  served by 

the Youth  
 

 

http://www.lordoflifebismarck.org/
http://www.lordoflifebismarck.org/


Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by them; for then you have no 

reward from your Father in heaven (Matthew 6:1). 

Fasting, prayer and almsgiving are the traditional disciplines of Lent. In the Gospel reading for Ash 

Wednesday, Jesus addressed these disciplines and two thousand years later, they continue to top the 

list of how we observe Lent:  we refrain from certain foods, we pray more often, and we make extra 

donations to charity.   

But Jesus was never content to let tradition be. Just when we think we’ve got prayer, fasting and 

almsgiving down, he puts his own spin on things. Fasting? Don’t complain about it; do it quietly.  

More prayer? Yes, but please shut the door so no one sees you doing it. Almsgiving? By all means, 

just don’t let anybody know. When you put your faith into action, Jesus asks you to keep it a secret. 

Shhhhh. Don’t let anyone know! 

But his “tell no one” instructions run into immediate obstacles. We live in a time where people 

post, tweet and selfie their every moment. Apparently, anything worth doing must immediately be 

posted in public. And so we are led to believe that if no one sees it, why even DO it? 

But another part of this text troubles me too. Jesus’ admonition to act out our piety in secret has 

helped reinforce the belief that acts of faith belong in the private sphere of life.  Prayer, fasting, 

charity and anything else that has to do with living our faith gets defined as a personal matter 

between me and God alone. This interpretation makes us hesitant to speak our faith in public. It 

keeps us from sharing the good news with our neighbors and lifting up a voice on behalf of our 

neighbor’s needs.  

But what if we are not the center of what’s going on in Matthew 6?  What if the word on Ash 

Wednesday was not just a warning against being a spiritual show-off, but a promise that the God 

who sees us in secret sees the best and worst of what we have to offer and still showers us with 

grace and mercy? Is it possible that Jesus was telling us that even though our most holy actions 

won’t save us, our most cowardly acts won’t condemn us either? God knows our secrets, including 

our fear to make public witness and he promises to help us, if only we would try.  

Martin Luther famously said, “God doesn’t want our good works. But our neighbor does.” He 

didn’t keep silent in the face of injustice but advocated for social change. When institutions such as 

the medieval church abused its members, he took up their cause and proclaimed promises of God’s 

mercy.  He taught that faith is not a secret but a gift that compels us to share the grace we have 

received with those who still need to receive it.  

Of course, inner disciplines nurture and ground our outward witness. We need both. But if Lent 

directs us to focus on our private spirituality, how much more powerful could it be in helping us to 

witness in public?  

What if this Lent we fasted from inwardly focused piety to outwardly motivated action, from prayer 

in private to public truth-telling, from almsgiving that goes beyond charity to the raising of our 

voices and action for greater justice? We began Lent with a public mark of repentance by accepting 

ashes on our foreheads. Let us continue that public practice by living Lent out loud this year and 

lifting our voices to tell others about the great hope that comes to us at Easter.          

 – Pastor Nadine 



Pastoral Acts  
Baptisms 

 Niko Dean Johnson, son of James and Erica Johnson on February 4, 2018 

 Emma Jean Wanner, daughter of Damon Wanner and Zoya Baker on February 11, 2018 

 

Memorials  
1 General Memorial – in memory of Marvin Lehr 

1 General Memorial – in memory of Rodney (Pete) Peterson 

Bell Tower Fund – in memory of Rodney (Pete) Peterson 

 

Bible Study Opportunities 
(Guests and new members always welcome!) 

 

MEN'S SATURDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY meets every Saturday at 8:30 am at the 

church (please use the South Door by the kitchen). Coffee will be provided. 

 

WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY meets at 9:30 the second Tuesday of every month in a Sunday 

School room next to the former kitchen. This month it is March 13th with Karen Lyson 

furnishing treats. The study is on the Prodigal Son, under the general theme, "Multiple 

Meanings: Learning From Other Interpretations." Thanks to Stephanie Swenson for providing 

lovely Valentine treats and coffee February. After February's lesson, eleven of us enjoyed a 

delicious lunch at the new Soup Kitchen, for which we provided $1000 for much of their new 

equipment. 

 

Piecemakers 

  
Mondays, March 5 & 19 from 6:30-9:00 and Tuesdays, March 6 & 20 from 

9:30-2:30 is when the youth lounge will be buzzing with women creating 

quilts to keep others comfy cozy.  YOU are welcome at either session, 

remember it’s as easy as tying your shoelaces! Bring a sack lunch if you 

come on a Tuesday. 

 

 

 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF HEALTH KITS 

Spring is coming soon so it's time to begin collecting items for the Personal Care Kits (Health 

Kits for short). Items most needed are bath towels (preferably dark colors, preferably not too big 

or too thick or too costly.) There are some available for about $2.50 each at a local big box 

store.  Gently used bath towels can also be acceptable. If you are re-decorating your bath room 

and purchasing new towels for it, please consider giving LWR the ones you are replacing. Also 

needed are 4 oz. bars of soap, adult tooth brushes, and heavy duty combs. Thank you.  Note: 

there will be a sample kit on display in the narthex.  



