
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

We love, serve, and welcome all so 

each person knows God’s grace in 

Christ. 

 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Sunday: 8:30 am & 11:00 am 

Wednesday: 6:15 pm  

 

LORD OF LIFE CLERGY:  

Pastor Nadine Lehr 

(Mondays off)   

 

Pastor Beth Walch 

(Fridays off) 

 

STAFF: 

Youth & Family Director 

  -Vacant 

Children’s & Family Ministry 

Coordinator 

   - Betsy Debertin 

Music Ministry Coordinator 

   - Marilyn Kesterke 

Office Manager 

   - Jessica Axtman 

Office Assistant  

   - Linda Simmons 

Facility Manager 

   - Doug Sprynczynatyk 

AV/Social Media Coordinator 

   -Reid Halvorson 

 

LORD OF LIFE OFFICE 

HOURS 

Monday–Thursday: 8:00am–4:00pm 

Friday: 8:00am-3:00pm 

Office Closed daily from  

11:00 am– 12:00 pm for lunch 

 

LOL WEBSITE & E-MAIL 

www.lordoflifebismarck.org 

lordoflife@midconetwork.com 

 

Voicemail is available evenings and 

weekends when office is not 

staffed.  
 

   Lord of Life Lutheran Church           

       1143 N. 26
th
 Street, Bismarck, ND 58501   

        Phone (701)223-2986    Fax (701)223-2987                                                

     www.lordoflifebismarck.org 

 

                      

                                
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Camp of the Cross Ministries 

Information about Camp of the Cross can be found at:     

www.campofthecross.com    

November 2018 

Upcoming Events in November 
- November 4th & 7th – All Saint’s Remembrance 

Service  
- November 6th  – Election Day 
- November 15th & 17th – Lefse Days  
- November 18th  & 28 – Third Grade Bible 

Distribution  
- November 21st – Thanksgiving Eve Service 
- November 22nd – Happy Thanksgiving! Office 

Closed 
- November 23rd – Office Closed 

 
 

 

http://www.lordoflifebismarck.org/
http://www.lordoflifebismarck.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I heard recently and I am paraphrasing, “What if you had today only the things 

you were grateful for yesterday?” It made me pause, was I grateful to God for 

all of God’s blessings to me? Even just a little grateful? Did I say a prayer of 

thanksgiving? Did I even mutter a prayer or whisper a “wow that change in 

weather was nice, thanks God.” I am not sure, but I sure hope so.  

 

November is of course the traditional month of Gratitude. The month set aside 

for giving thanks for all the bounty of God’s glory. Gathering with family, 

setting aside time and resources to share with others and let them know we 

care. Stock up the shelves of the neighborhood food pantries, give just a little 

more to local charities, eat a big meal or two with our loved ones on 

Thanksgiving day, watch some football to celebrate our American heritage and 

then go out and shop, shop, shop to the glory of God for all that we don’t yet 

have… 

 

Wait…maybe that’s not how it’s supposed to go! Maybe we are supposed to 

give thanks for what we already have and stop right there. In perhaps the 

earliest writing of the New Testament and the first writing by the Apostle Paul,  

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 says, “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give 

thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” 

It says nothing about getting, just about thanking.  

 

This is not always easy for sure. There are times when we don’t feel thankful 

and that’s the time to dig deep and find just one thing for which to give thanks 

to God! I was told once that if I struggle to find something to start with the fact 

that I am currently not on fire, and move up from there. It has always worked 

for me. The next thing I say thanks for is that I have another day to be awake 

and alive to serve God and to serve others. Then I usually thank God for God’s 

love, that’s a big one in my life. God loves me and God loves you.  For that I 

am very, very grateful.  

 

Peace be with you.  

Pastor Beth 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bible Study Opportunities 
(Guests and new members always welcome!) 

 

MEN'S SATURDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY meets every Saturday at 

8:30 am in the St. Alexius cafeteria. Spend some peaceful time with us and 

enjoy fellowship, food, daily events, and more. For more info contact Dave 

Kolding (400-8098), Ken Snyder (258-1901) or Mike Beck (391-4384).  

  

WOMEN'S TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY will meet at 9:30 am on 

November 13
th

 in Classroom 3 at the south end of the church. The study is the third 

in the series, "Turn, Turn, Turn" focusing on turning as the church to the world. 

Thanks to Coralyn and Mavis for the treats in October, and Mavis will serve again in 

November. 

 Piecemakers 

The 66 quilts that were created in Sept. and Oct. have all been packed and 

shipped to the LWR warehouse in St. Paul from where they will be sent to 

wherever the need is determined to be the greatest. The other quilts were distributed locally as 

follows: 18 to Ministry on the Margins; 18 to Carrie's Kids; 6 to Mandan Prospera Hospital, 1 

for the Gala Event, 16 to 1
st
 Choice and 3 were sold.  

The storage areas are all empty now, so it's time to start over. Quilting days are Nov. 5 and 6 

(but be sure to vote before or after quilting!)  Also quilting will be on Nov. 19 and 20th.  There 

will be no quilting in December, unless the group decides to work on the 3rd and 4th. (More 

information in the next newsletter.) 

 

 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF  
  

In September, we were able to put together 67 baby care kits. We ran out of baby receiving 

blankets or we could have done more. Thank you to the ladies who took time to help assemble 

these layettes and those of you who donated baby items. The items included in the baby care 

kits provide the basics a family living in poverty needs to keep their baby healthy, clean and 

comfortable. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VOLUNTEER NEEDED FOR HEALTH KITS! 

We are looking for someone to volunteer to head up the Health Kit Ministry. This is a short 

term annual event and runs only three months per year from about the middle of February to the 

middle of May. It involves a display in the narthex and notices in bulletins and newsletters for 

March, April, and May to collect the items (1 bath towel, I comb, I toothbrush, 1 nail clipper, 

and 2 bars of soap per kit.) Please let the office know if you are willing or call Helen at 223-

6286.  Help and guidance is available. 

 

 

 

Lefse Days 

November 15
th

 & 17
th

 

 
Are you a master lefse roller or don't know a griddle from a rolling pin? Either 

way, join the lefse makers on Nov. 15 and Nov. 17 to roll lefse! Enjoy the 

fellowship and learn from the experts. We also have "non-cooking" jobs. This is a 

project for all ages. Supper and lunch will be provided by a Thrivent Action 

grant. Recipes and sign up info are at the information center. 

 

 

 

BOOK CLUB 

 
Hello, fellow readers, you are all invited to join us for lively conversation on any or all of the 

following dates and books – no prior “book club” experience is necessary! Please watch the 

bulletin for information on acquiring each read, as some can be checked out from the church 

office while others might be available for purchase at a lower cost than retailers offer. In 

addition, we are always looking for more book suggestions, so if you’d like to discuss an old 

favorite or a new find, please let us know so we can work it into our schedule. Thanks, and 

happy reading!  

 

November 14, 4:45-5:30 – Into the Wild by Jon Krakauer 

December – no meeting due to Advent 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Outstanding Senior Citizen 
 

Congratulations to Barbara Koch for being one out of nine nominations for the first annual 

Missouri Slope Lutheran Care Center Outstanding Senior Citizen!  Your hard work, dedication 

and unselfish ways have not gone unnoticed!  We are proud you are a part of our family!! 

 

 

Cozy Comfort 

The Cozy Comfort group meets on the first Monday of the month at 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. through 

fall, winter and mid spring.  The dates for our upcoming meetings are as follows: November 5, 

December 3, January 7, February 4, March 4 and April 1 in the church library. Please mark your 

calendars and come and join us—we are always open to new friends!  Cozy Comfort is a 

positive group who knits or crochets prayer shawls.  We welcome any one who is interested and 

have varying degrees of experience ourselves.  If you are interested, but don’t know how to knit 

or crochet, we would be happy to help you get started.  If you can’t make the meetings but want 

to knit or crochet prayer shawls on your own, that will work too.  If you have questions about 

joining the group or about the Cozy Comfort ministry, please contact Deb Knudsen at 701-220-

8688. If you know of someone who could use a prayer shawl, please contact one of the pastors 

through the church office or Coralyn Hoovestol at 255-1401.  There is no charge for the shawls 

and a person does not have to belong to Lord of Life to receive a shawl. 

 

Missouri Slope Lutheran Care Center’s M-Club 

Announces September 2018 Project Funding 

 
The Missouri Slope Lutheran Care Center (MSLCC) M-Club has awarded more than $20,000 to 

enhancement projects at the facility. Lord of Life is one of the eight sponsoring congregations 

of Missouri Slope and the associated Valley View Heights Assisted Living Center. The M-Club 

funds will help bring fresh flowers for resident dining rooms, new exercise equipment for 

Valley View Heights, a pressure mapping system for the nursing department, Christmas gifts 

for the tenants at VVH, and planters for the activities department. The total amount funded was 

$20,226.  The M-Club was organized in 1968 to assist MSLCC in attaining its mission. Funds 

contributed to the M-Club are for equipment or projects which enhance the lives of our resident 

and tenants, but go beyond the scope of the normal funding budget. Joining the M-Club is easy! 

For more information, contact our Foundation Director, Jessica Gilbertson at 701-221-9349 or 

jessica.gilbertson@mslcc.com. Thank you to our generous congregations and donors for 

making the work of the M-Club possible!  

mailto:jessica.gilbertson@mslcc.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YOUNG-AT-HEARTS 

 
YAHS is up and running and we are pleased to have people coming to enjoy food, fun and 

fellowship.  The next gathering will be November 20 (PLEASE note this is the THIRD 

Tuesday, not the usual FOURTH).   We will have lunch and then a vocal program by local 

singers who also sing at the Elks.  They have a wide range of songs and you are bound to enjoy 

them.   This will be from 11:30 to 1:00 (with option to stay for more music until 1:30).  Lunch 

will be a POTLUCK and please remember you don't have to make something homemade if you 

would rather purchase something instead.  We will not be meeting in busy December. 