SUNDAY ADULT EDUCATION  
 

What’s Adult Spiritual Formation? I’m glad you asked, because it’s something we all can use a 

little more of in our daily lives. Spiritual growth doesn’t end when we are “confirmed”. In fact 

that special day in our life is actually called Affirmation of Baptism and it’s the day we take 

over the responsibility of the promises made for us at our baptism. These promises include 

living among God’s faithful people, hearing the Word of God and sharing in the Lord’s Supper, 

proclaiming the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all people, 

following the example of Jesus and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth.  

 

How do we continue to live into these promises? One way is to grow in faith through studying 

together. We are discussing how God’s word builds us up as a people of God, we are looking at 

topics of justice and peace. We proclaim the good news to one another and support one another 

in good times and in the tough times too.  

 

During March we will continue to discuss “Half Truths: Things we think are in the Bible” and 

then for the last two weeks of March, Pastor Beth will lead a conversation on Praying with 

Scripture. In these two weeks we will begin to explore how reading God’s Word can inspire 

prayer. Each session stands alone so come for one or come for all, we are looking forward to 

seeing you in Adult Spiritual Formation.  

 

If you would like to be a part of a planning team for Adult Spiritual Formation and/or would 

like to teach, please contact Barbara Andrist (Education Chair) or Pastor Walch. We are putting 

together a team to create a cohesive plan for spiritual formation.  

 

 

 

 
Attention Fundraisers 

 

In an effort to organize our fundraising campaigns here at Lord of Life, the financial 

stewardship team has decided to move forward with a Fundraising Date Request form.  This 

form can be found at the information desk, and should be completed by individuals that are 

planning on doing fundraisers throughout the year.  By having visibility of these campaigns in 

advance, it will allow us to properly plan to ensure that multiple campaigns aren’t overlapping 

with one another.  Please turn these forms in to the front desk upon completion so that they may 

be entered into a master calendar. Once the request has been approved and entered into the 

calendar, the individual/ministry group that initiated the request will be notified.  Any questions 

or comments can be directed towards members on the financial stewardship team, as well as 

Pastor Nadine and Pastor Beth.  Thank you. 
 



First Communion 

 
Not long from now, your fifth grader will receive Communion, some 

of them for the first time.  Please join us for two Communion classes 

so that parents and kids can learn together about this special 

Sacrament.  Here are the details: 

 

·       Class #1 Wednesday, March 14 from 7:00 to 8:00 pm in the conference 

room. 

We will explore together the connection between the Old Testament and New 

Testament.  We will play fun games, watch a movie clip, and read our Bibles 

together.  Kids will also receive acolyte training so they may begin to serve in 

worship this way. 

·       Class #2 Wednesday, March 21 from 7:00 to 8:00 pm in the conference 

room. 

Kids will bake bread while parents create a special momento of this faith 

milestone.  We will also have some time for fun games to learn more about 

Communion and time for meaningful story telling. 

·     Communion will be celebrated Maundy Thursday on Thursday, March 29 

at 6:15 pm. 

We will explain how fifth grade families will receive Communion at the Maundy 

Thursday service during our second class. 

 

Please plan to join us for both of these classes!  This is an important opportunity for 

your family to prepare for this meaningful faith milestone. 

 

In Christ, 

 

Betsy Debertin  

Janie Hague  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Stewardship Options 
 

Lord of Life members, the Financial Stewardship team would like to educate you about the 

various ways you can give to our congregation’s ministry. Included in these options is a new 

service available to Lord of Life members & guests starting in March 2018, using a smartphone 

app called Give+. 

 

Giving options available for Lord of Life members include the following: 

 Using offering envelopes to deposit a check or cash in the plate during worship or 

sending it by mail 

 Donating on the Lord of Life website by using your credit/debit card 

 Sign-up for regular contributions through Simply Giving, using credit/debit card or 

checking account information. 

 Schedule withdrawals from your local online banking 

 NEW Give+ smartphone app, using credit/debit card or checking account information 

 

Please note that any use of credit/debit cards for stewardship, incurs a small fee for the church. 

We do not want to discourage the donations given by these options; we encourage you to 

consider giving additional to make up for the card fees. The new Give+ smartphone app has a 

feature that allows you to donate your intended amount, without Lord of Life incurring a fee. As 

always we are blessed by the donations given by Lord of Life members over the years, and 

encourage you to use the best option for your family. 

 

 
 

  

 

 

Opportunity to Give! 
 

Heavens Helpers Soup Kitchen is up and running!  They rely on donations and 

volunteers to keep feeding people every day.  We will be having a food drive in 

April for this organization.  You can start stocking up on canned vegetables and 

cream soups, paper products, cleaning supplies...a complete list will be in April’s 

newsletter.  Thank you for your help in this worthwhile project!  The 

Volunteerism Committee 
 

 

  

   

 

 

 



Midweek Lenten Series 2018 

From Death to Life: Variations on an Easter 

Theme 
 

During the season of Lent, we prepare for the two greatest events 

in the life of Jesus:  his death and his resurrection.  In the ancient 

church, people reflected on these two great events for six weeks 

and on Easter evening, new Christians were baptized, leaving the old life behind 

(death) and beginning a new life in Christ (resurrection).  

 

But the themes of death and resurrection are not only for Christians. Nor do they 

appear only in the Gospels.  The older testament also foreshadows these themes 

with a number of variations.  God creates light out of darkness.  God destroys evil 

in the flood and creates the world anew.  God delivers the Israelites from slavery to 

freedom.  God rescues Israel from hunger and thirst and gives them plenty.  And on 

and on it goes.  All of these movements are spins on the death and resurrection 

theme. The old dies away and God brings newness of life. 

 

This year during Lent we will look at some of the great stories in the Hebrew 

scriptures where we see the theme of death and resurrection foreshadowed.  We will 

look at Creation, Flood, Exodus, the Great Feast and Deliverance from the Fiery 

Furnace.  Each Wednesday service will include reflection on the word and Holy 

Communion.  Join us at 6:15 pm on Wednesdays, March 6, 13, and 20. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Holy Week Worship Schedule 2018 
 

 Palm Sunday – March 25, 9:30 am only – “At the Ninth Hour” 
The Lord of Life Senior Choir will perform the Easter Cantata “At the Ninth Hour,” followed by a breakfast in 

Fellowship Hall. Based on the Gospel of Mark, this cantata features a 35-minute retelling of the last week of 

Christ's life, with passionate music, riveting lyrics and narration. Performed in its entirety, the musical makes 

the full journey from Palm Sunday to Easter morning and climaxes with Allen Pote's blockbuster anthem "On 

the Third Day." This year’s cantata will also feature local artist Paul Noot, who will interpret the choir’s 

message by creating an original painting in the front of the sanctuary as the story line progresses.  

 Wednesday, March 28 – NO Wednesday worship or Wednesday school 
 Maundy Thursday - March 29, 6:15 pm – Agape Meal 

Come to worship in Fellowship Hall where we will remember Jesus’ last supper with his disciples and celebrate 

the first communions of many youth from Lord of Life. First communicants will have their feet washed, we will 

share communion around the tables, and then enjoy a light soup and bread supper as part of the worship service.  

 Good Friday, March 30, 7:00 pm – Service of Tenebrae 
 “Tenebrae” means shadows.  And on Good Friday, Lord of Life will remember the crucifixion of Jesus 

in a worship service of shadows revolving around the seven last words from the Cross.  Each word will be read.  

A musical reflection will follow. And then part of the sanctuary will be darkened. At the end of the service we 

will strip the altar area of all paraments and drape everything in black.  This year’s Good Friday service will 

feature a number of hauntingly beautiful chants from the Taize monastery in France.  The Good Friday 

Tenebrae service is one of the most dramatic services of the church year. Please join us. 

 Easter Sunday – April 1, 8:00, 9:30 and 11 am – Festival Worship 
Join us for a fanfare of music and celebration on Easter Sunday.  Celebrating the resurrection, we will gather for 

an inspiring message in both word and song.  Communion will be served at all services. Bring your friends and 

neighbors for the festivities!  

 

NOTE:  Office will be closed Easter Monday. 

 

 

 
 



2018 Cantata Incorporates Visual Art 
 

Please join the Lord of Life Choir for At the Ninth Hour, a cantata for Lent,  

on March 25, Palm Sunday, at 9:30 a.m. in the church sanctuary. This year’s  

cantata features renowned local artist, Paul Noot. Paul will interpret the  

choir’s message of Christ’s last week on earth by creating an original  

painting in the front of the sanctuary. Watch a work of art come to life as  

you listen to the songs – some familiar, some new – and stories of Holy Week. All children are 

welcome to participate in a joyous palm processional as part of the performance. Mark your 

calendars and invite your friends to this special Palm Sunday event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AGAPE MEAL 
 

This year for our Maundy Thursday Service, held March 29, 2018, we will be 

remembering the Last Supper that Jesus shared with his disciples with an 

Agape Meal. We will gather in the Fellowship Hall around tables for our 

worship, share the Lord’s Supper at our tables and then eat a simple meal 

together in fellowship. At this meal we will also have a washing of feet of our 

first communicants and celebrate with children who are taking communion for 

the first time. Please join us for this special meal and worship.  

 

There will be a sign up in the Narthex for planning purposes and to offset costs we are asking 

for a few food donations and a free will offering to cover costs for the meal (in addition to our 

regular offering for worship).  

 

Food needed for the meal, check the board for amounts: 

 

Cheese slices 

Grapes 

Apple Slices 

Gold Fish Crackers 

Cookies/Bars 

 



A Sweet Deal for C.A.R. 
 

 This year during Lent Lord of Life will be reaching out to our global 

companion synod, the Central African Republic (i.e. C.A.R.).  We have 

accepted a challenge from our own synod here in Western North Dakota to 

collect much needed donations on behalf of C.A.R.  In the church lobby you will find mini 

M&M canisters.  We ask that you take one or two, eat the M&M’s, and then refill the canisters 

with quarters (each canister holds about $14).  On Palm Sunday, we will collect the canisters 

and send the money to our synod which will forward it to the church in C.A.R. Our offerings 

will be used to build primary schools in remote areas, provide scholarships and pay for the 

roofing on various church buildings. Lent is not just a time to fast and pray, but a time to give 

alms to the poor.  We hope you will consider sharing generously with our brothers and sisters in 

Christ. 