 

The survey results from the first meeting in October showed that people want YAHS to 

continue, keep the name, time and date.  Meal choices were as follows:  Pot luck (23), Eat out 

(21), Cater in (20) and Brown bag (15).  Program choices were:  Speakers (19), Board games 

(17), Entertainment (music etc.) (16), Field trips (12) and Movies at church (10).  Feel free to 

share your ideas at any time. We hope to see you on November 20th and we will resume in 

January.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November Food Drive 
 

Lord of Life will be collecting non-perishable food and other items for the Emergency 

Food Pantry in November.  Paper bags with the list of needed items on them will be available 

outside the sanctuary.  We will collect through November 18
th

 and then deliver the goods to the 

Food Pantry.   We did such a good job last year, let’s do even better in this one!  Thank you!! 

Volunteers for Lunch At First Lutheran Church 

 
Pastor Beth is looking for some volunteers to help serve a free lunch 

to the high school kids on November 29
th
 at First Lutheran Church in 

Bismarck. Lunch at First takes place on Thursday’s at 11:00 am 

during the school year. Please contact Pastor Beth for more 

information.  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Directory 
 

Lord of Life's next directory will be in 2019.  We are going to try something new this time!  We 

will not be going through a licensed photography studio for our pictures.  This is what we are 

going to do:  Each family take a family photo between now and March, get an extra copy or 

email the picture to the church office at lordoflife@midconetwork.com .  Include each persons 

name in the order they are in the picture, along with your phone number and address.  If you 

have a professional picture taken, just get a release for us to use it in the directory.  If you are 

unable to get a picture of yourself or your family, just let Jessica know in the office and we will 

have scheduled days to take them at the church.  Families get together this time of year, take a 

photo and turn it in!  We are hoping this is easier than scheduling people to come to the 

church.  Also, if you are involved in church activities, take pictures there too and send them in 

to the office.  Thank you!  We would love to see everyones smiling faces in our next directory!! 
 

 

 

Mark Your Calendars for Advent! 
 

Be ready to kick off Advent!  On December 2, after the 11:00 am service in the Fellowship 

Hall, will be a lunch and crafts for the whole family!  We will be making cards, ornaments, 

cookies, and more!  You may either keep them or share with our shut-ins!  Good Fellowship 

and Good Fun for everyone! 

 

 

Do you enjoy coffee? 
 

There is a sign-up sheet in the kitchen to serve coffee each Sunday in December.  If you are 

able to make coffee and hand out goodies, please sign up!   If you have any questions, call 

Crystal Engel at 701-741-7346.  Thank you! 

 

 

Lutheran Campus Ministry 

 
Lord of Life is a supporting congregation of Lutheran Campus Ministry of Bismarck which is a 

ministry of the Western ND Synod of the ELCA serving college and university students on 

Bismarck Campuses. This ministry supports students in their faith journey from a Lutheran 

Christian faith tradition. Please check out the Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/LCMBismarck.  

mailto:lordoflife@midconetwork.com
https://www.facebook.com/LCMBismarck


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Book Club 
November 14 at 4:45 pm. 

 

Fall Adult Education Opportunities 

Sunday Mornings 9:45 -10:45 

 

Pastor Beth attended the first 

Addiction and Faith Conference in 

Bloomington, MN as her continuing 

education this year. It was a gathering 

of over 200 people, both lay and 

clergy, learning about how churches 

can be places of love, forgiveness, 

welcome and healing.  She found it 

fascinating and enlightening and 

would like to spend some time sharing 

what she learned and begin talking 

about Addiction & Faith and how 

those two topics intersect. We have a 

growing crisis in our country and this 

disease (not moral failing) must come 

out of the shadows and the shame and 

guilt associated with it has to be 

eliminated in order to save precious 

lives. Let’s gather together and have 

some candid conversations.  

November 4
th

: What is Addiction and 

what does Faith have to do with 

Recovery?  

November 11
th

: How can our church 

become a Recovery Minded Church?  

November 18
th

: Pastor Beth is on 

Vacation – No adult Class or Special 

Guest speaker TBD 

November 25
th

: TBD 

 

BRUNCH WITH BETH! 

We meet at church on Thursday mornings 

twice a month at 9:30 am. Bring something to 

share and we will enjoy breakfast and 

conversation. I will have a basket, filled with a 

variety of Bible or current event topics for us 

to discuss and see where this takes us. Bring 

along a Bible if you wish (and kids if you have 

them).  

 

We will meet on the 1
st
 and 3

rd
 Thursdays of 

the Month.  