 

 

2017-18 LOL Women of the ELCA News 

 

 Thank you to all who assisted with the East Missouri Cluster Meeting, lefse making and 

bake sale.  

 

   Last year we celebrated our 5th Flowers and Fellowship Event. Those that attended 

recommended we should do it again.  We are looking for someone who would like to show off 

their plants in their yard.  Refreshments and program will be organized by the board.  If you are 

interested in sharing for this event please contact Janell Quinlan at 224-8244. 

 

  This is the year for the Church Rummage Sale so start saving items to donate.  

There is need for a person or a couple of people to volunteer to chair the event.  It was 

recommended that we should try to have it in June.  The second and third weekends are 

currently available so please check your calendar and volunteer.  Please contact Janell Quinlan 

at 224-8244 if you are able to do this planning.  The last time only major items were priced and 

the rest was free will donation.  This seemed to work so will be doing this again as it cuts down 

on the set up time. 

 

  The board is looking for ideas for other events or fundraisers so please share your 

thoughts with any of the board members:  Janell Quinlan, Barb Wrolstad, Ann Sletmoe, Helen 

Swenson, Tracy Lux, Diane Clinton, Lori Meza, Sue Stratton and Barb Koch. 
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Join us for FAMILY FUN BROOMBALL! Families of all ages meet at Lord of Life for an afternoon of 

playing broomball on March 11
th

 from 4-6pm. Dress warm! Come ready to play, and drink hot chocolate! 

Youth Grade 7-12, join us for W.I.N.G.S.  We will be playing broomball! Meet at Lord of Life for an 

evening of playing broomball on March 4
th 

at 5:30 pm. Dress warm! From 6:00 pm-7:00 pm we will play 

broomball and from 7:00 pm-8:00 pm we will have pizza!  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Youth and Family  

 March  7 Large Group:   Temptation, Trial, and Deliverance Please Read: Luke 4:1-15, 11:1-4; 

   Exodus 15:1-8; Matthew 6:9-13;1 Chronicles 29:11-13; Student Book:  pages 303-304 

March  14  Small Group Night  

March  21 Large Group:  Psalms of Praise Please Read: Psalms 100, 111, 117, 150 Student Book:  

   page 299 

March  28 NO CONFIRMATION (Holy Week) Worship Maundy Thursday and  Good Friday 
April    4 Large Group:  Psalms for Help and Trust Please Read:  Psalms 22, 23, 74, 121 Student       

   Book: page 299 

  

  

              

Confirmation  

 
Meet Janie at Starbucks on State Street from 6:30-

8am every Tuesday for coffee and Jesus time!  Hope 

to see you there!  The first Tuesday of each month 

we welcome people of all ages to join for coffee. 

Coffee with Janie   

LENT DINNERS 
All proceeds go to camp scholarships. There is a suggested donation of $7 per person. Meals are served 

Wednesdays during Lent from 4:45 to 6p.m. March 7: Cabbage Roll Soup March 14: Tortellini Primavera  

March 21: Chicken Marsala                              

Mission Trip Fundraisers: 

Kuchen—March 11 & 14 
Youth going on the mission trip will be selling Kuchen. They are available for pre-orders and are on sale for 

$8.00 per Kuchen. Flavors are Peach, Plain, Apple, Cottage Cheese, and Blueberry. Pre-orders need to be turned 

into the church office by March 4th.  

Psalm Sunday Breakfast—March 25 
Youth going on the mission trip will be serving breakfast after the Cantata on Psalm Sunday. We will be serving 

sausage, egg bake, fruit, muffins and orange juice. Please join us!  

  

  
  

Donuts, Devos, and Dwelling in the word 
All 7-12th grade youth meet Janie at Bearscat on State 

Street from 7-9am every Thursday for donuts, devos, and 

dwelling in the word.  
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Lord of Life Lutheran Church 

Children’s & Family Ministry 
Betsy Debertin, coordinator March 2018 

Easter Egg Hunt 
Join us for Palm Sunday shenanigans on 

March 25.  There is one worship service at 

9:30 am, and kids will get to participate in a 

parade of palms during worship.  After 

worship (about 10:15), there will be an 

Easter egg hunt for all the kids.  Palm 

SUNDAY is indeed on a Sunday, but we 

hope all our WEDNESDAY families can 

join in the palm waving and egg hunting. 

 

 

 

Chocolate and Change 

Needed 
Our Palm Sunday Easter egg hunt needs 

your help!  Can you purchase a bag of 

Easter candy the next time you are 

shopping?  There will be a box at the 

information desk for your donation.  Also, 

each Sunday and Wednesday, there will be a 

canister for any spare change you can share.  

We will put the change in some of the Easter 

eggs.  Kids who find these eggs will get to 

choose from a few charities to donate the 

money they find. 

 

Save the Date for VBS 
Summer – it will come!  Save the Date for 

VBS now! 