Are you a Parent of a Tween or Teen 

(POTT)? Grab a cup of coffee and 

find the table in the fellowship hall 

marked POTTS. Weekly Pastor Beth 

will put out a current event or 

discussion topic for you or just show 

up and support one another!  

SECOND TUESDAY OF THE MONTH AT 9:30 

AM IN THE CLASSROOM NEAR THE “OLD” 

KITCHEN.   

Women’s Bible Study 

Men’s Saturday Bible Study 

SATURDAY MORNINGS AT 8:30 AM AT THE 

ST. ALEXIUS CAFETERIA   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 From the Team of Nominations and Placement 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

  

Paul writes “Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, 

whom you have received from God?  You are not your own.”  1 Corinthians 6:19.  And, Martin 

Luther wrote “If someone feels a love for God’s Word and gladly hears, speaks, thinks, teaches, 

and writes about Christ, you should know that this comes, not from a person’s will or reason, 

but from the Holy Spirit.  It’s impossible for this to happen without the Holy Spirit.” 

  

Your Nominations and Placement Team is presently looking to fill seven council vacancies that 

will occur in 2019.   Specifically, we will be seeking from amongst our roles persons willing to 

serve in the following capacities: 

 

 Executive Team Secretary  

 Chair, Worship & Music Team  

 Chair, Financial Stewardship Team  

 Chair, Property and Maintenance Team 

 Council Liaison, Youth and Family Team  

 Council Liaison, Financial Stewardship Team 

 Elected Member, Nominations and Placement Team  

 

No experience is necessary, only the willingness to serve. 

  

Team chairs establish the team agendas and run the team meetings, but do not attend council 

meetings.  Council liaisons are team members that carry team business to the council as a 

whole, and are voting council members.  The council meets monthly on the evening of the 

second Tuesday.  Teams usually meet monthly, but times vary from team-to-team.   

  

Please review the list of skills that follows, to get an idea where you can help further our 

mission. If you have questions, please ask any of the team members below, Pastor Nadine, or 

Pastor Beth. 

 

Peace, 

Bruce Boe - Chair, Nominations & Placement   

Martin Schock – Team Liaison 

Cory Wrolstad 

Collette Carlson-Pusc 

Jody Froseth 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth News from Pastor Beth 
 

 

There are lots of plans under way for kids 

at Lord of Life! Parents are planning 

events for Junior Youth Group (Grades 7-9) 

and our High School kids are off to a great 

start as well. Watch the bulletin and our 

Remind App for up to date information as 

activities are planned.  

~Pastor Beth and Youth and Family team.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coffee with Beth 

 
We are still meeting for coffee most Tuesday 

mornings at 6:45 am at the Starbucks on State 

Street. Come and join us whenever you are able. 

We have a short devotional and just check in on 

life. 9-12th graders are welcome! Bring your 

friends!  

 

Sky Ranch Lutheran Camp Trip Summer 2018 

Information session December 2
nd

 at 12:00 pm.  

Pastor Beth is planning a trip to this great camp in the Rocky Mountains outside of Fort 

Collins, CO in July 2019. This Leave-a-Trace program is a mission/service trip that 

combines service with fun and adventure at a beautiful ELCA outdoor ministry camp. 

www.skyranchcolorado.org  

Lunch at First nearly every Thursday when school is in 

session. If you are a student at BHS and want to have a free 

lunch once a week, go over to First Lutheran during your 

lunch hour and enjoy “Lunch at First”. Bring a friend, it’s a 

great way to share your faith with someone and let them know 

that churches are just nice places to hang out and eat together.  

Fall Happenings 
 

11/1 Lunch at First 

11/8 Lunch at First 

11/15 Lunch at First 

11/21 No Confirmation Class - Happy 

Thanksgiving!  

11/29 LOL HOSTS Lunch at First!  

12/2 Advent Fair & Fair Trade Fundraiser 

12/2 Information Session HS Sky Ranch trip 12 

noon 

December … A LIVE 

NATIVITY….OUTSIDE…WE NEED YOU!  

 

 
 

http://www.skyranchcolorado.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Financial Stewardship News 
 

Lord of Life’s income and expense summary ending September, 2018 is as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  September 2018 YEAR TO 

  2018 DATE TOTALS 

      

      

INCOME  $42,418.12  $423,113.78 

      

      

EXPENSES   $55,020.34  $450,556.75 

      

      

INCOME OVER(UNDER) EXPENSES         $(12,602.22) $(27,442.97) 

      

      

Our projected INCOME ending September 2018 based    $487,173.00  

on our approved budget.     

($649,564./12 x 9 months)      

      

      

Our actual income is over(under) our  BUDGETED    $(64,059.22) 

 income by     

   Our GENERAL ENVELOPE giving is $4,940.08 ahead than 2017. 

  

Please consider automatic giving options such as Simply Giving or using your bank's online 

bill pay features to set up recurring offerings.  Using your credit card is another method.  