Sunday, June 17 – Thursday, June 21 

Each evening from 5:45 pm – 7:45 pm 

 

 

 

Mark Your Calendar 

 

Sunday School 
March 4 – Sunday School 

March 11 – Sunday School 

March 18 – Sunday School 

March 25 – Parade of Palms at  

Worship (9:30) and Easter Egg Hunt 

After 

 

Wednesday School 
March 7 – Wednesday School 

March 14 – Wednesday School AND 

First Communion Class 

March 21 – Wednesday School AND 

First Communion Class 

March 28 – NO Wednesday School 

(also, no worship – Holy Week services 

begin with Maundy Thursday 

worship) 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Financial Stewardship News 
 

Lord of Life’s income and expense summary ending January 31, 2018  is as follows: 

 

 January 

2018 

2018 Year  

to Date 

Total 

   

Income $58,205.24 $58,205.24 

Expenses – (No benevolence payment 

made as budget had not been finalized) 

$46,871.64 $46,871.64 

Income over (under) Expenses $11,333.60 $11,333.60 

   

Our projected income ending January 2018 

based on our approved budget.  

 $54,130.33 

Our actual income is over (under) our 

budgeted income by: 

 $4,074.91 

 

 

Our GENERAL ENVELOPE giving is $2,600.66 greater than 2017 with one more week in 

2017. 
 

The Financial Stewardship team would like to introduce a new option to donate to our   

congregation’s ministry, starting in March 2018. A smartphone app called Give+, will allow 

you to easily donate to the church by linking your checking account or credit/debit card to the 

app. The app gives members the option to offset card fees incurred by the church, by 

calculating a nominal increase. Other giving options, include offering envelopes, donations on 

the new Lord of Life website using your credit/debit card, Simply Giving & withdrawals from 

your online bank’s bill pay.  

       

We have been blessed with generous support for God's mission at Lord of Life and look  

forward to continuing and expanding this work throughout 2018.  If you have any questions or  

suggestions please feel free to contact any of the team members. They are Keith Demke, Lee  

 Kaldor, Melody Karlberg, Bob Sprynczynatyk, Charles Lee, Justin Storey and Larry Miller. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LORD OF LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

COUNCIL MINUTES 

February 13, 2018 
 

Call to Order:  President Al Klein called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

Council members present:  President Al Klein, Vice President Jim Gray, Secretary Linda 

Simmons, Craig Nelson – Education, Lyla Hildremyr – Evangelism, Bob Sprynczynatyk – 

Financial Stewardship, Karl Carlson – Property, Crystal Engel – Volunteerism, Dawn Hintz – 

Youth Ministry, Mark Swenson – Worship and Music.  Absent:  Martin Schock – Nominations. 

 

Guests present:  Jeremy Kjos – Youth Ministry, Charles Lee – Financial Stewardship, and Nick 

Kjos. 

 

Staff members present:  Pastor Nadine Lehr, Pastor Beth Walch and Janie Hague. 

 

Devotions: President Al Klein led Devotions. 

Minutes of the January meeting:  Mark Swenson moved to approve the January minutes, Bob 

Sprynczynatyk moved to second the motion.  There was no discussion, motion carried. 

 

Financial Report:  Bob Sprynczynatyk gave the financial report.  He asked that each team 

review their individual reports to make sure they are correct.  He noted our envelope giving is 

$2,600.66 over the same time last year.  Actual income is $4,074.91 over our budgeted amount 

for the year.  In 2016 a check was issued to WELCA for $650.00, and it was deposited into the 

wrong account.  Al Klein approved correcting the error.   

 

Congregation Statistics: 

Comparing Membership 2017 to 2018 

2017 Confirmed 2017 Baptized 2018 Confirmed 2018 Baptized 

778 1094 752 1052 

 

Comparing Worship Attendance 2017 to 2018 

2017 Monthly 

Average/Week 

2017 Year to 

Date 

Average/Week 

2018 Monthly 

Average/Week 

2018 Year to 

Date 

Average/Week 

252 252 299 299 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Team, Pastor and Staff Reports:  Council members were provided with hard copies of team 

reports.  Jim Gray moved to accept the reports.  Seconded by Bob Sprynczynatyk.   Motion 

carried.   

 

 

Team items presented to Council for feedback and/or action: 

 

A. Financial Stewardship Team – Bob Sprynczynatyk reviewed the excess funds that the 

church has. He then made a motion to make a one-time payment of $3,407.00 to the 

synod to bring our benevolence payment to total the same as 2017.  Seconded by 

Dawn Hintz. There was discussion regarding having monies in the account if we have 

unexpected bills.  Pastor Nadine stated there is a cushion of 2 months operating 

expenses plus a cushion amount. Motion passed. Bob made a motion to pay down on 

the mortgage with a one-time payment of $20,000.00.   Karl Carlson seconded the 

motion.  Motion carried. 

 

B. Property Team – There have been contributions coming in specifically for a bell 

tower.  The anniversary committee discussed something special for the anniversary 

and a bell tower was suggested.  To date there is no work in progress towards any 

special project.  Karl Carlson will communicate with the anniversary committee 

regarding this.  Jim Gray discussed the history of property needs that were put on hold 

due to the budget crunch.  

 

C. Volunteerism Team – Crystal Engel alerted the council that the Service Groups are 

finding it harder and harder to find people to volunteer on Sunday morning; making 

coffee, ushering, communion assistants, etc.  Many phone numbers are no longer 

working.  The team is at a loss as to what to do. Janie offered to work on finding 

people. 