Yet the newest method of is The Give+ App for your cellphone with instructions available 

in the narthex of the church. Simply Giving is an excellent way members can help assure that 

our giving is more equally distributed throughout the year.  If you'd like to sign up for this 

feature go to our web site www.lordoflifebismarck.org and click on "online donations" or visit 

you banks online application. 

  

We have been blessed with generous support for God’s mission at Lord of Life Church, and look 

forward to continuing and expanding this work throughout 2018. If you have any questions, or 

suggestions, please feel free to contact any of the team members. Financial Stewardship team 

members are Keith Demke, Lee Kaldor, Melody Karlberg, Bob Sprynczynatyk, and Justin 

Storey. 
      

   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LORD OF LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

COUNCIL MINUTES 

October , 2018 

 

Call to Order:  President Al Klein called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Council members present:  President Al Klein, Vice President Jim Gray, Secretary Linda 

Simmons, Dennis Steele – Evangelism, Karl Carlson – Property, Bob Sprynczynatyk – 

Financial Stewardship, Craig Nelson – Education, Crystal Engel – Volunteerism, Martin 

Schock – Nominations, Dawn Hintz – Youth Team 

 

Absent:  Mark Swenson – Worship and Music 

 

Guests:  None 

 

Staff members present:  Pastor Beth Walch 

 

Devotions: Led by Martin Schock 

Minutes of the September meeting: Bob Sprynczynatyk moved to approve the September 

minutes; Dennis Steele moved to second the motion.  There was no discussion, motion carried.   

 

Financial Report: Bob Sprynczynatyk presented a financial report. September income was 

$42,418. 12 compared to $55,020.34 in expenses, resulting in a yearly income deficit of 

$27,442.97.  In 2017 our income was over our expenses $34,756.  Most of the difference from 

2017 can be seen in one line item, that being our Ordained Staff having spent $56,735.00 more 

this year.  Projected income at the end of September based on our approved budget is 

$487,173.00, meaning our income is $64,059.22 less than budgeted income.  However, our 

general envelope giving is $4,940.08 ahead of where it was at this time in 2017.   

 

Congregation Statistics: 

Comparing Membership 2017 to 2018 

2017 Confirmed 2017 Baptized 2018 Confirmed 2018 Baptized 

781 1103 753 1073 
 

Comparing Worship Attendance 2017 to 2018 

2017 Monthly 
Average/Week 

2017 Year to 
Date 

Average/Week 

2018 Monthly 
Average/Week 

2018 Year to 
Date 

Average/Week 
315 286 264 285 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Team, Pastor and Staff Reports:  Council members were provided with hard copies of team 

reports.  Crystal Engel moved to accept the reports, seconded by Dennis Steele.   Motion 

carried.   

 

Pastor Beth: 

 I visited those living in MSLCC, and made several home visits.  
 I saw several members in the hospital, before and after surgery, as well as 

ministering to those who have had pneumonia.   
 Baptized two children. 
 Preached three weeks.  
 Attend weekly text study with local pastors.  
 Began the confirmation program and taught large group.  
 Began and facilitated Adult class on Sunday Morning, using Seeing Grey in a 

Black and White World.  
 Hosted Brunch with Beth twice in September on the first and third Thursday 

mornings. This is catching on and is well received.  
 Met with committees, as I was available.  
 I attended the Addiction and Faith Conference in Bloomington, MN September 

28-Oct. 1. Stay tuned for more information about how we as congregation can 
become more supportive to those suffering from addiction and in recovery 
and their families. This is a disease shrouded in shame and isolates the 
suffering and their families. One speaker said that his dream is that addiction 
becomes a “casserole disease”, one where when someone is suffering their 
family is supported the same way someone afflicted with cancer or heart 
disease might get support, love and comfort like a casserole instead of 
isolation and weird looks and gossip.  

Education Team: 

 Budget was discussed and submitted to Jim Gray 
 Youth led worship will no longer be done.  Youth will participate in other 

areas of service – ushering, singing, video assistance, etc. 
 Focused on the Connect curriculum (5th and 6th grade) – the team will 

continue to develop and refine our goal of preparing 5th and 6th graders for 
transition to confirmation 

Evangelism & Social Concerns Team: 

 Approved bills for the following: Homeless meal expense ($215.78), Lutheran 

Social Service ($800.00), Camp of the Cross Dining Hall Project ($1400.00) 

 Discussed hospitality bag for visitors. Confirmation class will create bags.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Discussed Rally Day. We will pick up and prepare pulled pork, hot dogs, and 

salad. 

 Crop Walk sign up will start after Rally Day. It will continue for 5 weeks.  

 Discussed Volunteerism and Evangelism duties. Will consider joining as one team 

since duties are similar. 

Financial Stewardship Team:   

 Reviewed the Financial Stewardship Campaign which is under way:  outgoing 
letters, temple talks, Consecration Sunday and follow-up postcard 

 Reviewed and did our 2019 Team Budget 
 Discussed the fundraising forms and follow-up process 
 The team would like to try to recruit some additional members 

Nominations & Placement Team: 

 Contacted persons whose elected term expire this year and inquired as to 
whether they would accept nomination to another term 

 Contacted teams to ascertain whether any members would accept a 
nomination as team liaison or chair 

 Updated a list of ministry service opportunities; published this list in the 
October newsletter along with a short message 

 Began reviewing a current list of congregational members to determine which 
among them to contact for nomination to vacancies on the council or team 
chairs 

Property Team: 

 Waterproofing work on the lower level foundation wall will take place once 
the new window wells have been delivered.  Contractor is anticipating the 
work will take place the first or second week of October. 

 The hinges on the front doors have corroded and are beginning to fail.  Doug 
will proceed in getting them replaced. 

 Incident Report Forms have been obtained for use should anyone have an 
incident/accident on the church grounds.  These Incident Report Forms will 
be available at the front desk and should be filled out by anyone who is 
injured on site.  All members of the congregation should be made aware of the 
form and encourage to use the form when needed. 

 City of Bismarck clean up week was last week and Doug was able to get rid of 
many items that were taking up space. 

 The need for an additional support rail in the men’s restroom was discussed 
and efforts are under way to get this installed. 

 Discussed the extra effort that Doug puts in during Election Day involving 
moving furnishings for the voting equipment and then moving furnishings 
back in place after Election Day.  It was suggest looking into the agreement 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

that the church has with the Election Day voting organization to see if they 
should be assisting with the work required to make the space workable for 
the voting equipment and staff. 

 Discussed the individual Property Team budget line items and made 
suggestions as to the 2019 budget figures. 

 Discussed Property Team improvement projects for the next few years and 
prioritized them in order of importance.  These budget items will be 
presented with the 2019 Property Team budget submittal. 

 Doug Sorge, owner of Cooling and Heating Unlimited, and member of Lord of 
Life finished the replacement of the boilers and provided a large discount on 
the overall cost.  It was suggest that a special thank you be printed in an 
upcoming bulletin. 

 A dedicated donation toward a new garage was noted.  It was discussed that 
the Property Team starts to gather required information for a new garage and 
in the process, look at construction options and obtain budget costs.  Team is 
considering 2020 as a possible time frame for this project. 

 Dallas Anderson has agreed to become a member of the Property Team.  
Dallas’s participation on the Property Team is greatly appreciated and he will 
be a great addition to the team. 

Volunteerism Team:  

 Budget  

 Quart jars for visitors – possibly shut ins 

 Movie night 
Worship and Music Team:  No Report 

Youth Ministry: 

  Preparing for upcoming confirmation banquet on October 14
th

, - looking for more 

volunteers. 

 Worked on 2019 Budget and changed name from Youth team to Youth and Family 

Team 

 Discussed Lunch at First – Pastor Beth has 2 meals this year and then we are going 

to drop in 2019 due to volunteers and staffing. Will look at it again when we hire a 

youth minister.  

 Looking at activities for senior high kids – and budgeting for them 

 

Old Business: 

A.  Education Team  
 Does the work that Stephanie Swenson does with our 0-year olds satisfy 

the Baby Ministry portion of the Here I Am booklet?  She has been doing 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

this great work, but we are not sure if it falls under a team or not?  It is 
under the Education team.  She does take them a meal when a child is born. 

B. Youth Team 
 Moving responsibility to education team for confirmation banquet for 2019 

– Jim made the motion to have a line item under Education and if 
volunteers are needed it should fall under Volunteerism.  Martin second.  
Motion carried. 

C. Worship and Music Team  
 Could we pay a staff person a few extra hours a month to manage online 

signup for vacancies especially communion assistants.  We have Reid in 
mind.  We are looking for feedback. (Carried over until November) 

 

 

New Business: 

 Team Issues 
 Education 

 Janie changed AED battery out.  Is this something Doug can do? He will 
be asked.  We will also look into having training for the AED. 

 Property 
 Extra cameras for monitoring – is this something we want to pursue as 

it is not in the budget for 2019.  A suggestion was made to post signs in 
the driveways that the property is under surveillance. 

 Nominations 
 Records show financial stewardship liaison and chair have concurrent 

3-year terms.  They can be staggered to correct this. 
 Insurance issues-van drivers 

 There is no umbrella policy for staff driving personal vehicles for church 
business.  We do have a policy on the van and if staff were using the van 
they would be covered.  Doug and Pastor Beth are the approved drivers of 
the van. 

 Campus Ministry Update 
 Jim reported on who is part of the conversations and support of the 

ministry.  A board of directors has been formed and they are registered 
with the Secretary of State.  Clubs are being organized at U of Mary and 
BSC. 

 Budget worksheets 
 Most have been turned in. 

 Approve list of names for Affirmation of Baptism 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Motion made by Crystal Engel and seconded by Dawn Hintz to approve the 
list of names.  Motion carried. 