 

Pastor Nadine:   

 Spent time with Pastor Walch to provide her with information about various 

ministries, team assignments, office procedures, ideas for adult education, etc.  We 

continue to meet/talk several times every week to go over things and to discuss 

ideas. 

 Helped plan and participated in the 9
th
 Grade Confirmation Retreat 

 Selected a theme/plan for midweek Lenten worship services with Pastor Walch 

 Divided shut-in and nursing home visits with Pastor Walch and made calls on 

several of our members. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Worked with the stewardship team on organizing two upcoming events:  the 

Thrivent Financial luncheon on Feb. 18 and the Parents, Kids and Money Matters 

workshop on March 4. 

 Proposed the use of the Give+ app for use by our members in giving to Lord of 

Life (people can give via their Smartphone by texting a message or registering a 

pre-authorized withdrawal or credit card donation).  We will register Lord of Life 

on the app and provide info to the congregation in March. 

 Started Holy Week planning with the staff; met with Marilyn Kesterke to 

coordinate details for music at the services 

 Finished a proposal for my sabbatical in 2018.  I expect to be gone August 13 – 

November 4 

 

Pastor Beth: 

 Wow! It’s been a whole month already! God is good. I am trying mightily to learn 

people’s names, have visited some of homebound members, members in the 

hospital, have preached and presided at worship, taught confirmation, sat in on 

several committee meetings, attended a three day retreat for first call pastors, met 

other clergy at a local text study, and have enjoyed getting to know and work 

alongside Nadine, Janie, Jessica, Betsy and Doug. There is a steep learning curve 

but I think I am up to the challenge! Thank you to all the love and support that I am 

receiving here at Lord of Life. It is both joy and a privilege to serve God alongside 

you.   

 

Youth Director Janie Hague: 

 Lent dinner planning is well underway; letters and emails went out to all 

confirmation students a few weeks ago.  

 The graduation quilts are done for the seniors, THANK YOU quilters!  

 Thank you for allowing me to be gone for class I was on campus at Luther 

Seminary, and continuing education I was in Houston learning about the youth 

gathering this summer.  

 I have started a Thursday morning from 7-9ish for youth time of donuts, devos, 

and dwelling in the word. So far, we have averaged about 6 youth.  This is in 

addition to the coffee with Janie times.  

Education Team: 

 Church School Update – Whole Family Church 

 Adult Education – Pastor Beth 

 Team Mission - Barbara 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Evangelism & Social Concerns Team: 

 Bills Paid: Poinsettias (Care & Share) $240.17, Angel Tree (Care & Share) 

$120.00 & $100.00, Cheer Basket (Outreach) $64.08, Care Basket (Outreach) 

$139.49, Dex Media $40.00, Jessica Wilkens (Groceries) $66.17, Jessica Wilkens 

(Family Meal) $81.92, Dex Media $40.00 

 Care & Share funds are cash donations to the church. Care & Share are most 

closely aligned to the Evangelism teams purposes therefore, we are assigned 

approval of that billing.  

 ELCA “Gods Work Our Hands” day of service. Do various projects in community. 

Reviewed budget. Discussed cups vs bread to new potential members. Discussed 

moving budget amounts so that we could support “Welcome House”.  

 

Financial Stewardship Team: 

 Reviewed and discussed the February financial reports as presented by our 

accounting firm. 

 Set dates and menus for:  Kids “Money Matters class (February 18) and Thrivent 

Grants & Luncheon (March 4). 

 Discussed and decided to send out contribution statements two times per year (end 

of June & end of year) instead of the 4 times per year to save on expenses. 

 The team will coordinate a calendar for fundraising special offerings. 

 Discussed making a payment to the mortgage principal and paying more to the 

benevolence (to total the same as 2017).  Both one-time payments. 

 The team will coordinate for the whole congregation the “Sweet Deal for CAR” 

fundraiser project campaign during Lent (along with the Sunday school families 

who have already started this project). 

 Discussed the different ways our members can contribute and add the GIVE+ 

Mobile App. 

 

Property Team: 

 Representative Jamie Ressler from Farmers Union Insurance attended the Property 

Team meeting and summarized our current coverage. Current coverage appeared to 

be acceptable for our facility and organization.  Discussed video taping the high 

value items in the church for record keeping purposes as a good idea. 

 The security camera system has been installed and is operational. 

 The card access system has been installed and is operational. 

 The expansion tank has been replaced on the boiler system and the boilers are 

working well. 

 Slide out shelving is being installed in a couple of drawers in the kitchen. 

 The kitchen freezer has been repaired. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 TV and TV cart has been donated and put into use.  Discussed the need for another 

TV and cart for the lower level. 

 

Volunteerism Team:  

 Monthly service groups and leaders – our system is broken, very difficult finding 

people for coffee on Sundays and greeting.  

 Meals on Wheels – still have 18 openings to fill. 

 Food Drive in April for Heaven’s Helpers and Community Options. 

 

Youth Ministry Team: 

 Sermon notes are getting lost, talked about relocating them as children use them 

for coloring paper. Also discussed that we should get an enclosed box so the papers 

don’t fly away.  