 Constitution and By–Laws Approval 
 Changes that were suggested at the September council meeting were 

reviewed.  Motion made by Karl Carlson, seconded by Craig Nelson to 
accept the changes.  One dissenting vote, motion carried.  Karl Carlson 
moved to review the changes at the annual meeting, seconded by Dawn 
Hintz.  Motion carried.  Al Klein, Karl Carlson, Martin Schock and Pastor 
Beth will come up with a plan to educate the congregation. 

 Youth on a trip (Pastor Beth) 
 Beth would like to the high school kids to the Sky Ranch Lutheran Camp 

outside of Fort Collins, Colorado, next summer.  It is a 5-day camp with a 
cost of  $500 that includes activities.  Additional cost would be renting 
another vehicle if the group were too big to take just the van.   

 

The meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Linda Simmons, Secretary. 

 

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE MINUTES ARE NOT APPROVED UNTIL VOTED ON BY 

THE COUNCIL AT THE NEXT MONTH’S MEETING. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Constitution of Lord of Life 
 

Your church council has been hard at work revising the Constitution of Lord of Life in order to 

bring it into compliance with the Constitution of the ELCA and the Western North Dakota 

Synod. During this process we also took time to update our bylaws and sections of the 

constitution that directly affect Lord of Life.  

 

We will be presenting these changes over the next couple of months leading up to the annual 

meeting in January 2019. All changes require two votes at two subsequent annual meetings, so 

January 2019 and January 2020 before any changes become effective.  

Below are just a few of the highlights of the proposed changes:  

 

 Required by ELCA/WND Synod 

o Call process of Deacons 

o Process of Leaving the Synod 

o Discipline of a member if necessary 

 Change of name of one team 

o Youth to Youth and Family 

 Combining two teams into one with a new name 

o Evangelism and Volunteerism become Congregational Care and Outreach 

 Changing required number of people voting from 100 persons to 10% of the current 

voting membership 

 Making language gender neutral (ie: Clergyman becomes cleric)  

 Continuing to have 8 council members while only having 7 working teams 

 Streamlining duties of teams  

Watch for announcements about times and places where the Council Members will discuss 

these changes and answer questions about why and how these minor changes are being made.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Saints Sunday 

 
On November 4, 2018, we will remember those loved ones who passed away in the 

last year. We pray that their faith will be an example to us and we look forward to 

that day when God will bring us together again. 

 
Bob Stefonowicz   Quinn Bartholomew  Ruth Harpstead 

 

Alice Vollmers   Denise Nordeng  Tom Hug 

     

Darlene Hoovestol   Donald Franchuk   

 

Kelly Kringlie   Pearl Swenson 

 

John Andrist    Les Leno 

 

Rodney “Pete” Peterson  Judy Sorenson 

      

Ardell Mehlhoff   Irene Fritz 

 

Mary Goodin    Deb Hopper 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November Service Group List 
 
November Leaders: Dennis & Betty Steele (255-0864)        Jim & Linda Boyd (258-4024)            

 

Steven (Kayla) Bourgois 

Tom & Sandra Bourgois 

Darlene Boustead 

Jim & Linda Boyd 

Amber Braaflat 

Paula Brosseau 

Erik & Heather Brousseau 

Sue Brown 

Justin & Andrea Bubach 

Mike & Deb Burke 

Craig & Carol Carlson 

Karl & Sarah Carlson 

Gretchen Cash 

Gary & Diane Chepulis 

Dave & Diane Clinton 

Kevin & Renee Connell 

Andrew & Mary Cooper 

Jeremy & Courtney Crane 

Brandi & Casey Christmann 

Ginger Dahl 

Kyle & Betsy Debertin 

Keith & Beth Demke 

Chad Dockter 

Keith & Alesha Dockter 

Casey & Sue Dollinger 

Roger & LeNor Dollinger 

Doug & Beverly Doolittle 

Reed & Erin Dukart 

  

 

Thank you to all who helped serve in October: Levi & Bethany Andrist, Terry Bear, Kathy Baerlocher, 

Kallie Anderson, Lee & Cynthia Kaldor and Rod & Teresa McLachlan.  

 



 

November Volunteers (Sundays) 
  

 
 

November 4 November 11 November 18 November 25 

Assisting Ministers 
8:30 am 
 
11:00 am 
 

 
Alex Sauer 
 
Bruce Boe 

 
Linda Simmons 
 
Dave Clinton 

 
Steve Andrist 
 
Cindy Anderson 
 

 
Roxanne Gardner 
 
Sheryl Hardy 

Communion 
Assistants 
8:30 am 
 
11:00 am 

 
 
Arlin & Roxanne Gardner 
 
Sheryl & Perry Hardy 
 

 
 
HELP NEEDED 
 
Mark & Stephanie 
Swenson 
 

 
 
HELP NEEDED 
 
Diane Clinton 
 

 
 
Dan & Barb Wrolstad 
 
HELP NEEDED 
 

Ushers 
8:30 am 
 
11:00 am 

 
HELP NEEDED 
 
Bev & Doug Doolittle 
 

 
HELP NEEDED 
 
HELP NEEDED 
 

 
HELP NEEDED 
 
Mark & Stephanie 
Swenson & family 
 

 
HELP NEEDED 
 
HELP NEEDED 
 

Organists 
8:30 am 
 
11:00 am 

 
Marilyn Kesterke 
 
Marilyn Kesterke 

 
Nick Hornbacher 
 
Nick Hornbacher 

 
 
Blended 

 
Becky Salveson 
 
Becky Salveson 

Acolytes 
8:30 am 
 
11:00 am 

 
Kaylee Johnson 
 
Jenica Twete 
 

 
Taylor Gabbert 
 
James Melberg 

 
Sage Wetzel 
 
Maren Swenson 

 
Aiden Hoff 
 
Karter Francis 

November Volunteers (Wednesdays)  

 
 

November 7 
6:15 pm 

November 14 
6:15 pm 

November 21 
6:15 pm 

November 28 
6:15 pm 

Acolytes Maren Swenson Kirna Anderson Cade Pittenger Taryn Nelson 

Pianist/Organist 
Songleaders 

Marilyn Kesterke 
Ruby Altringer 

Tondi McGuire 
Janell Quinlan 

Marilyn Kesterke 
Janell Quinlan  

Jessica Peterson 
Janell Quinlan 



 

  November 2018 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 
9:30 am: Brunch with 
Beth 

2 3 
8:30 am: Men’s Bible 
Study 

4  
All Saint’s Sunday 
8:30 am: Worship  
9:45 am: Adult Education 
9:45 am:  Sunday School 
9:45 am: Choir Practice 
11:00 am: Worship 

5 
2:00 pm: Cozy Comfort 
5:30 pm: Property Team 
Mtg 
6:30 pm: Piecemakers 

6     Election Day 
6:45 am: Coffee with Beth 
9:00 am: Staff Mtg 
9:30 am: Piecemakers 
5:00 pm: Evangelism Team Mtg 
5:30 pm: Worship Team Mtg 
6:30 pm: Volunteerism Team Mtg 
7:00pm:  Boy Scouts 
7:30 pm: Youth Team Mtg 
7:30 pm: Education Team Mtg  

7 
All Saint’s Remembrance 
6:15pm: Worship & 
Baptism 
7:00 pm: Confirmation 
Large group 
7:00 pm: Church School 

8 
3:00 pm: Executive 
Team Mtg 
6:00 pm: Stewardship 
Team Mtg 

9 
 

10 
8:30 am: Men’s Bible 
Study  
 

11 
8:30 am: Worship  
9:45 am: Adult Education 
9:45 am: Sunday School 
9:45 am: Choir Practice  
11:00 am: Worship 
 
 
 

12 
 

13 
6:45 am: Coffee with Beth 
9:00 am: Staff Meeting 
9:30 am: Women’s Bible Study 
7:00 pm: Council Meeting 
7:00pm:  Boy Scouts 

14 
1:00 pm: Depression & 
Anxiety Mtg 
4:45 pm: Book Club 
6:15 pm: Worship 
7:00 pm: Confirmation 
Small Group 
7:00 pm: Church School 

15 
8:00 am: Lefse making 
9:30 am: Brunch with 
Beth 

16 
3:00 pm: LSS 
F.H. 

17 
7:30 am: LSS in Old 
Kitchen 
8:00 am: Lefse making 
8:30 am: Men’s Bible 
Study  
 

18 
8:30 am: Worship - 3rd Grade 
Bible Distribution  
9:45 am: Adult Education 
9:45 am:  Sunday School 
11:00 am: Worship & Baptism 

19 
6:30 pm: Piecemakers 
 

20 
Newsletter Deadline  
9:00 am: Staff Meeting 
9:30 am: Piecemakers 
11:00 am: YAH’s  
7:00 pm: Boy Scouts 
 

21 
6:15 pm: Worship 
No  Church School 
No Confirmation  

22 
Thanksgiving Day 
Office Closed  

23 
Office Closed 

24 
8:30 am: Men’s Bible 
Study  
 

25 
8:30 am: Worship  
9:45 am: Adult Education 
No  Sunday School 
11:00 am: Worship 

26 
 

27 
6:45 am: Coffee with Beth 
9:00 am: Staff Meeting 
7:00 pm: Boy Scouts 
 
 

28 
6:15 pm: Worship – 3rd 
Grade Bible Distribution  
7:00 pm: Confirmation 
Large Group 
7:00 pm: Church School 

29 
 

30 
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Know Christ, 

Grow in Christ, and 

Go as Christ to the World.   
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We’re on the Web! 

www.lordoflifebismarck.org 

And on Facebook! 

mailto:lordoflife@midconentwork.com
http://www.lordoflifebismarck.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Lord-of-Life-Lutheran-Church/477392158939067