 2.) Coffee continues to go well, we also added in another morning to meet with 

youth. Every Thursday Janie will be at Bearscat having donuts, devos, and 

dwelling in the word.  

 3.) Drivers License Blessing set for April 22
nd

 and 25
th
.  

 4.) Graduation Sunday – the quilts are all done – THANK YOU QUILTERS!  We 

are also working on baskets that will would like to include names of churches in 

the town where the youth will be going to college, can opener, flip flops, laundry 

soap.  

 

Old Business: 

President Klein thanked all the council members for attending the Annual 

Meeting and being available to answer any questions brought forth.  The meeting 

went very well.  

 

New Business: 

A.  President Klein explained the need to update the approved signatories on our 

financial accounts.  Vice President Jim Gray made the following motion:  “I 

move that the current signatories on our mortgage agreement and checking 

account at Capital Credit Union be changed to remove Judy Froseth and add Jim 

Gray.  The new signatories will be Al Klein, Jim Gray, Stephanie Thorpe and 

Jessica Axtman.”  Mark Swenson seconded the motion.  Motion carried.   

 

B. Update on Campus Ministry – Vice President Jim Gray updated the council on 

Campus Ministry.  There will be a meeting at Good Shepherd on Saturday, 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 17 at 10:00 a.m.  Jim will be attending.  They are looking for someone 

to take the lead on this campus ministry.   

 

C. Vice President Jim Gray gave a brief description on two books written by Simon 

Sinek, a leadership development trainer and author of “Start with Why” and 

“Find your Why”.   Jim focused on “why” does Lord of Life exist, what is our 

purpose and “why” are we here.  What is unique about Lord of Life?  If we 

disappeared tomorrow, would anyone miss us?  This concept will be discussed 

further at future meetings. 

 

The meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.   

 

Respectfully submitted by Linda Simmons, Secretary. 

 

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE MINUTES ARE NOT APPROVED UNTIL VOTED ON BY 

THE COUNCIL AT THE NEXT MONTH’S MEETING. 

 
  

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March Service Group List 

 

March Leaders: Byron and Justine Bennes (222-8853)      Barb and Ron Koch (202-2700) 

 

Joshua & Rebecca Kern 

Wayne & Beverly Kern 

Marilyn Kesterke 

Lazetta Leer & Jeremy 

Kjos 

Aldeen Klain 

Allan & Shirley Klein 

Larry & Nancy 

Kleingartner 

Mark & Lisa Klipfel 

Larry & Pat Klundt 

Dean & Deb Knudsen 

Ward & Donna Knutson 

Ron & Barb Koch 

Roger & Sandy Kohlman 

Dave & Jan Kolding 

Dale & Bernice Kolrud 

Vic & Peggy Kopp 

Angie Koppang 

Doreen Koppang 

Dave & Margo 

Krabbenhoft 

Keith & Marie Kramer 

Karen Krauth 

Mark & Robin Kress 

Lisa Kringlie 

Merrill & Linda Krueger 

Burnette Kunz 

Scott & Diana Laib 

Brian & Connie Larson 

Gary & Lori Ledahl 

Charles & Lindsey Lee 

Dave & Joan Leer 

Shawn Lehde 

Nadine Lehr 

Ann Leifson 

Chad & Dara Lein 

Lynn & Stacy Lelm 

Myron & Lynelle Lepp 

Becky & John Lippert 

  

Thank you to all those who helped serve in February! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HELP WANTED 

 
 

 

 

We need one person to head the LWR Health Kits project this spring and one person to head the 

LWR Baby Layettes project in early fall.  

 

Information will be happily provided relating to what this involves. Please call Helen at        

223-6286 or the church office. Thanks. 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lord of Life 50
th

 Anniversary Celebration 

May 6, 2018 
 

Put a note on your fridge, calendar or bulletin board that we will be 

celebrating the 50th anniversary of Lord of Life on Sunday May 6.  

This will be a joyous time for old and new members.  We are 

planning one combined service on May 6 beginning at 9:20 AM 

with a praise band.  There will be remembrances from David Leer, 

one of the remaining charter members, and a pictorial power point 

bringing some of the old pictures to life.  Many former pastors plan 

to attend and participate in the service.  They include Pastors 

Franko, Ahlness and Giese.  Other pastors who got their start at 

Lord of Life and have committed to attend are Pastors Karen 

Nelson, Cole Bentley, Phillip Leer, and Sharon Korsmo.  Of 

course, Pastors Nadine and Beth will be present as well.  The 

service will be filled with music and will include the traditional 

Hallelujah chorus with existing and former choir members 

participating.  We will have a catered noon meal available for 

everyone attending.  This will be a time for visiting and 

reacquainting.  It is a celebration you will not want to miss! 

 

50th Anniversary Planning Committee 

Barb Koch, Larry Kleingartner, Bud Reiner, and Martin Schock 



 

March Volunteers (Sundays) 

 
 

March 4 March 11 March 18 March 25 (Palm 
Sunday) 

Assisting Ministers 
 8:30 am 
 
 11:00 am 

 
Mike Riepl 
 
Roxanne Gardner 

 
Linda Simmons 
 
Sheryl Hardy 

 
Steve Andrist 
 
Jim Quarnstrom 

 
 
(9:30) NONE NEEDED 

Communion 
Assistants 
 8:30 am 
 
11:00 am 

 
 
HELP NEEDED  
 
HELP NEEDED 

 
 
Keith & Mary Jane Sailer 
 
Steve & Sherrie Muse 

 
 
Dillon Lein 
 
Perry & Sheryl Hardy 

 
 
(9:30) NONE NEEDED 

Ushers 
 
8:30 am 
 
11:00 am 

 
 
HELP NEEDED  
 
Perry & Sheryl Hardy 

 
 
Dan & Barb Wrolstad 
 
HELP NEEDED 

 
 
HELP NEEDED 
 
Dillon Lein 

 
 
(9:30) Kyle Laib 

Organists 
 8:30 am 
  
11:00 am 

 
 
Marilyn Kesterke 

 
 
Nick Hornbacher 
 

 
 
Blended 

 
 
(9:30) Cantata  

Acolytes 
 8:30 am 
  
11:00 am 

 
Emily Wahl 
 
Brett Whitney 

 
Karter Francis 
 
Norah Baerlocher 

 
Taryn Nelson 
 
Madison Lein 

 
 
(9:30) Cami Laib 
 

March Volunteers 
(Wednesdays) 

    

 
 

March 7 
6:15 pm 

March 14 
6:15 pm 

March 21 
6:15 pm 

March 29 
6:15 pm 

March 30 (Good 
Friday) 
7:00 pm 

Acolytes Aiden Hoff Ava Vetter HELP NEEDED NONE NEEDED NONE NEEDED 

Pianist/Organist 
Songleaders 

Marilyn Kesterke 
Kevin & Renee Connell 

Marilyn Kesterke 
Kevin & Renee Connell 

Marilyn Kesterke 
Kevin & Renee Connell 

TBD Marilyn Kesterke 



 

March 2018 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
    1 

3:00 pm: Executive 
Team Mtg 

2 3 
8:30 am: Men’s Bible 
Study 

4 
8:30 am: Worship 
9:45 am: Sunday School 
9:45 am: Choir Rehearsal 
9:45 am: Adult Ed 
11:00 am: Worship 
 

5 
3:30 pm: Cozy Comfort 
5:30 pm: Property 
Team Mtg 
6:30 pm: Piecemakers 

6 
9:00 am: Staff Mtg 
9:30 am: Piecemakers 
5:00 pm: Evangelism Team Mtg 
5:30 pm: Worship Team Mtg 
5:30 pm: Newcomer’s Club 
6:30 pm: Volunteerism Team 
Mtg 
7:00 pm: Youth Team Mtg 
7:00 pm: Boy Scouts 
7:30 pm: Education Team Mtg 

7 
4:45 pm: Lenten Dinner 
6:15 pm: Worship 
7:00 pm: Church School 
7:00 pm: Confirmation 
Large Group 

8 
6:00 pm: Stewardship 
Team Mtg 

9 
 

10 
8:30 am: Men’s Bible 
Study 
6:00 pm: Caramel 
Roll prep 
 

11 
Caramel Roll Youth 
Fundraiser 
8:30 am: Worship 
9:45 am: Choir Rehearsal 
11:00 am: Worship 

12 
 

13 
9:00 am: Staff Mtg 
9:30 am: Women’s  Bible Study 
7:00 pm: Council Mtg 
7:00 pm: Boyscouts 

14 
4:45 pm: Lenten Dinner 
6:15 pm: Worship 
7:00 pm: Church School 
7:00 pm: Confirmation 
Small Group 
7:00 pm: Communion 
Class 

15 
7:00 pm: Choir 
Rehearsal 

16 
 

17 
8:30 am: Men’s Bible 
Study 
 

18 
8:30 am: Worship 
9:45 am: Sunday School 
9:45 am: Choir Rehearsal 
11:00 am: Worship 

19 
6:30 pm: Piecemakers 

20 
Newsletter Deadline 
9:00 am: Staff Mtg 
9:30 am: Piecemakers 
6:00 pm: Boyscouts 

21 
4:45 pm: Lenten Dinner 
6:15 pm: Worship 
7:00 pm: Church School 
7:00 pm: Confirmation 
Large Group 
7:00 pm: Communion 
Class 

22 
7:00 pm: Choir 
Rehearsal 

23 
 

24 
8:30 am: Men’s Bible 
Study 
8:00 am: Choir 
Rehearsal 

25     Palm Sunday 
Palm Sunday Breakfast 
9:30 am: Worship 
9:45 am: Sunday School – 
Parade of Palms 
 
 

26 
 

27 
9:00 am: Staff Mtg 
7:00 pm: Boy Scouts 

28 
No Worship 
No Church School 
No Confirmation 

29 
6:15 pm: Maundy 
Thursday, Celebration 
of First Communion   

30 
7:00 pm: 
Good Friday 
Worship 
Service 

31 
8:30 am: Men’s Bible 
Study 
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Know Christ, 

Grow in Christ, and 

Go as Christ to the World. 
 

 

  

We’re on the Web! 

www.lordoflifebismarck.org 

And on Facebook! 

mailto:lordoflife@midconentwork.com
http://www.lordoflifebismarck.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Lord-of-Life-Lutheran-Church/477392158939067

